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LETTER      XIII. 
Mrs,  Buckle V  to  Mr,  Mellefoxt. 

Richmond, 

C'**'-°^'t>  Wrote  vou,  I  think,  ^^z^.  ne- 
I  ^  I  phew,  fotne  letters  ago,  that 
^  ^  tne  icenes  threatened  to  2:row 
more  and  more  interediag-  •  and  I  have 
Vol.  11.  B  fuch 

142122 
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fuch  an  one  now  for  your  entertainment, 
as,  though  it  came  upon  us  as  unexpe(fl- 
cd  as  a  clap  of  thunder  in  a  ferene  fky, 
has  not  a  little  diverted  and  edified  me. 
I  need  no  great  prologue  to  prepare 
you  for  anticipating  Clara  to  be  the  he- 
roine of  it  •,  which  is  the  very  reafon 
you  would  never  from  her  hear  the  par^ 
ticulars.  They  do  her  too  much  honor 
for  herfelf  to  fpecify  them  to  you. 

Three  nights  ago  I  had  received  a 
joint  card  from  Lady  Harriet  and  Clara, 
acquainting  me  of  their  defign  next 
morning  to  make  a  kind  of  grand  tour 
of  the  fnops,  to  buy  a  number  of  arti- 
cles of  drefs  and  decoration,  of  which 
Lady  Harriet  had  prepared  a  lift,  [a- 
gainfl  the  Marquefs  of -Soberton's  arri- 
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val,  I  fuppofe,  who  is  now  hourly  ex- 
pected, with  the  next  fair  wind  \  fo  that 
the  propofed  match  will  immediately 
take  effed  ;]  the  card  concluded  with  a 
requefl  to  me,  to  auid:  them  in  quality 
of  their  council  of  tade  •,  a  fcrvice  for 
which  I  was,  however,  difqualined,  by 
my  having  long  loft  fight  of  the  fafliion  : 
Not  that  I  at  all  difapprove,  efpecially  in 
young  people,  of  an  attention  to  it,  when 
not  carried  to  a  foolifh  excefs  ;  and  am  fo 
far  from  defpifing  drefs  in  our  fex,  that 
I  think  too  great  a  negledl  of  it,  a 
v^orfe  fault,  if  pofTible,  than  running 
into  that  of  over- drefs,  where  beauty 
periihes,  overlaid  v/ith  perfidious  orna- 
ments, through  a  miftake  as  m.lferable 
as  that  of  the  Rom.an  virgin  fmothered 
under  the  Gallic  fhiclds,  inficad  of  the 
B  2  trinkets 
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trinkets  flie  had  bargained  for,  as  thef 
reward  of  her  treafon. 

In  compliance,  nevcrthelefs,  with  the 
defire  of  two  perfons  fo  dear  to  me,  I 
waited  on  them  next  morning;  and,  af- 
ter finifhing  the  round  of  our  purcha- 
fes,  we  returned  home  to  Lady  Har- 
riet's apartment,  where,  juft  as  we  were 
bufily  employed  in  unfolding  a  piece  of 
filk  of  our  Spital- fields  manufadure, 
and  admiring  its  richnefs  of  tafte,  and 
excellence  of  the  work.  Lady  Lovell 
came  into  the  room,  abruptly  and  una- 
wares upon  us. 

1  fcarcely  need,  I  fliould  think,  ob- 
ferve  to  you,  that,  though  frequently 
on  a  vifit  to  Lady  Llarriet,   and  Clara, 

both 
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both  whom  I  almofl:  equally  love  and 
efleem,  I  had  always^  though  with- 
out any  caufe  of  umbrage  or  offence, 
declined  any  court  to  this  lady,  her 
humor,  temper,  and  opinions,  being 
fo  different  from  mine,  and  indeed 
from  her  daughter's.  This  you  will 
have  of  yourfelf  concluded,  from  what 
I  have  precedently  touched  to  you  of 
her  charader.  She  was  formally  polite 
to  me,  I  coolly  civil  to  her.  This  was 
not,  you  may  be  fure,  the  way  for  us  to 
run  into  mutual  innmacy,  which  I  am 
fure  I  was  far  from  defiring,  nor,  pro- 
bably her  ladyfhip  either. 

She  had,  I  guefs,  flood  a  few  mo- 
ments, obferving  us.  At  length  we 
faw  her,  and  paid  her  the  due  refpeds  -, 

B  3  which 
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which  flie  did  not  in  the  leafi:  return. 
I  could  plainly  fee  her  eyes  fparkling, 
her  cheeks  reddened,  her  lips  blue,  and 
quivering  with  rage,  but  had  not  fo 
much  as  the  mod  diilant  fufpicion  of  the 
caufc  :  fhe  did  not  fuffer  us  to  languifh 
lono;  in  the  ignorance  of  it.  The  tor- 
rent  prefently  burfl  out,  direded  to  La- 
dy Harriet,  in  the  following  tenor,  as 
near  as  I  can  recoiled  it. 

•^^So !  Lady  Harriet,  is  this  then 
"  the  reward  for  all  my  tendernefs,  all 
"  my  care  of  you,  to  be  the  inftru- 
"  ment  of  ftabbing  me  to  the  heart, 
"  in  laying  baits  for  your  weak  filly 
*'  brother,  to  defcroy  the  hopes  of  our 
"  family  for  ever  ?  Was  it  for  this  you 
*'  have  brou£a;ht  that  firebrand  to  our 

"  houfe. 
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''  houfe,  that  female  friend  of  yours, 
**  that  parfon's  daughter,  with  her 
"  whole  dowry  of  charms,  talents,  and 
*'  fentim.ents  •,  is  that  an  alliance  to  il- 
"  luftrate  fo  noble  a  (lock  as  ours  ? 
"  Here  has  been  Lord  Lovell  juft  now 
"  with  me,  to  afk  my  confent  for  mak- 
*'  ing  his  addrefTes,  to  that  httle  crea- 
*'  ture  there  i  but  I  have  fent  him 
"  away  with  the  anfwer  he  deferves, 
*'  nor  will  ever  fee  him  ae-ain  if  I  knov/ 
"  he  dares  but  to  think  of  a  match, 
*'  than  his  Hooping  to  which,  1  would 
*'  fooner  by  much  fee  him  laid  in  his 
*v'  grave,  as  well  as  I  love  him,  and, 
*'  indeed  becaufe  I  do  love  him  too 
*'  well  to  fee  him  run  headlong  into 
*'  fuch  mean  and  defpicable  ruin.  — 
^'  As  for  you,   Mifs,   (turning  to  Cla- 

B  4  "  raj 
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ra,)  are  all  your  pretences  to  virtue 
and  morality  reducible  to  nothing 
better  than  to  the  feducing  a  fon 
from  his  obedience,  and  making  a 
daughter  an  accomplice  of  the  guilt  ? 
And  you.  Madam  Matchmaker, 
(here  I  came  in  for  my  lliare,)  what 
was  you  to  have  for  your  part  of  the 
manac;ement  ?  Gratious  Heavens  ! 
liovv  has  the  honor  and  quiet  of  this 
family  been  bought  and  fold  among 

*  fuch  a  pack  of  you  ?  Oh,   my  poor 

'deluded  fon!'* 


During  this  fpcech,  nothing  could 
equal  the  confternation  of  poor  Ladjr 
Harriet,  except  the  compofure  of  Cla- 
ra. For  myfelf,  I  can  fafely  fay,  I 
felt  no  emotion  but  that  of  a  fincere 

fi  mpathy 
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fimpathy  for  the  tendernefs  of  a  mother 
anxious  for  a  fon's  welfare  :  as  much 
mifguided  as  Lady  Loveli  was  on  this 
occafion,  I  refpecled  her  motive,  and 
pitied  her  miftake. 

Her  daughter  frood,  literally  fpeak- 
ing,  mute  with  aftonirnment  and  grief, 
I  was  myfeif,  in  default  of  her  anfwer, 
preparing  to  fay  fomething,  when  Cla- 
ra, making  a  flgn  to  fpeak,  prevented 
me.  Lifting  then  up  her  eyes  to  Lady 
Loveli,  and  fixing  them  on  her  with 
the  utmod  m.odedy,  but  with  all  the 
dignity  of  infulted  innocence,  Ihe  fpoke 
with  a  tone  of  voice,  fo  mild,  fo  fweer, 
as  made  it  plain,  that  the  provocation 
had  thrown  no.  acrimony  into  a  fp!ric 
greatly  fuperior  to  it. 

B   5  She 
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She  told  her  ladyfliip,  that  nothing 
in  this  treatment,  which  was  even  a 
violation  of  hofpitality,  hurt  her  fo 
much  as  the  afflidlion  (he  faw  it  gave  to 
Lady  Harriet,  th.ui  whom  none  better 
knew  the  injurioufnefs  of  that  fufpicion, 
which  Lady  Level!  had  given  for  her 
caufe  of  ill  ufage  :  that  fhe  herfelf  had 
never  in  word,  adlion,  or  thought,  en- 
couraged Lord  Lovell's  deigning  \o 
look  down  fo  low  as  her-,  nor,  what 
was  more,  ever  intended  it,  if  that 
promife  could  give  her  ladyfliip  any 
iiatisfaclion :  that  fhe  was  rather  fur- 
prifed  at  his  lordfliip's  having  given 
Lady  Lovell  fuchoccafion  of  uneafinefs, 
as  afking  her  confent,  before  he  had 
obtained   her's,    (Clara's  •,)    which   fiie 

moft 
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mod  humbly  entreated  her  ladyfhip  to 
believe  fi:e  was  as  far  from  giving, 
as  her  ladyfliip  could  pofiibiy  be  her's  \ 
that  to  quiet  her  alarms,  fhe  would 
venture  to  ofrer  her  the  mod  facred  af~ 
furances  fne  could  require,  that  fne 
would  never  give  any  the  leafc  didanc 
encouragement  to  her  fon,  who  flie 
humbly  prefumed  might  very  v^^ell  have 
fpared  her  the  pain  of  receiving,  in 
herfelf,  and  in  the  perfon  of  her  equally 
innocent  relation,  fo  cruel  and  fo  unde- 
ferved  an  infult. 

Turning,  tfeen,  to  Lady  Harriet,  who 
flood  by  in  the  utmoft  confuHon,  pale, 
and  ready  to  faint  v/ith  grief  and  Hiamo 
at  this  treatm.ent  of  her,  flie  entreated 
of  her  not  to  give  herfelf  any  the  lead 
B   6  uneafineiij 
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iineafinefs  on  her  account;  adding,  that 
their  reparation  would  foon  have  come 
on  in  courfe ;  that  it's  being  a  little 
prematured  v^as  of  no  great  moment, 
and  carried  with  it  the  confolation  for 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  taking 
place,  of  nothing,  on  their  ^\Qx(t^  having 
provoked  it  •,  that  fhe  took  leave  of 
her,  and  thanked  her  for  all  her  kind- 
nefs,  which  Ihe  fhould  eternally  re- 
niember  with  the  utmoft  gratitude  of 
heart,  while  ilie  would  certainly  forger^ 
or  rather  had  already  forgot,  the  indig- 
nity offered  to  her,  by  one  fo  jupdy 
dear  to  Lady  Harrier,  and  whom  fhe 
Ihould,  on  that  account,  never  ceafc 
to  rcfpvCt. 


^W 
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All  tills  was  faid  and  done  without 
any  Qnc  td-tidum  tone,  or  any  theatri- 
cal airs,  but  purely  with  fuch   an  eafy 
natural  firriplicicy,  as  fliowed    flie   was 
capable  of  the  greatell  fentimenrs,  ts-ith- 
out  any    efTort,    as  being   rather    born 
than  bred  in  her.     Tnen  taking  me  by 
the  hand,  fhe  was  nr.oving  towards  ths 
door   to    leave   the    room    in^/rr.edir.reiy 
with   me,  when  Lady  Plarriet,  incapa- 
ble of  commanding  her  feniiments,  and 
unchecked  by  the  prefence  of  her  mo- 
ther, fcruno;  round  her  neck,  and  bathed 
her  with  her  tears,    tiii  Clara,   in  the 
fear  of  its  being  cifagreeabie  to  Lady 
LovelL    difintangled   herfelf  from    her 
arms,   and  with  the  tendereft  fimpathy 
once   more  took   leave  of   her.   Lady 

Harriet 
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Harriet  continuing  fpeechlefs,  and  burft- 
ing  with  a  vexation,  to  which  her  re- 
fpedl  for  her  mother  forbid  her  giving 
vent.  At  parting  fhe  darted  at  me 
the  tendered  and  moft  befeeching  look, 
expreffive  of  the  m.ofl  earned:  requed 
not  to  involve  her,  with  Lady  Lovell, 
in  my  refentment  of  this  ufage. 

As  for  that  Lady  herfelf,  I,  who  had 
all  the  time  with  great  coolnefs  kept 
the  m.oft  contemptuous  filence,  could 
eafily  obferve,  that  the  abruptnefs  of 
Clara's  departure,  combined  with  the 
irrefiftible  force  of  truth  there  was  in 
what  fhe  had  faid  of  her  never  having 
given  her  fon  the  leafl:  encouragement, 
ftruck  her  with  feme  aftonifhment,  and 
fvith  feme  regret  for  having  proceeded 

with 
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with  fuch  precipitation.  I  red  in  her 
looks  a  wilHngnefs  to  come  to  an  ex- 
planation, which  Clara  eluded,  with  a 
noble  difdain,  by  immediately  with- 
drawing. 

We  then  w^ent  down  directly  into  the 
hall,  where  nothing  of  what  had  pafied 
above  had,  from  its  fuddennefs,  vet 
reached  \  and  you  may  guefs  the  fur- 
prize  of  the  fervants,  when  Clara,  call- 
ing for  her  maid,  defired  her  to  comje, 
as  foon  as  poiTible,  after  her,  to  my 
houfe  at  Richm.ond  with  her  trunks 
and  baggage.  Then  whifpering  to  me 
where  fhe  would  go,  about  half-a-flreet 
off,  for  a  few  minutes,  till  a  coach 
could  be  got  ready,  fhe  addrefTed  her- 
felf  to  the  fervants,   who  were  giving 

the 
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the  mod:  unfcie^ned  fisns  of  forrow  in 
their  countenances,  and  telling  them, 
fhe  hoped  they  would  forgive  her  hav- 
ing been  of  fo  much  trouble  to  them, 
and  begged  them  to  accept,  as  a  mark 
of  her  grateful  remembrance,  a  purfe 
of  ten  guineas,  which  fhe  put  into  the 
porter's  hands.  All  this  did  not  take 
up  the  fpace  of  two  minutes. 

We  foon  got  to  Richmond,  in  the 
vay  to  Vvhich  Clara  appeared  wholly 
taken  up  with  her  regret  of  the  pain 
•fhe  might  fafely  believe  this  untoward  in- 
cident would  give  to  Lady  Harriet,  who, 
however,  fhe  obferved,  with  a  fmile  of 
fincere  Dleafure,  would  foon  have  her 
concern  alleviated  by  the. arrival  of  her 
long  f}ghed  for  I^crd  Soberton,  upon 

which 
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which  flie  would  be  the  firfl:  to  con- 
gratulate her.  As  this  reflexion,  I 
law,  had  brought  back  all  her  good 
humor,  I  juft  ventured  to  touch  to  her 
on  the  caufe  of  the  thunder  dorm,  from 
which  we  were  adlually  making  our 
cfcape,  the  preporcerous  ftep  Lord 
Lovell  had  taken,  in  aiking  his  mo- 
ther's confent,  before  he  had  her  leave, 
whofe  difpofitions  fliould  rather  have 
been  firfl:  confuked. 

Clara,  without  caring  to  enter  into 
a  fubjefb,  for  Vv^hich  fke  appeared  to 
have  the  utmofl  indifl^erence,  only  laugh- 
ed, and  faid  fhe  was  not  verfed  enough 
in  the  ceremonial  law  of  courtfhip,  to 
know  whether  he  had  erred  again  ft  it 
©r  net,  but  that   if  he  had  thought  ic 

worth 
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worth  his  while  previoufly  to  know  her 
mind,  he  might  very  well  have  fpared 
Lady  Lovell  fo  terrible  an  alarm. 

For  my  own  part,  I  really  do  not 
know  what  to  judge  of  this  procedure 
of  Lord  Lovell's.  It  may  or  it  may 
not  be  well  meant,  bur,  certainly,  con- 
fidering  his  mother's  known  humor,  he 
has  a6led  at  lead  very  indifcreetly,  in  an 
application  where  he  might  fo  reafon- 
ably  prefum.e  a  denial,  and  has  gained 
very  little  advance  with  Clara,  by 
giving  her  room  to  imagine  he  confi- 
dered  her  confent  as  a  thing  implicitly 
in  courfe.  If  his  lordfliip,  then,  on  the 
fcrength  of  his  title,  fortune,  and  per- 
fon,  fhall  have  taken  for  granted,  his 
kaving  nothing  more   to  do,  even  were 

he 
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he  to  obtain  Lady  LovclTs  acqulefcence, 
than  to  fignify  his  pleafure  to  Clara, 
fo  much,  I  think,  I  know  of  her,  I 
might  queftion  v,  hether  he  would  find 
Iiis  progrefs  much  greater  than  that  of 
Punchinello's  match,  half  made,  fince 
he  had  got  his  own  confent.  And, 
by  the  by,  I  iliould  be  loth  to  Avear 
his  lordfhip  had  got  his  own. 

Clara's  maid  did    not  till   the   next 

day  come    with     the     things    that    her 

millrefs  had    left   in    town,    to    whom 

fhe  brought    the  following  letter  from 

Lady  Harriet,    with  which  I  conclude 

this. 

Yours,  &c. 

Lucy  Buckley, 


CO        Lady  Harriet 


LETTER    XIV. 

Trom  Lady  Harriet  to  Mifs  Clara 
Maynwaring. 

London, 

I  Need  not,  I  hope,  tell  you  into 
how  deep  a  diilrefs  I  was  thrown 
by  the  indignity  offered  to  you  yefter- 
day.  I  ihould  in  vain  endeavor  to 
exprefs  to  you  the  poignancy  of  my 
feeUngs  -,  but  I  fhould  not  do  you 
jufticc,  if  I  could  fear  your  refufing 
it  to  me.  You  will  difdain  to  make 
me  refponfible  for  thofe  errors  of  others, 
which  I  am  but  the  greater  obje(5t   of 
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pity,    for   my  being    forced,    in   feme 
meafure,    not  to  condemn  with  all   the 

^rperity  they  deferve. 

« 

Do  you,  if  but  on  my  account^ 
deign  to  have  any  curiolity  about  what 
paiTed  after  your  leaving  us  ?  With- 
out waiting  your^nfwer,  allow  me  to 
take  for  granted  that  you  have,  and 
.to  fatisfy  it  accordingly. 

My  mother  and  I  flaying  in  the 
room  after  you  was  gone  our,  fhe  had 
not  quite  recovered  the  fort  of  confu- 
lion  in  which  your  admirable  behaviour 
had  left  her,  when  fhe  turned  to  m.e, 
who  flood  by  keeping  a  filence,  in 
Avhich  it  was  plain  to  fee  no  fmall  fliare 
of  indignadon  at  what  had  pafTed. 

I  under- 
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I  underwent,  then,  a  fevere  exami- 
nation about  the  matter  of  her  difplea-. 
fure-,  in  the  courfe  of  which,  nothing 
could  be  fo  eafy  as  my  part,  fince  I 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  tell  the 
plain  truth,  which  was  only  con[;rma- 
tive  of  your  juft  afiurance  of  never 
having  in  the  lead  encouraged  my  bro- 
ther's addrelTes  :  I  might  fafely  have 
gone  farther,  and  faid,  that  you  had 
conftantly  behaved  to  him  with  fuch 
an  excefs  of  coolnefs  and  indifference, 
aG  I  had  often  thought  rather  leaning 
to  the  other  excefs.  But,  in  the  humor 
Hie  v/as  in,  I  plainly  faw  flie  might  per- 
haps pufh  her  injuftice  fo  far  as  to  call 
this  artifice  and  defign.  I  refpeded, 
then,   miV  poor   mother  too   much   to 

give 
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give  her  occafion  for  adding  one  more 
egregious  miftake  to  thofe  under  which 
fhe  was  already  not  making  the  beft  of 
figures. 

So   far  I   had  done  juflice   to  you, 
but  there  now  remained  for  me   to  do 
a  piece  of  juftice  on  myfelf,    in  a  fair 
confefiion  to  Lady  Lovell,   that  there 
was  nothing  I  had  hardly  vvifhed  more 
ardently,  than  that  my  brother  fliould 
be    fo   happy    as    to    gain    your    good 
graces,  being  very   fure  that  he  would 
have  the  belt  of  the  bargain.     My  mo- 
ther would    not   fufrer    me  to  go   on, 
but   fell    into    fuch   a  fury   as   exceeds 
dcfcription.     I  verily  once  thought  fhe 
would   have    llruck    me.     Aye !     now 
Ae  was  fure  you  had  bev/itched  m.e  as 

well 
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well  as  her  fon,  but  flie  would,  as  far 
as  was  in  her  power,  deliver  us  from 
yours.  She  forbad  me  then  abfolutely, 
on  pain  of  her  highefl:  difpleafure,  to 
fee  you  and  Mrs.  Buckley  any  more, 
adding,  that  when  I  was  midrefs  of  my 
own  conduct,  alluding,  I  fuppofe,  to  my 
marriage  with  Lord  Soberton,  I  was  to 
do  as  I  pleafed,  but  that  in  the  mean- 
while fhe  would  be  obeyed ;  and  that 
ss  to  her  fon,  he  might  lay  his  account 
with  irrevocable  marks  of  her  difplea- 
fure, if  he  fliould  deferve  them  by  an 
alliance  of  himftlf  fo  contrary  to  her 
defigns  forjiim. 

Dear  Clara,  1  love  my  brother  well, 
but  fincerity  dill  better.  Ic  is  this  that 
makes  me  obferve  to  you,  that  though 

there 
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there  is  fomewhat  fpecious  in  his  pro- 
pofal  to  Lady  Lovell,  of  honorable  ad- 
drefles  to  you,  there  is,  to  me,  who 
know  him  thoroughly,  fomething  too 
crude,  too  irregular  in  that  fl:ep.  What 
could  hinder  him  from  previouQy  open- 
ing himfelf  to  me,  if  he  had  not  tlie 
heart  to  begin,  as  was  xno?i  proper,  by 
declaring  himfelf  to  you  ?  He  could 
nor,  from  my  fentiments  of  you,  fo 
well  known  to  him,  expect  I  ihould 
be  very  unfavorable  to  him.  In  the 
m.ean-v/hile,  I  pafs  with  my  mother  for 
an  accomplice,  where  I  was  not  fo 
m.uch  as  a  confidant  •,  though  I  fliould 
not  have  had  ths  Icafr  fcruplc  of  bcino- 
both.  You  fee,  however,  tliat  I  do 
not  ilirink  from  the  charge,  or  wiih 
to  difown  the  honor  of  it.  No.  I 
Vol.  II.  C  think 
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think  my  difgrace  a  triumph,  without 
any  impeachment  of  iiiial  duty  •,  be- 
caufe  I  am  very  fure  my  mother's  re- 
fentm.ent  turns  upon  a  fcufe  facl ;  and 
though  I  am  bound  to  refpedl  her  errors, 
nothing  obHges  me  not  to  fee  them,  or 
not  to  hope  her  feeing  tliem  herfelf. 

Pray  m.y  bed  and  tendered  refpeds 
£0  Mrs.  Buckley,  on  whofe  excellent; 
fenfe  I  may  fafely  depend,  for  her  fee- 
ing, in  my  prefcnt  fituation,  nothing 
to  forgive,  and  a  great  deal  to  pity 
me.  1  fnall  not  exifl  till  I  fee  you  both, 
I  liave  but  one  thing  to  Vvifii,  that  my 
choice  in  love  may  be  as  honorable  to 
me  as  in  friendfhip  •,  I  may  add,  as 
happy,  for  I  do  not  look  on  the  late 
jundeferved,  and,  at  bottom,  ridiculous, 

injury 


to  Clara  Maynwaring.    27 

injury  offered  to  it,  as  any  material  in- 
terruption. May  it  have,  v.iili  regard 
to  n-:e,  the  fame  efFe^fl  on  you  it  has 
on  me,  that  of  endearing  you  the  miore 
%o  m.e ! 

Yours,  tec, 

Harriet  Lcvill. 


C  2  LET- 
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LETTER     XV. 

Mj's,  Buckley  to  Mr,  Mellefont. 

Bear  Nephew^  Richnond^ 

1  Received  yefterday  a  vifit  from  Lord 
Lovell,  which  I  did  not  think  I 
could  well  refufe.  Lie  made,  as  I  ex- 
pected, a  great  parade  of  merit  to  me, 
in  having  done  his  beft  to  repair  the 
affront  he  had  offered  me,  (and  for 
which  he  renewed  his  entreaties  of  for- 
[;^ivenefs,)  by  the  commencem.ent  of  a 
more  honorable  procedure,  in  the  over- 
tures he  had  mjade  of  his  defigns  to  Lady 
Lovell,    v.hofe   difpofitions   he    owned 

he 
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he  knew,  but  did  not  defpair  of  over- 


coming. 


His  reafon,  he  f^iid,  for  not  prelimi- 
narily addrefling  himfelf  to  Clara,  was, 
that  he  thought  he  needed,  efpecially 
after  v;hat  had  pafTed  between  him  and 
me,  a  foundation  of  fuHicient  proof  of 
the  purity  of  his  intentions.  He  hoped 
he  fhould  find  the  acceptance  of  his 
fuit,  independent  of  his  fuccefs  v;ith  his 
mother,  and  that  he  had  now  cleared 
his  way  for  a  requefi:  to  me,  that  I 
would  admit  his  vifits,  on  a  footing, 
to  which,  he  prefumed,  there  could  be 
no  objection. 

He  alfo  exprefled  abundance  of  for- 
row  and  refentment  for  the  fcene,   of 

C  J  which 
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which  he  had  been  innocently  the  caiife,. 
when  Clara  left  the  hoiife,  and  con- 
cluded,  with  an  earned  dcfire  to  pay 
his  refpeds  perfonally  to  her. 

As  I  was  prepared  on  all  points  for 
this  vifit,  by  a  full  knowledge  of 
Clara's  mind,  about  him  and  his  pre- 
tentions, I  told  his  Lardfhip,  in  a  po- 
lite, but  prercmptory  tone,  that,  without 
entering  into  the  merit  of  his  fincerity, 
1  thought  myfilf  obliged  not  to  deceive 
him  with  falfe  hopes  ;  that  he  might 
make  Lady  Lovell  perfeclly  cafy,  by 
dcfifling  from  a  fruitlefs  purfuit,  for 
that  Clara,  independent  of  any  confenr, 
or  refufal  cf  confent,  from  his  mother, 
was  determined  to  receive  no  addreHes 
from   him  \   and   that  even   if   he   was 

nor. 
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nor,  in  quality  of  brother  to  L.acly 
Harriet,  eiritkd  to  the  moft  favorable 
dircindtion,  her  comiT.on  oratitucle,  com- 
bined with  Iicr  deteilation  of  all  co- 
quetry, would  obhge  her  to  fpare  him 
tlie  trouble  in  vain  of  a  follicitation, 
againft  iifcening  to  wliich  flie  had  taken 
an  unalterable  refolution  :  that  fhe  ac- 
knowledged he  did  lier  more  honors 
than  fne  deferved,  but  that  he  would 
fi.ill  do  her  a  greater  pleafure,  if  he 
would  take  this  anf.ver  as  final. 

You  will,  dear  nephew,  eafily  con- 
ceive how  much  a  vain  man,  who  had, 
on  all  his  advantages,  and  on  the  m.eric 
of  the  riiep  he  had  recently  taken,  pre- 
fumed  a  reception  with  onen  arms,  mud 
be  mortified  at  fuch  a  rebuff.  He  thea 
C  4  wanted 
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wanted  to  draw  me  into  fome  explana- 
tion of  the  nature  and  caufe  of  this 
averfion  of  Clara  againfl  him  -,  but  I 
fluck  clofcly  to  my  point,  which  was 
ilmply  that  of  a  flat  difmifTion  of  his 
fuir,  without  giving  any  reafon,  or 
leaving  him  any  glimpfc  of  hope,  that 
flie   might    be    brought    to    alter    her 

o  to 

mind. 

He  afked  me  again  if  he  might  have 
leave  to  fee  Clara  ;  but  to  that  requeft 
I  anfvvercd,  by  an  appeal  to  himfelf, 
whether,  after  fuch  an  anfwer  as  he 
had  received,  fiie  could  well  admit  a 
vifit  from  him,  unlefs  he  imagined  that 
this  rejedlion  of  her's  was  mere  grimace, 
lure,  and  artifice,  which  were,  not  at  all 
in  her  charadcr. 

Lord 
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Lord  Lovell  interrupted  me  here,  and 
faid  he  felt  it  but  too  feverely  i  that 
he  was  fo  difconcerted,  fo  fliocked, 
that  he  did  not  know  what  to  fay ; 
which  I  really  believe,  for  I  could 
plainly  difcern  in  his  countenance  the 
diftracling  emotions  of  v;ounded  vanity 
and  difappointed  defire. 

Ke  then  took  leave,  and  the  next 
day  he  fent  a  letter  to  Clara,  who  re- 
turned ic  unopened. 

I  am  fenfible,  that  on  this  occaHon 
the  vv^orld  would  be  forward  eT^ough  to 
condemn  Clara,  for  being  wanting  to 
her  fortune  ;  and  the  world  would  be 
in  the  right,  if  felicity  depended  folely 

C  5  on 
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on  fortune,  which  may,  indeed,  be  al- 
ways a  defirable  acccHbry,  but  can  never 
have  the  honor  of  beins  confidered  as 
a  principal  Is  it,  then,  Clara's  fault, 
if  the  world  makes  wrong  eftimates  in 
fo  efiential  a  concern  ?  Or  is  fhe  to 
fa^crifice  the  happinefs  of  her  life  to 
the  falfity  of  its  judgment  ? 

Surely,  of  all  the  human  duties  r.ot 
the  leafl  facr'ed  is  that  of  not  m.arrying 
one  whom  one  does  not  love.  It  is 
even  a  crime  againfl:  the  perfon  one 
marries  under  that  circumftance.  A 
crime  fo  ofcen  productive  of  m.any, 
others;  a  crime  into  which  no  parents 
ought  to  Vv'illi  to  feduce  a  child.  It 
is,  then,  purely  on  this  virtuous,  this 
jndifpenfable  principle,   that  Clara  has 

refufed 
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refufed  L.ord  LovelL     Nor  is  he  the 
only  one,   by   many,   to   whom  (lie  lias 
given  the    hlce   anfwerj    a    number    of 
fuitors  having  ah'eady  followed   her  to 
my  houie.     But  fne  is  generally  denied 
to  every  one,  except  to  a  few  ladies, 
and   to  one  or   two  gentlemen,  much 
advanced  in  years,  of  v/hofe  converfa- 
tion    fhe   ufed    to    be    fond    at   Lady 
Lovell's,   not,   miofl:  certainly,   for  their 
being    old,    but   for   the   improvcmenc 
of  her  underftanding,  which  fne  is  aOi- 
duoufly  cultivating.     One  of  them  you 
know  very  well,  Dr.  Tyfon,  who,   ac 
pad  eighty,    allies    all    the    graces  of 
youthful  vivacity  with   all   the  dignity 
of   ac;e.     His    m.anner    of    indructing; 
young  people   is  admirable  :   it  is  not 
by  impofing  on  them  his  judgment  of 

C  6  things 
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things  that  he  aims  at  leading  them, 
but  by  engaging  them  to  form  their 
own,  on  a  clue  examination  of  all  opi- 
nions propcfcd  to  them,  by  the  lights 
of  their  ov/n  reafon  properly  prepared, 
without  trufting  to  it  too  much  or  too 
little.  Nor  is  it  a  little  honor  to  Clara's 
tafte  and  good  fenfe,  that  il:e  is  de- 
liphted  with  his  converfation  and  he 
with  her's. 

Among  her  difcarded  fuitors  there 
was  one  chara6ter  which  I  thought  the 
more  curious,  for  his  being  a  young 
man  :  one  Mr.  Southwold,  who  is, 
literally  fpeaking,  "  dying  of  nothing 
but  a  rage  to  live."  With  a  great  fortune, 
and  all  circumftances  agreeable,  he  can- 
not enjoy  life,  for  the  perpetual  appre- 

henfion 
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henfion  of  its  fhortnefs.  He  is  con- 
ilantly  imagining  himfelf  Tick  •,  while 
his  diforder  is  intirely  that  of  his  own 
mind.  He  fatigues  with  his  complaints 
all  the  Phyficians  he  meets  with  :  {omQ 
laugh  at  him,  others  prefcribe  for  him, 
but  they  all  take  his  fees,  and  he  their 
phific.  There  is  not  a  quack  advertife- 
ment  he  reads,  but  he  fancies  the  cafe 
applicable  to  himfelf,  and  fends  for  the 
noflrum,  and  by  this  means  he  has  at 
length  arrived  at  deflroying,  or  at  lead 
greatly  damaging,  an  originally  good 
conftitution.  He  fcrupulouOy  weighs 
all  his  meat  and  drink,  of  which  he  re- 
gulates the  quantity  by  the  fandorian 
chair,  as  he  does  his  drefs  by  a  baro- 
meter. 1  really  believe  he  turned  his 
thoughts  on  Clara^   as  much  with  the 

view 
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viev/  of  advantag.!  to  his  health,  from 
having  a  nL.rf^  cf  her  cxquif^Uv'  bloom 
and  frefnnLis  as  for  any  tiding  elfe. 
Another  than  Clara,  not  tenptcd  by  his 
fortune,  or  not  driven  by  tje  vvart  of 
one  to  fuch  an  hofpital,  would  have 
laughed  at  him  -,  Clara  only  guod 
naturedly  pitied  his  cafe,  and  wlihed  to 
recommend  him  to  Dr.  Ty fon. 

It  is  really  but  juftice  to  Clara  to 
cbferve,  that  il^ie  pofiefTes  fovereignly 
the  taltnt  of  declining  offers  without 
offence  to  thofe  who  make  them.  I 
know  of  but  one  to  whom  fhe  pcrfonally 
gave  a  ihort  abrupt  difmiffion,  his  va- 
nity having  been  fo  dTenfive  that  fhe 
could  not  keep  meafures  wach  it,  or 
difdained  to  keep  them. 

Tais 
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This  was  young  Tcrpln,  fon  to  the 
notorious  Turpin,  who  has  made  one 
of  thofe  fcandalouily  rapid  and  immenfe 
fortunes  which  fo  juftly  provoke  tlie 
indignation  of  a  public,  that  could  not 
have  been  fo  infamoudy  pillaged,  if  the 
guarding  againd  fuch  depredations  had 
not  b^en  even  treafonably  neglc&d  by 
thofe  v.lio  had  the  adminidration  of  the 
national  treafures,  and  who,  for  want 
of  capacity,  or  of  attention  to  their  duty, 
made  or  fuftered  fuch  bubblts  bargains 
for  their  country.  If  Turpin  was  not 
ouilty,  the  government  could  not  be 
innocent ,  and,  in  the  mean  while,  leav^- 
ing  that  quefiion  to  be  decided  as  it 
may,  he  proceeds  enjoying  without  tade. 


a  fortune  gotten  v/ithout  honor. 
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Bat  as  to  the  young  cub  of  this 
bead  of  prey,  you  in  your  life  never 
faw  fo  ignoble,  fo  trivial  a  figure,  with 
a  dull  heavy  countenance,  anfwerable 
to  his  underilanding,  as  if  nature  had 
difdained  a  deception.  This  was  the 
wretch,  who,  fmitten  with  Clara's  beauty, 
made  his  addrefies  to  her  v;ith  an  info- 
lence  ridiculous  enough  for  its  abfurdity, 
but  not  very  furprizing  confidering  the 
condition  from  which  this  fon  of  a 
dunghill  fprung,  among  the  dregs  of 
the  people.  HiS  ilile  of  courtfhip  was 
that  of  a  man  doing  Clara  great  honor 
and  not  a  little  charity,  by  taking  her 
v.^ith  fuch  a  "  n-ondrous"  disproportion 
of  fortune,  (as  if  beauty,  virtue,  and 
talents  were  objedls   of  calculation  by 

pounds, 
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pounds,  fliillings,  and  pence,)  efpeci- 
ally  too  as  he  had  aclually  half  a  dozen 
Dukes  dauo;hters  thrown  at  his  head, 
over  whom  he  was  nr.oft  gracioufly 
giving  her  the  preference.  Clara,  rather 
fhocked  than  angry  at  his  pretentions, 
which  Ihe  looked  on  as  fo  degrading 
to  her,  was  not  content  with  a  fimple 
reje6lion  of  him,  but  threw  into  it,  to 
punlQi  his  infolence,  much  fuch  an  air 
as  one  would  ufe  to  a  footman  ofterins 
his  fervice  with  worfe  than  no  characler, 
with  a  bad  one. 

This,  however,  is  really  a  finglc 
inftance,  for  it  is  impoflible  for  any  one 
to  have  a  greater  averlion  than  Clara 
for   giving  pain   or   uneafinefs.     That 

cruelty 
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cruelty  cf  which   thofe   whom  ilie  re- 
iufes  comphiln,  lies,  even  by  their  own 
confefTion,    in  the  refufal  itfelf,   and  noc 
in  the  manner,  which  is  always  the  gen- 
tled:, though  the  firmed,  and  the  mod 
peremptory  imaginable.     But  they  mif- 
take   the   term ;    her    refusals    are  not 
cruelty  in  her,  but  delicacy,  and  even 
in   that  delicacy  flie   is   herfelf  purely 
pafiTive,   and  confeqaently  not  to  blame. 
Is   it  her  fault  if  thofe  who  have   hi- 
therto courted  her,  could  not  excite  in 
her  a  likins;  fulricient  to  determ.ine  her 
choice,  and    prevail   over   her   attach- 
ment to  her  liberty  ?  Is  fhe  anfwerablc 
for  their  want  of  power  to  pleafe  ?  Or 
would   it  not  ilill  be  a  greater  fault  in 
her  to  encourage  the  addrefles  of  thofe 
fhe   feels  flie  can  never   love,   and   to 

keep 
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keep  them  in  fufpence  with  the  lure  of 
faiie  hopes  ?  Ths  truth  is,  flie  is  only 
diliicult;  but  I  believe  her  heart  is  far 
from  impenetrable  to  the  painon  of 
love  •,  fenfible  of  which  herfelf,  flie 
dreads  the  confequences  of  a  choice  that 
is  to  embark  her  for  life,  on  a  ka, 
in  v;hich  there  are  a  thoufand  fr/ip- 
wrecks  for  one  good  voyage.  She 
may  pofRbly,  it  will  be  faid,  Vv'ith  hf 
nicenefs,  out-flay  her  market.  Be  it  fo  : 
that  is  at  her  riik  and  peril,  and  at 
the  word  a  difTicuky  of  chufing  can 
hardly  be  wcrfe  punifhed  than  what  a 
bad  choice  comm.only  is. 

In  the  mean  while,   from  her  prefenC 
eafe  and    tranquillity,   you   would  not 

conclude 
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conclude  her  greatly  alirmed  with  the 
fears  of  any  very  bad  confequences  to 
her  future  happinefs  from  her  prefent 
indifference. 

Yours,  Src. 

LlTCV  BuckleYi 


L  E  T. 
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LETTER     XVI. 

Clara   Maynwaring  to  Mrs, 
Mellefont. 


Richmond. 

t<  rTpA  O  Vv'hat  vicifTitudes,  to  what 
JL  "  unaccountable  turns  are  hu- 
*'  man  affairs  expofed  !"  Do  not  think, 
dear  fifter,  this  is  a  fcrap  of  moraHty, 
flolen  from  one  of  Mr.  Mellefont's 
fermons,  without  too  juil  a  caufo  of 
appUcation, 

The  Marquefs  of  Soberton,  after 
leaving  his  father  at  Spaw,  v/ith  fome 
hopes  of  recovery  from  his  illnefs,  finds, 
ar  his  return   to  England,   a  mother, 

whom 
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whom  he  had  left  in  perfed  health,  at 
the  point  of  death,  from  the  fudden 
fLfoke  of  an  apoplexy.  She  expires  in* 
fcnfible  in  his  arms.  His  grief  was,  I 
am  told,  immoderate.  Poor  Lady  Flar- 
riet,  too  !  How  deeply  do  I  feel  for 
her!  Independently  of  her  concern  for 
the  Marquefs's  Icfs,  and  of  the  retard- 
ment, in  refpecl  to  decency,  of  an  union 
v/hich  fnt  paiTionately  wifhcs  with  the 
cbjecl  of  her  piireli  love,  (he  lofes  in  the 
Duchcfs  a  valuable  friend.  It  was  her 
intereft  Vv^ith  her  fon,  perhaps,  too,  even 
her  afcendant  over  him,  that  enG;an;ed 
him  to  ratify  the  choice,  v.'hich,  with- 
out confulting  him,  Hie  had  made  of 
Lady  Harriet ,  a  choice,  to  which  (he 
was  miore  led  by  m.y  friend's  merit,  than 
even  by  the  family-convenience,  which, 

how- 
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hovv'evcr,  collaterally  found  its  ac- 
count: in  the  match.  I  Hiould,  indeed, 
imagine  it  impofiible  for  one  of  Lord 
Soberton's  character  for  tafte,  not  to  be 
ftru^k  with  fuch  tranfcendent  worth  as 
that  of  my  friend's,  in  whom  every 
thing,  beauty,  youth,  fortune,  and, 
above  all,  an  irrefiftible  amiablenefs  of 
charadler,  concur  to  fecure  a  profpecl  of 
happinefs. 

It  is  nov/,  indeed,  that  I  cordially  la- 
ment the  bar  which  Lady  Lovell's  chi- 
merical fears  have  thrown  in  my  way, 
to  my  flying  to  Lady  Harriet's,  and 
to  my  endeavours  at  alleviating  her  af- 
fliction, by  flncerely  fliaring  it.  But, 
after  what  has  pafl:,  for  me  to  go  to  her 
mother's  houfe,  is,  by  all  the  laws  of 

procedure. 
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procedure,  flridlly  forbiciden  me  :  And 
indeed  I  have,  ever  fince  my  knowledge 
of  Lady  LovelTs  injunction  to  her  daugh- 
ter not  to  fee  me,  had  the  jufl:  deHcacy 
to  avoid  putting  her  duty  into  confli6l 
with  her  incHnation,  and  have  never  met 
her  but  once,  the  day  before  Lord 
Sobcrton's  arrival,  at  an  au6lion  of  pic- 
tures, where  my  aunt  cafually  carried 
me,  and  where  v/e  exchanged  complaints 
of  the  perverfenefs  of  our  fortune,  and 
mutual  afilirances  of  the  conflancy  of 
our  friendfhip.  She  did  not  then  men- 
tion her  brother  to  m^e,  in  which  flie 
obli^-ed  me-,  and  in  her  letters  to  m^e 
obferves  the  fame  filence  \  on  my  part, 
I  have  not  once  made  him  an  objecl  of 
inquiry :  Nor  fliould  I  now  mention 
him,  but  to  exprefs  withal  miy  pleafure 

to 
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to  find  that  neither  the  incident  of  her 
brother's  fancy,  nor  the  confequences- 
upon  it,  had  produced  any  diminution 
of  Lady  Harriet's  regard  for  me,  or 
any  alteration  of  our  fentiments  of  mu- 
tual eileem. 

I  have  fent  her  a  letter  of  condole- 
ance  on  the  death  of  the  Ducliefs,  to 
which  her  anfwer  breathes  a  melancholy 
that  greatly  afflidh  me.  There  is  in  it 
1  know  not  what  air  of  diffidence  and 
alarm,  that  I  can  attribute  to  nothins: 
dfe  but  to  too  modefl  an  opinion  of 
herfelf,  and  an  exquifice  fenfibility. 
Perhaps,  too,  the  Marquefs  is  fo  tho- 
roughly taken  up  with  his  grief,  and  is 
himfelf,  on  his  recent  lofs,  tco  much 
agitated  by  the  fentiments  of  nature,  to 

Vol.  II.  D  pay 
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pay  attention  enough  to  thofe  of  love. 
That  paQlon  is,  I  fear,  of  all  the  paf- 
fions,  not  the  lead  unreafonable  in  its 
expe6lations.  A  little  time  mud  foon 
now  clear  up  every  thing. 

In  the  mean  while,  dear  fifier,  I  long 
impatiently  to  fee  you,  and  wifli  I  could 
prevail  on  our  aunt  here  to  come  down 
to  you  v»ith  me  ;  but  of  that,  for  many 
realbns,  I  defpair.  But  furely  there 
breathes  not  a  worthier  woman.  What 
oblir^ations  have  I  not  to  Mr.  Mellefont, 
for  his  recommendation  ?  He  knows 
her,  and  that  is  enough  s  that  difpenfes 
from  all  panegiric. 

Mrs.  ProiTer  was  here  but  yeflerday, 
and  has  given  me  a  packet  for  you,  of 

a  very 
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a  very  good  coIIecLion  of  Marcello's 
compofition.  He  is  undoubtedly  the 
Orpheus  of  church- mufic.  She  has  in- 
clofed  with  it  Mr.  Plarris's  Hermes  for 
Mr.  Mellefont.  I  cannot  fay  but  I 
greatly  efleem  that  woman  \  fhe  never 
appears  in  her  element  but  when  ilie  is 
doing  a  fervice,  and  yet  always  does  it 
with  fuch  an  air,  as  if  flie  was  ^rumblin^:; 
over  it.  I  am  convinced,  by  what  I 
fee  of  her,  that  good  humor  breeds  fat  -, 
if  fo,  I  cannot  think  flie  has  a  bad  bar- 
gain of  her's,  for  every  body  loves  her. 

You  mud  give  me  leave  to  throv/  in 
my  mite,  for  I  fliall  cram  into  her  pac- 
ket the  Stahat  rnaier  of  Pergolefe,  and  the 
Mijerere  of  Des-landes,  which,  though 
inferior  by  much  to  the  other,  is  net 
D  2  however 
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however  without  its  merit.  The  whole 
goes  by  the  next  coach,  with  a  whole 
cargo  of  p]ay-things  for  the  children, 
of  which  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  make 
an  equitable  diftribiuion. 

Yours,  Sec. 

Cjlara  Maynwaring. 


LEI'- 
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LETTER      XVIL 

Airs.  Buckley  to  Mr,  Mellefont; 

Dear  NephezVy  Richmond. 

I  Can  hardly  conceive  that  you  can 
be  without  feme  curiofity  about 
Lord  Lovellj  which,  however,  I  fhould 
be  unable  to  gratify,  but  for  Mrs. 
Villaret,  who,  as  I  have  before,  I  think, 
mentioned  to  you,  had  fome  acquaint- 
ance with  the  family,  which  was  rather 
interrupted  than  dropped. 

Upon  the  final  reje(5lion  he  received 

from  me,  in  Clara's  name,  he  returned 

D  3  to 
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to  town,  and  appeared  extremely  mor- 
tilied  and  difconcerted,  and   went  near 
neither  Lady  Lovell  nor  Lady  Harriet ; 
nor  would  fcarce  fee  any  one  but  his  old 
companion  Golding,  who  was  jufl:  re- 
turned to  town,  and  with  whom  he  has, 
at  length,   quarrelled,  on  a  caufe  that 
really  does  his  Lordfliip  honor.     Gold- 
ing, it  feems,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with 
him,  was  ilrongly  urging  him  to  fome 
adl  of  violence,  for  getting  Clara  into 
jiis   pofTefTion,  which  Lord  Lovell   to- 
tally difapproved.     In    the  heat  of  the 
difcurrion,  Golding,  very  probably  v;ith- 
cut  weighing  his  exprefilons,   or  in  the 
ignorance  of  their  force,   happened   to 
drop  fomething  that  fquinted  towards  a 
reproach  to  his  Lordfliip,  for  not  having 
a  heart  for  fuch  a  mettled  enterprize. 

Lord 
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Lord  Lovell,  in  whom  his  own  liccnti- 
oufnefs  had,  at  lead,  its  bounds,  being 
naturally  of  not  the  mod  endurini>  tern- 
per,   and    befides,    already    en  the  fret 
upon  that  fubjeft,  took  fire,  as  if  Gold- 
ing  had    accufed  him  of  poltroonery ; 
and  over- heating  himfelf  v/ith  that  no- 
tion, which,  however,   was  not  a  juil 
one,  (for  certainly  the  other  had  no  fuch 
meaning.)  came  to  violent  words  with 
him,   and  even  to  blows,  of  which  he 
was  afterwards  heartily  afhamed,  as  it 
might  give  the  world  room  to  fay,   he 
knew   whom    he  was  beating.      Lord 
Lovell,  by   the  bye,  never  wanted  for 
courage,    of  Vvhich   he   has   given   un- 
queftionable  proofs.     As  for  Golding, 
he  had   no  character  to  lole  by  this  in- 
cident ;   a  Negro  needs  not  fear  being 
D  4  blacker 
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blacker  than  he  is.  For  fome  little 
time  he  made  the  moft  abject  fubmif- 
fions  to  be  taken  into  favor  again,  by 
his  LorciHiip,  who,  however,  held  out ; 
and  who,  befides  declaring  himfelf  forry 
for  having;  ever  countenanced  fuch  a 
fellow,  made  -no  fecret  of  the  caufe  of 
tlie  quarrel.  Such  is  generally  the  end 
of  that  fociety  among  unequals,  which 
is  only  founded  on  a  community  of 
vices  and  follies. 

Golding,  grown  defperate  by  all  this, 
has,  by  way  of  extenuating  his  own 
guilt,  charged,  in  his  turn,  his  Lord- 
Ihip  with  having  no  need  to  be  fo 
fqueamifh,  for  that  his  honorable  love 
to  Clara  v/as  all  a  pretence  •,  and  that 
he  had  even  made  the  overture  of  it  to 

Lady 
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Lady  Lovell,  with  the  word:  defigns. 
I  really  do  not  know  how  he  fatished 
thofe  to  whom  he  told  this  ftory,  bvic 
fatisfied  it  feems  they  were  of  the  truth 
of  it. 

Lady  Lovell,  who  pafijonately  loves 
this  fon,  and  who  was  fo  mortally  averfe 
againft  his  marrying  Clara,  is,  with  all 
her  weaknefTes,  a  woman  of  flridl  mo- 
rals ;  upon  hearing  this  account,  of 
the  truth  of  which  llie  was,  it  feems, 
convinced,  fhe  had  the  candor  to  de- 
clare, that  fhe  could  fooner  forgive 
Lord  Lovell's  meannefs  in  his  court- 
fhip  of  a  woman  of  inferior  birth, 
than  fo  abandoned  a  procedure,  as  that 
of  preflTing  her  name  into  the  fervice 
of  dilhonor,  and  of  defigning  her  for 
D  5  his 
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jils  tool  of  ledudion  ;  fo  that  he  was 
in  thorough  difgrace  with  her.  All 
this,  combined  with  Clara's  difdain  of 
him,  even  on  the  footing  of  honorable 
love,  had  fo  overwhelmed  him  with 
fliame,  fo  crufned  his  vanity,  fo  fick- 
ened  his  gallantry,  that  he  was  not 
likely  foon  to  be  in  a  humor,  or  in 
a  capacity,  to  project,  with  a  very  good 
grace,  new  conquefls. 

His  revenge  on  Golding  being  out 
of  the  queftion,  by  that  fellow's  being 
notorioufly  beneath  all  farther  animad- 
verfion,  he  feems  to  have  turned  all 
his  revenge  againft  himfclf,  as  if  one 
folly  could  not  be  repaired  but  by  ano- 
ther. He  is  now  all  for  the  joys  of 
the   bottle.     You   may   guefs    what   a 

fee 
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fet  of  company   he   is   get   into,    with 
.whom  he  can  murder   his   tim.e  in  mid- 
night  uproar    and    ghafily    revels  ;     a 
com.pany  only   fir  to  invert  the  miracle 
at  the  feafl:  of  Canaan,   and   turn  tlie 
brifkeft  Burgundy  or  Tokay  into  ditch- 
water  ;    to    make    pleafure    fiupid   and 
gaiety  deteflable.     There  is  great  live- 
linefs,  to  be  fure,   in  being  carried  to 
bed,    after   a   fitting   of    fome    hour?, 
without  hearing  a  fillable  of  wit,  and 
great  humor  and  tafle   in  the  frolicks 
of  rakes,  dull  fober,   and  worfe  drunk. 
In    fuch    a    courfe,    however,    is   Lord 
Lovell  now  feeking  to  drown  reflexion, 
and  muft  foon  deftroy   his   health   and 
intelleds,  if  he   is   net  prevailed  upon 
to  flop  himifelf  in   time  in   that   infa- 
mously pernicious  career. 

D   6  Already 
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Already  Lady  Lovell  begins  to  re- 
lent, and  to  be  in  great  pain  for  him, 
and,  did  not  her  pride  fecretly  oppofe  it, 
would  perhaps  own  a  wifh  that  he  had 
been  in  earnefl:  in  his  addrefies  to  a  wo- 
man of  honor,  though  ungraced  with  a 
coronet  in  her  family,  that  fhould  have 
faved  him  from  the  confufion,  "  worfe 
*'  confounded,'*  into  which  he  is  at 
piefent  plunging  himfelf.  There  is, 
however,  one  point  of  which  it  was  with 
the  utmofl:  difficulty  Hie  was  brought 
to  the  behef,  that  not  only  Clara  had 
oiven  her  fon  a  flat  refufal,  but  that 
her  Ladylhip  might  very  fafely  rely  on 
her  not  retracing  it ;  an  afiurance  that 
gives  her  the  lefs  pleafure,  for  its  being 
beyond  her  conception,  and  for  its  ra* 
tlicr  hurting  her  vanity  of  opinion,  as  to 

her 
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her  Ton's  irrefiftible  merit.  To  know 
him  defpifed  by  Clara  was  to  her  almoft 
as  bad,  as  would  have  been  the  knowins: 
him  married  to  her. 


As  for  Lady  Harriet,  her  fifterly 
affe6lion  makes  her  fufrer  greatly  for 
him  ;  fhe  has  labored  very  fincerely  to 
bring  about  his  reconciliation  with  Lady 
Lovell,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  by 
the  exertion  of  her  good  fenfe  and  in- 
fluence, Ihe  will  bring  her  brother  to  x 
cooler  fenfe  of  things,  and  to  a  greater 
refped  for  himfelf. 

Clara,  in  this  point,  very  cordially 
fimpathifes  with  her,  and  would,  I  be- 
lieve, facrifice  to  Lady  Harriet's  fatif- 
fadion,  any  thing  but  her  heart,  which 

15 
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IS  independent  of  her.  This  I  can  fafely 
atteft  in  her  favor,  that  I  never  heard  a 
Tillable  come  from  her  in  the  ftile  of 
triumph  on  this  occafion,  but  many  a 
figh  of  a  compafTion  that  had  nothing 
of  infuk  in  it. 

But  enough,  and  too  much  of  this 
at  befl:  difagreeable  theme,  of  which  I 
fancy  we  have  got  pretty  well  rid :  in 
my  next  I  fiiall  have  another  matter  of 
communication  to  you. 

Yours, 

Lucy  Buckley, 


LET. 
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LETTER     XVIir. 
Mrs,  Buckley  to  Mr,  MellefontJ 

Richfnond, 

I  Threatened  you,  in  the  clofe  of  my 
laft,  with  a  new  fubjecl :  I  now  keep 
my  word,  and  proceed  with  pleafure  in 
the  character  of  writer  of  an  epiftolary 
hiftory,  of  which  Clara  is  the  heroine. 

She  had  been  by  Lady  Profler  intro-^ 
dticedto  Mrs.  Pierpoint,  a  Lady  of  great 
worth,  who  has  a  noble  hcufe  on  Rich- 
mond-green, and  is  pafilonately  fond  of 
mufic,  to  indulge  her  tafte  for  which, 

Ihe 
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fhe  has  fet  apart  a  very  commodious 
faloon  for  a  mufical  aflembly,  by  whom, 
under  the  dire6lion  of  a  great  mafter, 
there  are  concerts  executed  three  times 
a  week.  The  performers  are  chiefly  fuch 
Ladies  as  have  pufhed  their  talent  in 
mufic  beyond  the  degree  of  thofe  com- 
mon dilettantes^  who,  with  their  fmall 
proficiency,  and  premature  pretenfions, 
are  fitter  to  torment  than  to  pleafe  the 
ear.  The  two  Mifs  Willoughby's,  the 
one  with  her  harpfichord,  the  other  with 
her  lute,  might  play  with  diftindlion 
among  the  firfb  profefTors  of  the  art ; 
Clara,  as  you  well  know,  has  an  admira- 
ble voice,  with  great  judgment,  and  an 
inimitable  grace  •,  the  refl  of  the  band 
are  not  quite  fo  excellent,  but  there  are 
none  of  them  that  are  not  much  above 

medio- 
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mediocrity,  fo  that  upon  the  whole  they 
contribute  to  fumifh  a  very  agreeable 
entertainment,  which  is  never  continued 
a  moment  beyond  that  in  which  it  ceafes 
to  be  fo.  Mrs.  Pierpoint  does  the  ho- 
nors of  it  with  great  elegance  of  tafte, 
and  without  any  affedation,  taking  effec- 
tual care  that  none  but  real  good  com- 
pany, in  the  juflefl  fenfe  of  that  word, 
ihould  be  admitted,  as  fhe  would  no 
more  open  her  doors  to  a  worthlefs 
Duke,  than  to  an  indigent  iharper. 
Every  thing  is  condu6led  there  with 
the  greatefl:  eafe,  joined  with  the  mofl 
perfect  decency.  Without  prefuming  to 
didate  to  the  tafte  of  her  company,  her 
contempt  of  cards  does  not  hinder  her 
from  indulging  them  to  thofe  who  chufq 
them,  and  whom  the  not  reducing  to 

the 
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the  neccfnty  of  fheer  convcrHuion,  ren* 
ders  more  indifferent  to  them  than  they 
polTibly  might  be  if  they  were  not  at 
hand.  But  all  that  can  be  called  gam- 
ing is  effedually  difcountenanced.  The 
refrefhments  provided  are  regulated  by 
an  attention  to  health,  and  to  the  feafon, 
and  are  of  no  very  great  expencc  to  Mrs. 
Pierpoint,  who  gives  the  entertainment, 
being  chiefly  coffee,  tea,  chocolate,  bif* 
cults,  and  the  like. 

It  is  very  feldom,  hov/ever,  that  Clara 
goes  there,  and  never  without  Lady 
ProfTer,  whom  fhe  is  always  defi rous  of 
obliging,  and  with  myfelf.  Not  that  flie 
does  nor  greatly  love  mufic,  or  can  have 
any  objecftion  to  her  exercifmg  herfelf 
in  it,  in  an  alTcmbly  of  which  flie  is  the 

.   admiration 
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admiration  and   delight  •,     but   I  don't 
know  how  it  is,  there  is  in  her  a  natural 
difinclination  to  go  into  company,  and 
an  invincible  timidity,  which  feems  lefs 
to  proceed  from,  her  not  being  ufed  to 
it  (which  certainly  is  not  the  cafe,   for 
ihe  has  feen  a  great  deal,)  than  from  an 
exquifite  delicacy   of  fenfibility  which 
makes  her  flirink  from  the  approaches 
of  anv  but  of  thofe  wi.h  whom  flie  is 
well  or  long  acquainted.     She  appears 
fo  much  born  for  domeftic  life,  that  Hie 
is  out  of  her  element  in  a  public  place, 
or  in  mixed  company.     To  thofe  with 
whom  file    is    familiar   Caf^    lets   herfelf 
locfe  with  all  the  boundlefs  freedom  of 
innocent  gaiety;  but,  among  Grangers, 
ihe  carries  fomewhat  of  an  air  of  referve, 
but  a  referve  fo  far  from  gloomy,  fo 

far 
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far  from  repulfive,  that  it  rather  fcrv^es 
as  a  zed  to  that  engaging  fweetnefs  of 
her*s  which  is  in  perfed:  harmony  with 
it. 

Lady  Profler  and  I  then  had  got  her 
one  morning  to  Mrs.  Pierpoint's,  when 
there  was  no  afl[embly,  but  only  two 
or  three  lauies  of  her  acquaintance, 
round  the  harpfichord  in  the  mufic- 
faloon. 

Mrs.  Pierpoint  having  received,  the 
evening  before,  an  Italian  fong  fet  to 
mufic,  which  has  a  great  vogue,  and 
which  I  inclofe  you  with  this,  defired 
Clara  to  favour  her  with  the  execution 
of  tt,  by  way  of  rehearfaf  againft  the 
next  afiembly.     Clara  complied  without 

the 
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the  lead  hefitarion,  and  fitting  down 
to  the  harpfichord,  was  finging  it  at 
fjght,  with  her  ufual  eafe  and  fuperiority 
of  fkill,  when  on  a  fudden  there  entered 
into,  the  room,  without  being  announced, 
a  young  Gentleman  in  deep  mourning, 
who  was,  it  fcems,  expeded  by  Mrs. 
Pierpoint^ 

The  attention  of  the  company  being 
abforbed  by  Clara's  performance,  he 
had  the  tim.e  to  place  himfelf  foftly 
behind  her  chair,  unobferved  by  her, 
and  for  fome  moments  by  us  the  bye- 
ilanders,  whofe  eyes  when  he  faw  fixed 
on  him,  he  made  a  fign  of  intreaty  not 


to  difturb  the  finger. 


Iii 


JO         Mrs,  Buckley 

In  the  mean  while  I,  who  had 
really  never  feen  him  before,  readily 
conjeclured,  from  the  air  of  familiarity 
and  eafe  with  which  he  treated  Mrs. 
Pierpoint,  that  he  was  fomx  perfon 
not  only  of  charafler,  for  her  door 
was  open  to  none  ^]k^  but  particularly 
efleemed  by  her;  as  then  his  eyes  and 
ears  were  wholly  taken  up  with  Clara, 
it  was  eafy  for  me  to  examine  his  per- 
fon. 

With  a  very  noble  deportment  and 
a  flately  prefence,  there  was  in  his 
countenance  an  air  of  lang-uor  that 
was  even  pleafing,  as  it  appeared  lefs 
the  impreiTion  of  a  grief,  than  of  a 
temper  fo  habitually  turned  to  ten- 
dcrnefs  and    humanity,   that    his   face 

had 
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had  moulded  itfelf  upon  his  heart. 
He  was  tall  and  genteel,  in  fliort,  a 
v^ry  agreeable  figure. 

No  fooner  had  Clara  finifhed  her 
fong,  and  received  the  applaufe  which 
it  was  hardly  pofTible  to  deny  her, 
and  in  which  the  flranger  emphatically 
joined,  than  Mrs.  Pierpoint,  taking 
him  by  the  hand,  prefented  him  to 
thofe  of  the  company  who  did  not 
know  him,  under  his  title  of  the  Mar- 
■quefs  of  Soberton. 

At  this  name  Clara  could  not  help 
llarting  with  the  emotion  of  an  agree- 
able furprife,  when  the  Marquefs,  with- 
out giving  her  the  time  to  fay  any 
thing,  bowing  very  low  to  her,  en- 
treated 


72  Mrs,  Buckley 

treated  her  pardon,  both  for  Mrs.  Pie!»- 
point  and  himfelf,  having  laid  this 
fcene  for  a  firft  interview,  for  which 
Lady  Harriet's  encomiums,  both  in  her 
letters  and  verbally,  had  given  him  the 
mod  impatient  curiofity  -,  adding,  that 
he  heartily  forgave  Lady  Harriet  for 
her  not  having  done  her  jiiftice  in  her 
defcrlption,  fince  he  faw  that  was  im*- 
pofTible. 

Clara  letting  this  compliment  fall  to 
the  ground,  with  much  more  modefly 
than  the  taking  it  up  and  dwelling 
upon  it  v/ould  have  been,  acquitted 
herfelf  of  the  due  expreffion  of  civility 
on  this  occafion  with  a  chearfulncfs,  a 
franknefs  of  air,  which  I  had  never 
before  obferved   in   her   to  a  flranger, 

ufed 
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ufed  as  fhe  was  to  be  remarkably  Hiy 
to  any,  efpecially  at  the  firfl  fight.  Her 
eyes  Teemed  to  gUften  with  the  fmiles 
of  liking  and  approbation. 

-As  for  the  Marquefs,  as  I  had  all 
the  coolnefs  of  a  by-ftandcr,  I  could 
eafily  difcern  the  imprefiion  that  his 
"view  of  Clara,  as  fne  flood  up  to  pay 
her  refpecls,  made  on  him.  He  looked 
■profoundly  fxruck,  v/hich,  however, 
might  be  nothing  more  than  the  com- 
mon effedl  of  Clara's  appearance  :  foon, 
however,  encouraf2;ed  by  her  eng-so-jncr 
manner  of  receiving  him,  which  had 
even  fomething  carefiing  in  it,  he  re- 
covered himfelf  into  rather  more  eaf^, 
and  they  prefcntly  (lid  into  a  conver- 
fation,  of  which  Lady  Harriet  being 
Vol.  II.  E  the 
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the  fubjedl,  Clara  was  the  lefs  referved, 
and  the  more  drawn  on  to  fpeak  with 
readinefs  and  familiarity.  Perhaps  I 
refine  too  much,  perhaps  my  partiality 
for  Clara  may  feduce  me,  but  I  thought 
that  of  the  two  it  was  not  the  Mar- 
quefs  that  was  the  leafl  embarrafied. 
Soon  the  converfation  growing  general, 
and  the  time  approaching  for  feparat- 
ing,  the  Marquefs,  addrefllng  himfelf 
to  me,  faid,  he  hoped  he  lliould  have 
both  our  leaves  to  pay  his.  refpeclful 
vifits  to  Clara,  which,  if  admitted,  he 
fnould  the  oftener  avail  himfelf  of  the 
permiiTion,  as  he  was  come  to  (lay  for 
fome  little  time  at  Peterlham,  with  his 
aunt  Lady  Clifford. 

As 
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As  there  could  be  no  reafon,  on  the 
terms  he  flood  with  Lady  Harrier,  for 
declining  fuch  a  civility,  Clara  joined 
with  me  in  alluring  him,  that  we  fliould 
confider  it  as  an  honor,  and  receive  it 
as  a  favor, 

■  No  fooner  was  Clara  returned  home, 
than  fhe  fat  down  to  write  Lady  Har- 
riet a  minute  account  gf  what  had 
pafTed,  which  fhe  concluded  wich  a  fin- 
cere  congratulation  on  her  profped  of 
happinefs,  in  a  choice  that  did  her  tafle 
fo  much  h6nor. 

Lady  Harriet's  anfwer  expreffed  great 

fatisfadlion  at  Clara's  having  k^n  this 

fovereign   elea  of  her   heart,   and  ef- 

E  2  pecially 
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daily  at  her  approbation  of  him,  which, 
if  it  could  not,  fhe  faid,  increafe  her 
love,  at  lead  confirmed  her  judgment, 
and  gave  to  her  pafTion  the  authority 
of  reafon.  Still  there  was  in  her  letter 
a  turn  to  the  gently  plaintive  flrain,  for 
the  Marquefs's  not  having  given  her 
opportunity  enough  to  employ  herfelf 
perfonally  in  the  alleviation  of  his  grief, 
by  fincerely  fharing  it,  and  for  his 
flying  for  confolation  to  any  thing 
but  love.  She  concluded  with  thefe 
words : 

^'  You  might  wonder,  my  dear  Clara, 
"  that,  fenfible  as  I  am  of  the  power 
"  of  your  charms,  I  am  not  in  the 
"  lead  touched  with  a  jealoufy,  which, 
"  from  my  never  having  felt  it,  I  may 

**  venturj: 
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venture  to  aver,  is  not  infcparable 
from  love  •,  I  fay,  you  might  wonder 
at  this,  if  YOU  did  not  know  me 
and  yourfelf.  Incapable  of  fo  vain 
a  thought  as  that  of  prefuming  on 
my  Lord's  conftancy  from  my  owa 
perfonal  merit,  I  pleafe  myfelf  with 
the  unlimited  confidence  I  have  in 
his  character.  I  v/ould  difdain  to 
owe  his  fidelity  to  the  poor  circum^ 
fiance  of  his  not  feeing  a  woman 
more  worthy  of  being  beloved  than 
myfelf.  On  the  contrary,  I  wifh 
him  fuch  trials.  If  he  comes  off 
vidlorious,  the  honor  will  be  the 
greater  to  himi,  and  the  fecurity  to 
me.  If  he  does  not,  I  may  and 
fhall  undergo  the  mod  mortal  afflic- 
tion, but  fhould  difdain  a  poflelTion 
E  3  "  on 
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*  on  fo  precarious  a  tenure,  as  that 
'  of  a  fu per- eminence,  to  vvliich  I  am 
'  clear  I  have  no  pretentions,  or  of 
'  that  of  a  heart  capable  of  facrificing 

*  to  a  motive  of  change  fo  eafily  pre- 

*  f urn  able,    and    which   often    depends 

*  on  the  levity  of  fancy,  the  happinefs 

*  of  a  woman,  that  H^-ould  entirely 
'  found  it  on  the  faith  of  his  fuperi- 
^  ority  to  it/' 

Nothing  more  jufl,  nothing  more 
generous,  than  Lady  Harriet's  fenti- 
mcnts  on  this  point ;  but  the  greatnefs 
of  my  regard  for  her  makes  me  fear, 
that  file  has  not  enough  dillinguiflied. 
between  the  cruel  and  too  common 
acquiefcence  in  a  family- arrangement 
of   interefl  and   convenLoece,    and   the 

clear- 
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clear- fpirited  pafTion  of  love,  fuch  as 
fhe  finds  it  in  her  own  heart,  and  pre- 
fumes  it  becaufe  llie  wiflies  it  in  Lord 
Soberton's,  and  becaufe  it  would  per- 
haps have  hurt  her  too  much  to  en- 
tertain a  doubt,  that  might  have  led 
her  to  an  examination.  Her  fmcerity 
of  paflion  will  have  blinded  her  to  the 
eoolnefs  of  his  return.  Not  that  I  tJiink 
Lord  Soberton  capable  of  infincerity  to 
her  •,  it  is  v>^ith  himfelf  that  he  will 
have  been  inflncere,  in  his  taking  thoie 
fentiments  of  efteem  for  Lady  Harrier, 
which  it  is  not  poOible  to  know  her 
and  to  refufe  to  her,  for  love,  or  for 
fomething  very  likely  to  become  love. 

I  have  feen   and  perufed   his  letters 
to  her,   from  the  Spaw,   where  he  was 

E  4  with 
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with   the  Duke  his  father,  and  vvhere- 
ever    he   introduces  the  word  Love,    I 
thought  I    could,    more    agreeably    to 
the  fenfe  of  the   context,    have  fubfti- 
t^jted    ECceem.       I    have    naarked    his 
procedure   fince  his   return  •,   it   has   al- 
ways   appeared    to    me    in    the    higheft 
foim   of    o;ood- breeding,    but  without 
any  thing  of  that  eagcrnefs  and  warmth 
that  charaflerife  a   palTion,  and  lefs  in 
the  (lilc  of  lentiment  than  of  ceremony. 
Perhaps  I  over-refine,    perhaps   I   may 
be  mifraken,   at  Itaff,  I   fincerely   widi 
I- may  be  fo. 

Mrs.  Pierpvoint,  v; ho  is- intimate  with 
his  aunCj  and  has  knov^n  him  from  his 
infancy,  gave  me,  the  other  day,  his 
hiilory,    rncreiV   in    the  courfe  of  con* 

verfation. 
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verfation,  without  my  having  led  her 
into  it  by  the  way  of  inquiry,  and 
purely  from  her  own  pleafure  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  him. 

His  education  had  proceeded  in  the 
common  rote  through  fchool  and  col- 
lege, without  prefenting  any  thing 
extraordinary  except  his  fingular  ap- 
plication to  his  fludies,  which  produced 
a  proficiency  in  them  very  uncommon 
for  thofe  of  his  rank,  who  are  too 
often  ruinoufly  indulged  and  even  en- 
couraged in  a  remifliiefs,  v/hlch,  if  ever 
years  bring  with  them  judgment,  they 
are  fure  to  repent,  when  the  lofs  of 
the  moft  favourable  time  for  learning' 
of  any  kind,  is,  generally  fpeaking,  ir- 
jFeparable.     What  expeflation  can  there 

E  5  he 
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be  of  an  harvefl:  where  there  has  been 
no  cukivation?  The  fpring  of  youth^ 
is  naturally  the  feafon  of  improve nient> 
and  man  knows  no  fecond  fpring. 

Upon  finifhlng  his  ftudies,  inftead 
of  being  hurried  away  prematurely 
on  that  filly  wild-goofe  chace  after 
accomplifnment,  called  the  grand-tour^ 
in  the  manner  it  is  commonly  per- 
formed, he  underwent  at  lead  a  year's 
preparation,  not  only  by  reading  the 
very  few  good  books  of  voyages, 
which  were  fpecially  felecled  for  him, 
but  by  being  inftrufled  in  the  adual 
pofition  of  the  Courts  of  Europe  in 
general,  and  particularly  of  thofe  he 
was  intended  to  vifit,  and  in  the  cha- 
raflers   and    views    of    the    refpedlive 

leading 
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leading  men  in  each.     His  defire  was 

alfo  excited  to  fee  and  converfe  perfonally 

with  all  the  eminent  in  arts  and  fciences, 

to  whom  he  was  to  carry  introduclory 

letters   of  recommendation,    fuch    cha- 

raflers  being  of  all  the  lead  likely  ta 

make  any  advances  to  him,  or  to  throw 

themfelves  in  his  way  •,  the  lights  and 

inflrudions,   however,    to  be   gathered 

from     whom     were     incomparably     a 

greater  obje6t  of  curiofity,  than  domes, 

porticos,  paintings,  flatues,  monum.ents, 

cabinets,   or  the  like,  that  fo  vulgarly 

fatisfy    the    filly    fuperficial     gape    of 

travelling  fight- mongers ;  not  that  thefe 

need   be    wholly    neglected ;     the    jufl 

point  is    only   to   confider   them   in   a 

very  fubordinate  view. 

E  6  Ga 
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On  his  travels,  then,  his  taile  thus  pre^ 
vioufly  formed  was  not  only  ufeful  to 
himfelf,  but  did  honor  to  his  country, 
by  his  fupporting  the  dignity  of  a  BritilK 
Nobleman,  I  mean  fuch  as  it  was  before 
the  barely  not  total  extindlion  of  that 
characler.  Mr.  Greville,  who  attended 
him  as  a  kind  of  travelling  council,  qua- 
lified by  more  years,  and  a  greater  ex- 
perience to  advife  and  dired:  his  con- 
duct, was  himfelf  a  real  Gentleman  of  the 
politeft  education,  the  grcatefl  elevation 
of  fentiments,  and  a  perfeft  knowledge 
of  the  v/orld.  To  define  him  by  nega- 
tives, which  will  give  at  once  an  idea  of 
the  happinefs  of  the  chofce  procured  for 
his  Lordfhip,  and  of  the  wretchednefs  of 
that  io  frequently  made  for  thofe  of  his 

rankj. 
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rank,  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  Hot- 
tentots of  literature,  thofe  unciviHzed 
pedants,  with  nothing  to  recommend 
them  but  a  few  undigefled  fcraps  of 
Latin  and  Greek,  who  themfelves  need 
a  preceptor  of  manners,,  and  who  have 
fo  flrikingly  the  air  of  a  bear  leading  his 
cub  a  dance.  As  little  was  he  one  of 
thofe  pertj.fhallow,  frothy,  led- captains,. 
\vho,  equipped  with  a  fmattering.  of 
murthered  French,  and  with  all  the. 
fcum  of  court-futility,  imagine  them- 
felves the  fined  of  fine  Gentlemen,  cwid 
confequentially  enough  to  fo  falfe  a  con^- 
ceit,  run  the  perlbnage,  wifely  entrufled 
ta  their  charge,  through  a  whole  courfe 
of  nonfenfe,  of  every  thing,  in  fhorr,  thaf. 
tafle  would  fly  from  anddifdain,a  ftupid. 
circle  of  pandars,  buona-robas,  opera- 

fingers  J. 
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fingers,  the  canaglia  virtuofa,  mumping 
Cicerones,  filly  cicifbeos,  or  foreign  no- 
blemen, more  ignorant,  if  pofTible,  than 
themfelves  -,  and  when  they  return,  what 
a  boafl:  to  have  feen  the  Pope,  the  Pre- 
tender, and  all  the  fine  fights,  with  ait 
emphafis  that  makes  trifles  more  triflings. 
But  no  matter,  they  will,  and  the  more 
is  the  pity,  *'  have  feen  Europe,  and 
Europe  them,."  as  an  old  Knight  faid 
to  his  fon. 

Lord  Soberton  having  been  happy^ 
enough  to  efcape  the  difadvantage 
to  him  of  either  of  thefe  choices,, 
and  being  pre-infl:ru6led  in  that  art^ 
fo  ufeful  and  fo  little  known,  of  fee- 
ing with  judicious  eyes,  proceeded 
on  his  travels,  which  he  finifhed  with 

great 
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great  and  juft  fatisfaclion  to  himfelf  and 
friends,,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Greville^ 
who,  attending  him  in  the  charadler  of 
companion,  friend,  and  guardian,  ac- 
quitted himfelf  nobly  of  his  charge. 

He  returned  home,  fraught  with  ufe- 
ful  points  of  knowledge,  and  efpecially^ 
by  comparifon,  penetrated  with  a  reve- 
rence for  the  conftitution  of  his  native 
country,  which  he  looked  on  as  the 
fheet-anchor  that  would  alone  enable 
it  to  weather  the  temporary  detriment  to 
it,  from  the  wretched  government  un- 
der which  he  fouod  it,  without  order, 
and  without  authority,  and,  what  is 
worfe  yet,  without  deferving  to  have  any; 
Ml  a  condition,  in  fhort,  that  made  it  no 
fmall  merit,  the  not  defpairing  of  the 

commonwealth. 

So 
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So  foon  as  he  was  arrived  all  parties 
made  their  application  to  him,  not, 
moft  certainly,  for  any  good  they  ex- 
pected from  him,  of  which  they  had 
not  the  lead  conception,  but  for  the 
ill  that  each  of  them  apprehended 
from  the  weight  which  his  accefTion 
would  give  to  their  opponents.  With- 
out honor  enough  to  efteem  merit  in 
tlieir  enemies,  they  deleft  it  in  their 
friends,  becaufe  they  fear  it  every  where* 
It  was  not,  then,  poflible  for  him  to 
have  lefs  merit  than  the  heads  of  the 
parties  wifhed  him  to  have  for  their 
fervice,  which  is  fo  exadly  trjae,  that 
you  would  have  fworn  the  competition 
for  places  was  carried  on  by  an  emula- 
tion of  worthlVfrnefs.  One  who  is 
now  affociated  to  the  rank  of  a  Peerj^ 

ha&. 
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lias  had  the  candor  to  attefl  this  me- 
lancholic truth,  of  worth  being  even  a 
necefiary  exclufion. 

Perhaps,  dear  nephew,  you  may 
tliink  this  exagerated.  Turn  to  his 
pamphlet,  of  which  I  fent  you,  fome 
years  ago,  a  copy,  for  the  curiofity  -,  it 
is  entitled,  *'  A  7nodefi  Apclogy  for  his 
ConduSi.'^  You  will  find,  page  15. 
thcfe  ever  memorable  words, 

"  r  cannot  help  refledling  to  what 
*'  numerous  inconveniences,  not  to  fay 
"  mifchiefs,  a  nation  is  fubjecl,  where 
"  the  very  nature  and  neceflity  of  public 
''  affairs,  cr  of  thofe  who  dire^  them, 
"  make  it^  abfolutely  necefiary  to  exclude 

"  the 
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**  the  greatell,  the   wifefl,  and  the  beft 
"of  men." 

Yet  what  is  this  but  in  other  terms 
imputing  to  a  government  the  molt 
fhameful,  the  moll  execrable  of  all 
falfe  necefiities,  that  of  a  recourfe  to 
the  fervice  of  knaves  and  fools  ? 

In  this  condition  it  was  that  Lord 
Soberton,  at  his  return,  found  his 
country,  much  as  he  had  left  it,  or 
rather  grov;ing  every  day  worfe  and 
worfe,  its  intereft  lying  negleded,  like 
a  houfe  in  Chancery  between  contend- 
ing parties,  and  running  to  ruin  fo  as 
to  threaten  foon  to  be  not  worth  to 
any  the  getting  poiTefiion.  He  beheld, 
then,    v/ith   pity  and    indignation,    fo 

vile 
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vile  a  fiflem  as  the  current  one, 
titles  degraded,  ribbons  flained,  pofts 
difhonored  by  the  dirty  channel  in 
which  preferment  to  them  generally 
ran,  reverfions  fcandalouily  anticipated, 
penfions  out  of  the  money  of  the 
public,  for  incapacity  of  fervice,  or, 
worfe  yet,  for  notorious  diflervice  to 
i-t;  while  many  of  thefe  infamous  be- 
nefits were  not  even  conferred  by  favor, 
cr  fpomaneous  emanations  from  au- 
thority, but  infolently  forced  from  it, 
the  trophies  of  victorious  faction  j  in 
which  cafe  they  had  (hockingly  the 
atr  of  the  prifes  of  a  low  dirty  fcramble, 
or  of  goods  fnatched  out  of  a  houfe 
on  fire,  by  ruffians  watching  the  hour 
gf  diflrei^. 

With 
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With  the  fpirir,  then,  to  prefer 
an  inrolment  in  the  book  of  ftate- 
martyrs  for  ferving  his  country,  to 
a  place  in  the  Court- Kalendar  for  be- 
traying it,  the  Marquefs  fpurned  the 
applications  of  all  parties-,  determi- 
ned as  he  v/as  to  devote  his  whole 
power  of  utility  to  the  real  fervice 
of  the  nation  •,  difdarning  the  im^ 
plicitnefs  of  being  inlifted,  where  a 
man  dares  not  call  his  vote  his  own, 
even  in  th«  moft  {acred  of  all  cafes, 
that  of  the  trufl  repofed  in  him  by 
his  country. 

With  theie  ideas,  you  may  eafily 
think  he  would  not  be  minillerially  re- 
commended to  any  borough,  and  though 
fure-  of  carrying   one    by    his    family- 

interefl,.. 
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latereft,  he  loolvcd  on  his  exertion  of 
that  influence  as  a  criminal  prevarica- 
tion againil  thofe  laws,  which  fo  wifely 
prohibit  to  Peers  their  intermeddling  in 
eledions,  and  which  are  fo  dangeroufly, 
not  to  fay  treafonably,  tending  to  fuffer 
abolition,  by  difufe,  connivance,  or  neg- 
ledl.     In  vain  did  his  father  and  friends 
prefs  him  to  conquer  .that  fcruple,  which 
they  even  tried  to  turn  to  ridicule,  by 
giving    it    the  name  of  falfe    heroics, 
in  times   when  there   was   no  hope   of 
effeclually   oppofing   the    current,    but 
by  appearing  to  go  with  it :    the  Mar- 
quefs    to   this    inflexibly     oppcfed    for 
anfwer,   That  a  man  who   was  himfelf 
breaking  the  law  in  one  point,  could 
with  a  very  ill  grace  oppofe  the  breach 
^f  it   in  others,   and   that    he    would 

difdain 
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difdaln  to  enter  the  houfe  at  a  door  he 
was  determined,  whenever  he  fhould 
have  got  in,  to  endeavour  at  condemn- 
ing, or  {hutting  up  for  ever  in  future. 

Soon  after,  a  borough  deputed  to 
him,  with  an  entreaty  to  do  it  the 
honor  of  reprefenting  it.  Lord  Sober- 
ton,  who  was  not  at  all  the  bubble 
T)f  this  invitation,  and  knew  very  well 
what  it  meant,  did  not  think  himfelf 
at  liberty  to  refufe,  though  but  a  feem- 
ing  opportunity  of  being  in  a  way  to 
ferve  the  nation,  but  was  withall  deter- 
mined to  preferve  an  inviolable  refpecl 
for  his  own  favorite  general  maxim, 
That  whoever  buys  his  feat  will  fell 
his  country.  He  declared  himfelf,  then, 
a  candidate,  but  when  it  came  to  the 

pufh, 
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pufli,  though  perhaps  the  kingdom  can- 
not boaft  a  Nobleman  of  a  more  truly 
generous   fpirit,  he  would  not  facrifice 
fixpence  to  bribery,  direct  or  indired, 
in   any    of    thofe    fhapes    which    that 
Proteus  takes  to  elude   the  danger   of 
the  grafp  of  Juflice,  little  as  that  dan- 
ger is,  confidering  that  her  hands,  on 
this    occafion,    appear   taken   up    with 
being  held  before  her  eyes.     But  v/hat 
was  the  confequence  ?    His  appearance 
in  that  chara6ler  only  ferved    to   raife 
the  price  of  the  feat  to  young  Turpin, 
who  had  flood  againfl  him,  who,  lite- 
rally fpeaking,   was  beneath  the  honor 
of   being   his   footman,    but    who,   in 
virtue  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  that 
money,  of  which  his  father  had  plun- 
dered  the  public^   being  thrown  av/ay 

by 
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by  him,  In  order  to  make  a  mod  vil- 
lainous figure  in  Parliament,  carried  ic, 
in  the  jocky-jargon  of  the  turf,  hollow 
againft  his  Lordfhip.  On  this  failure, 
the  Marquefs  faid  he  was  only  forry,  that, 
with  all  his  execration  of  corruption^ 
he  had  been  the  caufc  of  it  in  others^ 
hut  that  he  much  wondered  at  the 
abfurdity  of  our  laws,  who  punifhed 
with  death  any  wretched  debafer  of  the 
lawful  coin  of  the  kingdom,  while  they 
had  provided  no  adequate  punifliment 
for  an  infinitely  more  atrocious  crime, 
that  of  debafing  the  lawful  fubjeds 
of  Great  Britain,  by  corrupting  them. 
"A  kingdom  (Lord  Burleigh  obferved) 
"  could  not  be  rich  while  the  coin  was 
"  bafe  ;"  he  might  have  juftly  added,  that 
while  the    fubjeds   were   fo,    it  could 

noi 
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not  be  flrong.     When  the  very  foun- 
tains of  good  government,  on  which 
the  national  welfare  and  fafety   (o  ca- 
pitally depend,  are  poifoned,  what  de- 
ftruflive    evils    mufl    not    flow    from 
them  P    While  the  facility   with   which 
Corruption,  by  taking  a  thoufand  fhapes, 
eludes  what   little   reftraints   there   ap- 
pear  to   be   laid  on   it   for  form-fake, 
only  (hews  it  at  once  the  more  mean, 
for  its    recourfe   to  difguifes,    and    the 
more  dangerous,    for   the  difnculty   of 
guarding  againfl:  it.     Adding,   that  to 
murder  a  Briton    was,   in   the  eye   of 
found   policy,   a  venial   trefpafs,    com- 
pared to  that   of  corrupting   him   out 
of   his    duty    to    the    public,    fince    it 
killed    the    freeborn    fubjed,    v/hile    it 
left  the  villaincus  flave  alive  j  for  furejy 
V  0  L.  II.  F  a  bought 
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a  bought  voter  is,  in  fa6l,  no  freer 
than  a  forced  one,  and  certainly  more 
infamous  •,  left  him  to  rot  above  ground, 
«  nuifance  to  his  own  confcience,  and 
a  pefl  to  his  country.  In  which  plain, 
unexaggerated  light,  though  a  mafTacre 
of  a  multitude  of  Britons  might  carry 
in  the  found  of  it  Ibmething  more 
dreadful,  it  could  not,  in  the  kn(p^ 
give  a  more  horrid  idea  than  the  pef- 
tilential  vapor  of  corruption's  defbroy- 
ing  the  nation  itfelf,  and  making  of 
it  a  cadaverous  mafs,  fit  only,  with  its 
leaven  of  putrefadion,  to  engender  and 
nouridi  fwarms  of  vermin ;  for  furely 
it  is  not  men  that  corruption  breeds. 

To  thofe   who,  on   his   thus  mifllng 
two  ele^lions,  expoftulated  with  him,  on, 

perhaps, 
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perhaps,  an  overftrain  of  rigor  in  him, 
in  times  that  required  a  greater  latitude 
of  principle,  his  Lordfhip  was  the  fii d 
to  laugh    at    himfelf  for   acling  as   if 
he  was   very  ferioufly   looking  on   the 
Houfe,  as  the  Romans  did  on  the  fandlu- 
ary  of  Honor,  to  which  they  allowed  no 
accefs  but  through  the  temple  of  Virtue  \ 
but  that,  all  jelling  apart,  he  heartily 
adopted   Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard's  opi- 
nion, "  That  there  was  nothing  in  the 
"  world  worth  being  a  rafcal  for, "  and 
that,   according   to    his    fixt   principle, 
there  could  not  be  a  more  mean,    raf- 
^ally  a(fl,  than  that  of  tempting  others 
to  break  the  laws  of  their  country,  in 
a  concern  eflential  to  its  very  falvation  : 
befides  vv'hich,   he  had   an    unconquer- 
able averfion  for  his  rcTembling,  in  any 
F  2  point. 
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point,    the  knaves   of  intereft,   or  the 
fools  of  fafliion. 

That  as  to  the  firfl,  wliofe  motive 
for  getting  into  the  houfe,  was  to  make 
a  traffic  of  themfclvirs,  and  of  the 
greateft  concerns  of  the  nation,  he 
had  not  words  to  exprefs  his  horror 
for  thofc  infamous  pohtical  fortune- 
hunters,  or  adventurers,  who  had  not 
a  fingle  idea  of  reprefenting  their  coun- 
try, or  any  part  of  it,  except  that 
moil  contemptible  part  of  it,  their 
own  dear  felves,  which  they  com- 
monly fold  a  mod  bitter  bad  bargain 
to  the  purchafcr,  as  they  cannot  pofllbly 
fetch  lefs  than  they  are  worth,  their 
whole  (lock  of  merchantable  vv'are,  con- 
fiding   generally    in    pohiics    without 

know- 
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knowledge,  Ipeeches  without  eloquence, 
and  votes  without  opinion  j  votes,  the  ra<;e 
of  felling  which  had  infedcd  all  clafics 
of  the  fubjci5ls,  being  as  common  at 
market,  and  their  price-current  as  well 
known  as  that  of  any  other  flaple- 
commodity  :  that  Germany  traded  in 
its  Soldiers,  Egypt  in  its  Eunuchs, 
CircaHia  in  its  fine  Women,  Africa  in 
its  Negroes,  and  Great  Britain  in  its 
Voters,  which  might  not  impofTibly  b: 
the  caufc  of  its  foon  having  no  other 
trade. 

As  to  thofe  triflcrs,  whofe  pretty 
little  lives  dimple  along,  running  to 
wafbe  in  thfir  Ihallow  current,  and  who 
mean  abfolutely  nothing  more  by  get- 
ting into  the  houfe,  than  a  maitt-r  of 
f   3  courfe^ 
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Gourfe,    with   their  fortunes   to  gratify 

the  fillieft   of  all    vanities,   that  of  an 

attainment,    in   confeqnence    of  which 

they    mud    make   a    poor,    fubaltern, 

contemptible    figure ;     one    would    be 

tempted    to    forgive    them     the    pnr- 

chafe  of   their  feats   in   parliament,    if 

they     could    at    the    fame    time    pur* 

chafe   abilities    to   fill  thofe    feats,    or 

the   fpirit  to   do  their  duty   in  them-, 

inftead  of  being  the  cyphers  of  parties, 

the  tools  of  miniders,   or  the  bubbles 

of  falfe-importance.     Humanity  would 

owe     them     feme    pity,     if  tliat    pity 

v.as    not    exhaufled    on     the    wretches 

v»ho    can   look    up    to    them,    or    on 

their  country  that  fuifers  by  them. 

However, 
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However,  when  the  Marquefs  found 
he  could  not  get  a  feat,   upon  his  own 
principles,    he    with     great     eafe    and 
great    fcorn,    renounced    any    thcuglit 
of  obtaining   one    by    the   practice    of 
the  times,    fhrugged   up  his   fliouidcrs, 
and     left     things     to     their      courfe, 
v.'hich  he  was  not  the  mafler  of  flop- 
ping.    From   an  eminence  on  a  bank 
he  faw  the   fhallovv   dirty   current  roll 
away    beneath    him,     carrying     away 
with  it  the  lictle  trifling  flraw,  fcruff, 
and  bubbles  on  its  fui-face  to  the  gulf 
of    perdition :     This    he    beh.eJd     with 
forrow  and  with  pity,    but   furely  with 
no  fort  of  temptation  to  fling  liimfelf 
into  the  loathfome  puddle. 

F  4  Thus 
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Thus  far,    dear  nephew,    by  way  of 
giving  you  fome  idea  of  the  Marquefs's 
poHtical  character  ^   in  his  private  he  has 
nothing  of  the  acrimony  of  mifanthropy, 
or  of  too  fupercihous  an  intolerancy  of 
fools  ;   an  indulo:ence  to  v/hom  he  looks 
upon  to  be  fornething  in  the  nature  of 
clemency    to    brutes.     When    bufinefs, 
when  connexions  of  family,  when  chance 
throws  them  in  his  way,  it  never  cods 
him   an  effort  to  dififemble  to  them  a 
fuperiority  which  might  be  painful  or 
offenfive  to  them  ;    for  he  never  thinks 
of  it   himfelf,   and  confequently  throws 
nothing  into  liis  air  or  manner,  that  may 
make  them  think  of  it.    His  never  tak- 
ing the  lead  of  the  converfation,  gives 
him  the  character  of  the  company,  and 

he 
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he  inftindively  lets  himfelf  down  in 
linifon,  which,  fometimes,  ic  is  not  very 
eafy  to  do,  fo  as  to  be  low  enough. 
Thofe  who  difpleafe  him,  he  rarely  con- 
demns in  any  way,  but  that  of  inunning 
them,  without  letting  them  fee  that  he 
fhuns  them.  He  is  extremely  referved 
in  the  choice  of  his  company,  not  from 
pride,  but  from  tafle.  With  a  natural 
enmity  to  any  diftincftion,  that  arifes  out 
of  little  objecls,  nothing  fatisfies  him 
but  real  greatnefs  in  any  thing.  Small 
thinking  he  holds  very  bad,  fmall  talk 
fiill  worfe,  fmall  writing  furely  not 
much  better,  but  fmall  life  contempti- 
ble to  the  lad  degree,  and  among  thofe 
of  his  own  rank,  what  could  be  more 
common  than  feeing  all  thefe  at  once  ? 
His  dread  then  of  becoming  himfcit  bad 
F  5  com- 
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company,  made  him  keep  as  much  as 
pofTible  out  of  that  which  is  fo  vulgar! /» 
and  fo  impudently  called  good  company, 
and  which  is  only  fit  to  contrail  the 
liead,  and  to  corrupt  the  heart.  And  no 
wonder,  fince  among  the  greateft  of 
ihem  you  meet  with  prejudices  as  pi- 
tiful, and  palTions  as  mean,  as  among 
the  ioweft  of  the  mob,  only  with  lefs 
nature,  and  more  power  of  difguife. 
Compaflion  is  an  honor  to  humanity, 
but  it  is  a  pain  too  ;  and  the  wrong 
heads,  foul  hands,  and  rotten  hearts, 
fo  frequent  to  be  met  with  in  the  pre- 
fent  fiiiem  of  fociety,  giving  him  that 
kind  of  difguft  which  one  commonly 
feels  at  the  fight  of  blotches  and  ulcers, 
makes  him  the  fonder  of  folitude  and 
recefs.     Who  does  not  pity  loathfomc 

difeafes, 
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difeaies,  and  yet  who  would  chiife  to  live 
in  an  hofpital  of  incurables,  or  run  the 
danQ-er  of  their  conrao;ion  ? 

Yet,  with  all  his  fuirit  of  toleration  of 
the  follies  of  the  world,  he  could  not 
remark,  without  fome  little  refentmenr, 
ihat  fcandalous  indiftincLion  between  the 
worthy  and  the  worthlefs,  from  which 
fo  many  think  it  as  cheap  to  be  good 
for  nothing  as  nor,  on  much  the  princi- 
ple that  the  vilcfb  mechanics  will  tell 
you  that  it  is  better  to  play  for  nothing 
than  to  work  for  nothing.  Ignoble  idc- 
ots,  who  never  confider,  as  indeed  they 
never  think,  that  merit  is  its  own  re- 
ward, independent  of  opinion,  or  of 
fortune,  and  confequently  well  worth  all 
the  pains  of  attainment,  if  it  led  to  no- 
F  6  thine: 
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thing  more  than  to  be  with  juflice 
refpedable  in  one's  own  eyes.  But, 
fiirely,  when  thefe  poor  devils  give  you 
their  fublimedehghts,  taverns,  brothels, 
foppery  of  drefs,  dangling  at  a  court, 
or  a  chocolate-houfe,  gaming-tables, 
routs,  horfe- races,  and  the  like,  for 
objecls  of  envy,  and  proofs  of  tafte, 
the  abfurdity  of  a  beggar's  fluttering 
his  rags  as  if  they  were  finery,  could 
not  be  more  ridiculous. 

His  Lordfhip,  fenfible  that  thofe  who 
do  not  enough  defpife  trifles,  will  cer- 
tainly not  have  a  pafilon  for  great 
things,  very  good-naturedly,  and  very 
fincerely  pities  the  futile  occupations  of 
thofe  titled  infeds  that  flutter  about, 
with  a  pert  vivacity,  which  adds  fatigue 

to 
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to  dullnefs.  For  my  part,  when  I  fee 
them  in  that  fickly  unmeaning  whirl 
of  frivolous  difllpation,  they  remind 
me  of  the  flies,  who,  on  a  mifchievous 
boy's  pUicking  off  their  heads,  move 
in  fhort,  circular  ftaggers,  dragging  for 
a  while  their  bodies  about,  without  point 
or  view ;  and  when  their  little  lives 
are  out,  are  not  one  jot  more  imme- 
morable.  A  fly  or  a  fool  the  lefs  in 
the  world  is  no  great  damage. 

But  there  is  one  vice  againfl  which, 
I  am  told,  his  Lord  (hip  has  declared 
immortal  war,  though  now  grown  fo 
univerfal  as  to  have  almoft  fwal lowed 
up  all  the  reft,  the  pitiful,  low,  dirty 
vice  of  avarice.  A  vice,  with  all  its 
infamous  littlenefs,    big  with   the  ruin 

of 
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of  every  nation  in  which  it  is  not 
exploded  with  the  fcorn  and  contempt 
it  deferves  •,  if  but  for  its  rendering 
unfadiionable  thof^^  principles,  the  de- 
{lru6lion  of  which  muft  be  fatal  to 
none  more  than  thofe  who  are  actually 
hard  at  work,  to  promote,  and  have 
nearly  effefluated  it,  under  the  infliga- 
tion  of  that  execrable  fiend.  Alas ! 
take  the  calendar  of  our  leading  men, 
perufe  it,  analife  it  Vv'iih  candor,  and 
tremble  for  your  country,  to  confider 
how  few  of  them  are  exceptions  to  the 
general  defignation  of  them  for  flaves 
to  that  ignoble  paOion,  equally  dcf- 
picable  whether  its  ifue  be  in  tafte- 
lefs  expence,  or  in  fordid  parcimony. 
But  what  a  fliame!  what  a  reproach 
to   human  kind    is    it,   that    many  of 

thofe 
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thofe  wretches  fhould  make  of  their 
not  wanting  money  a  plea,  not  for 
declining:  the  de.o^radino;  wa^es  of  cor- 
ruption,  but  to  raife  their  price  on 
the  purchafer  in  proportion  to  their 
infamy  for  their  not  being  above  the 
fale  of  themifelves.  Their  noble  rea- 
fon  amounts  to  nothing  better  than 
that  the  fatter  the  bead  at  market  the 
more  it  fetches.  Thence  that  callous 
infenfibility  to  true  honor,  or  even  but 
to  common  juflice,  from  which  they 
receive  the  pay  for  worfe  than  being 
only  of  no  fervice  to  iheir  country, 
and  rather  for  eating,  literally  fpeak- 
ing,  the  black  bread  of  treafon  •,  the 
fale  of  a  vote,  or  the  co-operating  to 
carry  through  unnational  meafu res  being 
nothing  lefs.     Or  is  it  pofiible  hardly 

to 
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to  name  a  more  atrocious  breach  of 
trud  •,  while  thofe  foft,  indolent  trifiers, 
who  (land  by  and  fee  the  detriment, 
without  interpofing  to  hinder  it,  are 
but  one  degree  lefs  guilty,  and  Hable, 
at  lead,  to  the  charge  of  a  mifpri- 
fion  of  treafon  ?  The  mifchief  they 
do  not  oppofe,  they  in  fom.e  meafure 
commit ,  and  are  at  lead  as  much 
anfwerabie  for  the  ill  they  do  not 
hinder,  as  for  the  good  they  do  not 
do.  Pitiful  charn(5lers!  if  but  for  being 
pandars  to  the  avarice  of  others,  who 
only  dctfpife  them  for  their  conni- 
vence; poor  creatures,  incapable  of 
opening  their  eyes  upon  their  own 
worthlefTnefs :  devoted  to  inutiHty,  and 
content  with  being  counted  for  no- 
thing by  the  public,   but  efpecially  h'j 

thofe 
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thofe  who  take  the  advantage  of  their 
tamenefs  and  dudcility,  to  feize  all 
the  belt  morkls  for  the  feeding  their 
own  avarice,  without  giving  thcni 
fo  much  as  the  bones  to  pick.  And 
this  they  fuffer !  nay,  think  it  life  to 
fufFer !  I  adore  their  ferenity !  but 
am  rather  fhocked  at  the  impudence 
of  their  pretentions  to  dignity  ;  yes» 
dignity,  forfooth  I  under  the  circum- 
Hance  of  fuch  confummate  worthleiT- 
nefs. 

It    IS,    however,    on   the   prevalence 
of  this  low   tyranny   of   avarice,  that 
Lord  Soberton,    who,    as  I  have   before 
obferved,  is  himfelf  the  mod  generous  of 
men,  v/ill    hear  of  no   modification  or 

compofuion    for    the    horrors  of   that 

villainous 
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villainous  paiTion.  The  univerfality 
of  it  is  fo  far  from  inciniidating  him, 
that  it  only  redoubles  the  llernnefs 
of  his  indignation,  which  is  barely 
tempered  by  the  coolnefs  of  his  con-* 
tempt.  He  often,  it  feems,  fays, 
that  if  he  had  but  half  a  dozen  co- 
adjutors, men  of  weight  and  autho- 
rity, to  aflift  him,  and  who  fhouki  be 
as  much  in  earned  as  himfelf,  it  would 

be  no  more  than  a  party  of  pleafure 
to  them,  to  go  againft  the  whole 
camp  of  Corruption,  and  force  it  in 
its  innerniofl:  intrenchments :  that  it 
would  be  but  a  kind  of  diverfion  to 
rout  regiments  of  lady-birds  and  ba- 
taillons  of  butter-flies.  And  why  not? 
Who    docs    not    know    that    nothing 

enervates,  nothing  cfTeminates  more  than 

avarice  i 
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avarice  •,  which  has  no  entrance  into 
any  but  fouls  as  rriean  as  the  vice 
that  inflaves  them  ?  But  if  thofe  half 
a  dozen  determinate  afTiftants  required 
by  his  Lordfliip  are  not  to  be  found, 
what  then  ?  Why  fo  much  the  worfe 
for  this  country  :  it  would  in  its 
ruin,  have  no  right  even  to  its  own 
pity,  if  the  fuppofition  of  a  pofTi- 
bility  to  colledl  fo  fmall  a  number 
of  men  of  real  worth,  on  fo  noble 
an  enterprife,  lliould  be,  with  juHice, 
pronounced  an  Utopian  chimera. 

Lord  Soberton  has,  I  am  tolii, 
a  very  liberal  allowance  from  his 
father,  befides  an  independent  inhe- 
ritance from  a  deceafed  rich  aunt. 
This   would   enable   him,    as   he   does 

not 
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not  live  with  his  father,  to  keep 
a  great  houfe,  with  equipage  and  fer- 
vants  in  proportion ;  but  lie  has  re- 
duced his  way  of  living,  to  the  terms 
of  the  utmoil  fimplicity.  A  fmall 
neat  houfe,  two  fervants,  and  a  cha- 
riot, which  he  hardly  ever  ufes,  being, 
as  he  fays,  always  ready  to  run  away 
on  foot  out  of  ir,  for  its  cheating 
him  of  his  exercife,  form  the  principal 
part  of  his  domeftic  expence,  combined 
with  that  of  his  table,  which  he  keeps 
conftantly  open  to  a  few  kh6i  friends, 
whom  he  takes  care  not  to  poifon 
any  more  than  himfelf  with  thofe 
infernal  made-difhes,  which  he  never 
fees,  but,  he  thanks  God,  he  is  not 
curfed  with   a    palate  for    them.     His 

plan   is  to    unite    the    n^.oft    exquifite 

delicacy 
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delicacy  with  the  utmoft  fimplicity, 
qualities  lb  far  from  incompatible, 
that  the  firft  cannot  exiil  without  the 
laft,  which  does  nor,  however,  im- 
ply it,  the  inverfe  not  holding  good. 
Excellence  in  every  thing,  in  drefs, 
in  diet,  in  poetry,  in  eloquence,  de- 
pends on  fimplicity,  yet  fimplicity 
alone  does  not  give  it,  choice  is  re- 
quired, and  for  that  there  is  in  nature 
fuch  infinite  variety,  that  tafle  needs 
be  at  no  lofs  for  its  exercife. 

But  as  to  the  favings  made  by  this 
fiftem  of  life  fo  inferior  to  his  income, 
the  purpofes  to  which  he  applies  them 
abundantly  defend  him  againft  any 
fufpicion  of  a  mean  regard  for  money 
in  them  j   a  regard,  from  which  even 

fomc 
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fome  of  our  young  Noblemen  are  not 
exempt,  and  which  muft  make  them 
prodigies  of  infamy,  being  as  unnatural 
to  tliat  fealbn  of  life,  as  a  hard  froH: 
to  the  middle  of  fummer.  The  truth 
is,  that  he  has,  even  to  profufenefs, 
indulged  himfelf  in  the  noble  enjoy- 
ments of  private  acls  of  generofity, 
which  would  probably  never  have  been 
known,  but  for  the  great  delicacy  and 
refi-nement  of  manner  which  he  threw 
into  them,  and  which  defeated  his  de- 
figns,  and  even  his  injundlion  of  fecrecy, 
by  that  irrefiftible  pleafure  it  gave  the 
parties  who  received  them,  to  mention 
them  with  burfls  of  gratitude.  * 

Another  great  outlet  to  his  fortune 
is,  his  being  a  munificent  patron  to  all 

literarv 
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jicerary  merit,  and,  indeed,  of  all  emi- 
nence in  the  arts  and  fciences,  the  flo- 
rifhing  of  which  he  looks  upon  to  be 
a  great  point  of  national  illuftration 
and  profperity.  His  houfe  is  filled 
with  the  beft  works  cf  Britifh  artifts, 
cfpecially  painters  and  fculptors.  Not 
that,  with  his  tafte,  and  with  his  candor, 
he  is  not  fenfible,  that  they  have  not 
yet  reached  the  degree  of  perfection 
to  which  fome  foreigners  have  attain- 
ed ;  but  it  is  precifely  for  that  very 
•reafon  that  he  thinks  himfelf  the  m.ore 
obliged  to  contribute  all  that  lies  in 
his  power  to  infpire  them  to  attain  it. 
Seeing  not  the  lead  fhadovv  of  a  reafon 
.to  imagine,  that  the  Britifh  genius  could 
not,  with  due  encouragement,  take  as 

Jiigh  a  flight  in  any  art  as  any  other 

nation 
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nation  whatever,  he  is  not  at  all  afraid 
of  pafTing  for  the  bubble  of  any  adlual 
mediocrity  in  his  countrymen,  while  it 
is  to  aid  them  to  emerge  out  of  it, 
and  foar  to  perfection,  that  what  it 
cofts  him  in  the  preference  of  their 
performances  to  the  however  better 
ones  of  foreigners,  is,  in  that  view, 
a  very  unregrettable  facrilice  of  at 
bed  an  objecl  of  vanity,  to  the  vir- 
tue of  a  national  fpirit, 

I  fhould  here  think  it  fuperfiuous 
to  dwell  on  the  mention  to  you  of 
what  is  fo  much  in  courfe,  in  a  cha- 
ra(fler  like  Lord  Soberton's  -,  his  con- 
ftant  and  grateful  friendfliip  to  Mr. 
Greville,  of  whole  fortune  he  had  taken 
liberal  care,  but  who  has  lately  re- 
ceived 
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chived  a  great  addition  to  it,  from 
the  death  of  a  near  relation  \  he  is 
actually  now  in  the  country  giving 
perfonally  orders  about  building  a 
houfe  on  his  eflate  there.  1  find  he 
is  dill  his  Lordfhip's  principal  if  not 
only  confident. 

"With  fo  much  miCrit,  however, 
you  cannot  well,  dear  nephew,  be 
furprized  at  the  pafTion,  with  which 
the  Marquefs,  young  and  handfome 
as  he  is,  has  infpired  Lady  Harriet; 
the  only  wonder  would  be,  that  it 
fhould  not  be  as  much  on  his  fide 
as  on  her's  ;  for,  furely,  there  is  no 
charm  you  can  name  that  fhe  has  not. 
Nature,  education,  fortune,  have  all 
confpired   to  make   her  fuch  an  objecl: 

Vol.  II.  G  of 
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of  love,  that  reafon  herfelf  mufl:  ap- 
plaud a  paflion  for  her.  I  do  not 
here  throw  into  the  account  the  Dut- 
chefs's  having  made  fuch  a  point  with 
her  fon  of  this  match,  as  I  am  aware 
of  the  averfion  which  love  has  againft 
being  laid  under  fuch  engagements. 
It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  caufe  why 
the  Marquefs  has  not  as  yet,  at  leaft 
fo  far  as  it  appears  to  me,  done  juflice 
to  Lady  Harriet's  merit,  in  an  equal 
return  of  pafTion,  This  is,  I  hope,  to 
come. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  have  been 
the  more  particular  to  you  in  his 
chara6ler,  not  only  for  my  wifhing 
you  to  be  well  acquainted  with  it, 
but    for    its  fo    nobly  contrafting    to 

the 
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the  generality  of  his  clafs  of  life, 
and  as  I  had  much  rather  dwell  on 
what  does  honor  to  humanity,  than  on 
what  fo  deplorably  degrades  it,  as 
the  common  run  of  our  degenerate 
Nobility. 

I  am,   yours,  &c. 

Lucv  Buckley. 


G  2  LET- 
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LETTER     XIX. 

Lady  Harriet  Lovell,  /^  Mijs 
Clara   M  a  y  n  w  a  r i n  g  . 

London] 
My  ever  dear  friend^ 

YOU  may  be  fure  I  have  not 
of  late  pafTed  my  time  the 
moll  agreeably  in  the  world,  not  hav- 
ing feen  the  Marquefs  of  Soberton 
thefe  ten  days.  He  had,  it  is  true, 
at  his  laft  vifit,  prepared  me  for  the 
pain  of  this  abfence,  by  a  plea  of 
invincible  necefiity,  of  which  he  did 
not,     indeed,    fpecify    the    particulars, 

but 


toChARA  Maynwaring.    125 

but  I  have  reafon  to  think  him  v/holly 
taken  up  with  the  management  of 
certain  affairs  he  has  in  charge  from 
his  father,  v;hich,  it  feems,  do  not 
allow  him  the  Isifure  of  a  refort 
to  tov/n.  But  what  yet  hurts  me 
more,  is  to  find  his  Lordfhip  ftill 
remain  fo  affedted  with  his  late  lofs, 
that  it  gives  him  an  air  of  penfive- 
nefs,  referve,  and  chagreen,  which 
appears  to  keep  all  tenderer  fentiments 
of  love  at  a  diftance.  I  do  not  wifh 
him  lefs  the  fon,  but  I  fhould  not 
be  forty  if  he  was  more  the  lover. 

I  fhould,  however,  in  my  uneafi- 
nefs  certainly  have  contrived  a  vifit  to 
Lady  Clifford  at  Peterfham,  where, 
he  now   flays,     but   that  I  could    not 

G  3  well 
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well  go  without  Lady  Lovell,  who  is 
detained  at  home,  as  well  as  in  a 
great  meafure  myfelf,  by  a  very  un- 
toward accident. 

Lord    Lovell     was,     about     eight 
d-ays  ago,  at  a  tavern,  which  he  had 

never  before  ufed,  with  fome  whom, 
by  a  prophanation  of  terms,    he  calls 

friends,  and  fetting  up  till  very  late 
in  the  morning,  the  whole  company 
was,  it  feems,  greatly  overheated  Vv^ith 
wine,  when  there  arofe,  between  Mr. 
Salway  and  my  brother,  a  violent 
difpute,  upon  fome  extremely  frivo- 
lous point,  I  think  it  was  about  the 
color  of  a  race-horfe,  which  one  in- 
fixed was  black,  the  other  bay.  This 
difference,  on  fo  very  a  trifle,  brought, 

never- 
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neverthelefs,    on  fuch  high  words,  thac 
the    reft    of   the    company   interpofed, 
and  the  affair    appeared   to  be  amica- 
bly terminated ;  on  Mr.   Salvvay's  fide 
it    certainly     was.     But    my    brother, 
whether     the     more    piqued    for     his 
having  been  the   more  in  the  wrong, 
which,   I  am  told,    he   unquellionably 
was,  on  the  parting  of  the  company, 
flaid  behind  in  the  room,   giving  Mr. 
Salway,    by   a  pull   on  the  fleeve,    an 
intimation    that  he   had   fomething   to 
fay   to  him.     The  reft  of  the  Gentle- 
men,  in  much   the  fame  plight  of  in- 
toxication,   had   not   minded   this    gef- 
ture  of   my   brother's,    and    went   out 
without  dream^ing  of  the  confequcnces. 
Mr.    Salway  ftaid,    and    Lord   Lovell 
inftantly    ihutcing   to   the  door,    com- 

G  4  pelled 
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pelled  him,  againU  his  every  protefta- 
tion  and  intreaty,   to  draw   his  fword, 
which    at    length    he    did,    purely    in 
his  o\;n  defence-,   and  endeavoured,   as 
much   as    he   could,    confidently    with 
his    own    fafety,     to  avoid  doing   my 
brother    any    mifchief  j     till   receiving 
from   his    mad  fury,    a  wound  in   his 
fword  arm,    and   dreading  flill  worfe, 
he  ran  him  through  the  body,   mifilng, 
as    it   has   happened,    the    vital   parts. 
My  brother  falling,   and  the  doors  be- 
ing  burft   open    by   the    waiters,    Mr. 
Salway  had  the  generoficy  not  to  leave 
him,  but,    at  the  hazard   of  his   own 
lofs    of    liberty,    to  flay    by  and    take 
care  of  him.     Accordingly,    a   proper 
carrriage  was  infbantly  provided,  when 
Mr.  Salway,  who  was  but  a  new  and 

fuperficial 
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fuperficial  acquaintance  of  my  brother's, 
introduced  as  a  bottle  companion,  not 
fo  much  as  knowing  where  he  I'lvtdy 
but  on  a  grofs  guefs  that  it  might  be 
at  his  mother's,  gave  direclions  for  his 
being  carried  thither,  he  himfelf  being 
determined,  as  he  actually  did,  to  fur- 
render  himfelf  to  any  demand  of  jui- 
tice. 

It  was,  then,  about  four  In  the  morn- 
ing that  my  poor  brother  was  brought 
home,  fpeechlefs,  motionlefs,  to  our 
houfe,  which  was,  on  this  occafion-, 
knoclced  up-,  and  whik  the  chairmen 
were  fetting  him  down,  with  as  much 
gentlenefs  as  could  be,  in  the  hal!, 
Lady  Lovell,  alarmed  with  the  noife, 
came  down,  and  found  her  fon  pale, 

G  5  dead. 
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dead,  in  all  appearance,  and  weltering 
in  his  own   blood.     What  a  fight  for 
the  tendered  of  mothers !    It  flung  her 
inftantly  into   fits.     The    fervants   did 
not  wait  for  her  recovery  out  of  them 
-  to  fend  for  two  furgeons,  both  of  whom 
came,  and  having  examined  the  wound, 
declared,  that  it  had  only  gone  through 
the  fiefliy  part  of  the  bread  near  the 
arm-pit,  and  they  would  anfwer  with 
their   lives   there   was   no    danger   but 
from    the   lofs    of   blood,   or   a  fever 
fupervening  on  fo  bad  a  habit  of  body 
as  they  apprehended   in  his  Lordfhip, 
from  his  inflammatory  way  of  living. 
By  this  time  Lord  Lovell  had  recovered 
his  fenfes,    and   the  firfl:  ufe  he   made 
of  them  was  totally  to  clear  Mr.  Sal- 
way,  who  he  hoped  had  received    no 

hurt. 
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hurt,  taking  all  the  blame  on  himfelf, 
as  the  aggreflbr.  I  fay  nothing  to  you 
of  my  fenfations  on  this  occafion,  you 
will  eafily  conceive  them. 

Mean  while  our  fleward  did  a  very 
fenfible  thing  :  confidering  the  pain 
which  the  publication  of  this  incident 
would  give  to  all  parties,  he  fent  round 
to  the  editors  of  the  news-papers  to 
have  it  fupprefied. 

As  for  Lord  Lovell,  he  had  loft  a 
great  deal  of  blood,  and  the  fever, 
which  the  furgeons  had  feared,  actually 
did  come  on,  and  with  a  violence  that 
manifefted  great  danger. 

Lady  Lovell  hardly  ever  ftlrred  from 

his  bedfide,  and  conftantly  watched  him 

G   6  herfclf. 
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herfclf.  Now  it  was  that  Ihe  began 
to  refledt  with  grief  and  confufion,  on  ' 
the  fatal  epoch  of  that  courfe  of  riots 
and  difllpation,  which  had  brought  him 
into  his  prefent  condition ;  an  epoch, 
which  fhe  very  rightly  conneded  with 
the  termination  of  his  pretentions  to 
you,  on  your  rejedion  of  his  fuit, 
which,  whether  that  fuit  was  honor- 
able or  not,  had  wounded  at  lead  his 
vanity,  if  not  his  love,  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, as  drove  him  to  that  miferable 
recourfe. 

But  this  was  terribly  confirmed  to 
her  by  his  frequently  invoking  the 
name  of  Clara  in  his  delirium,  entreat- 
ing your  pardon,  confefllng  his  wrong, 
and,  at  whiles,  outrageoufly  reproach- 
ing 
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ing  you  for  your  barbarity,   your  dil- 
dain,  and  the  like. 

The  efredl  this  had  on  Lady  Lovell 
would  be  unconceivable,  but  for  one 
jufl  reflexion.  Her  flrong  ayerfion  to 
Lord  Lovell's  being;  what  fhe  would 
call  mis-allied,  was  purely  the  fuggef- 
tion  of  opinion,  but  the  faving  her 
fon's  life  was  a  dicflate  gf  nature,  over 
the  fentiments  of  which  fafhion  has 
very  little  empire. 

There  was  nothing  fiie  had  more 
ardently  defired,  than  to  fee  him  mar- 
ried according  to  her  fidem  of  quality- 
matches  ;  fhe  had,  fince  your  reducing 
him  to  defpair  of  you,  prrpofed  to 
him   Lady  Catharine  Beaumont,    who 

is 
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is  very  far  from  difagreeable,  and  has 
rather  a  good  fortune  for  an  Earl's 
younger  daughter  •,  but  my  brother 
would  not  hearken  to  it  •,  and,  to  do 
him  juflice,  I  fincerely  believe,  that  if 
he  had  feen  the  lead  glimpfe  of  an 
opening  to  renew  with  you,  he  would, 
with  all  his  fierce  declarations  againft 
the  nuptial  ftate,  have,  on  your  ac- 
ceptance of  him,  been  very  glad  to 
*'  Benedick "  it.  Of  this  I  am  fure, 
he  has  very  heartily  repented  the  ridi- 
culous ideas  that  had  led  him  into 
thofe  impertinences  to  Mrs.  Buckley 
and  to  you. 

Lady  Lovell,  on  her  part,  is  touched 
to  the  foul  with  the  recollection  of  the 
injurioufnefs  of  her  behaviour  to  you, 

and 
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and  indeed  has  long  feen  you  in  a  light 
worthier  of  you,  worthier  of  herfelf, 
while  nothing  but  falfe  fhame,  the  na- 
tural iflue  of  falfe  pride,  has  hindered  her 
from  afl<ing  your  pardon  in  form  •,  mine 
ihe  has  actually  condefcended  to  do,  and 
gives  me  great  credit  for  my  choice  of 
fo  eftimable  a  friend.  I  do  not,  however, 
tell  you,  that  the  danger  of  my  brother 
had  not  fome  (hare  in  this  relenting  of 
her's.  Her  apprehenfions  for  his  life, 
in  which  I  verily  believe  her  own  is 
wrapped  up,  and  her  fears  of  his  relapf- 
ing,  if  he  fhould  recover,  into  the  fame 
courfe,  have  greatly  turned  her  thoughts 
to  a  wiQi  of  what  Ihe  once  fo  much 
dreaded.  Not  content  with  foothing 
him,  and  humoring  his  bent,  which, 
whether  he  is  in  his  delirium,  or  out  of 

it. 
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it,  fhe  obferves  ftrong  towards  you,  by 
hints,  and  ambiguous  afllirances  of  a  wil- 
lingnefs  to  comply  with  any  thing  that 
would  make  him  happy,  for,  if  the  de- 
claration had  been  more  direfl,  he 
would  probably  have  fufped:ed  it  of  de- 
fign  •,  not  content,  I  fay,  with  this,  fhe  has 
ferioufly,  in  the  way  of  afldng  my  ad- 
vice, founded  me  about  any  hopes  there 
might  be  entertained  of  your  accepting 
her  advances  to  you. 

She  was  already  in  thefe  difpofitions, 
when  a  fit  more  violent  than  any  of  the 
preceding  ones,  and  attended  with  his 
ulual  ravings  on  you,  for  your  name  has 
been  conftantly  repeated  in  them,  has 
fo  renewed,  her  dread  of  the  word  to 
him,  efp'icially  as  the  Phificians  thcir- 

fclves 
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felvcs  appear  very  diffident  of  the  ifiue, 
that  fhe  begged  of  me  to  write  to  you 
an  afTurance  of  her  fentiments  of  the 
utnnoft  regard,  anddefireof  making  you 
every  reparation  in  her  power  for  what 
had  pafTcd. 

My  brother's  fit  went  off  fooner  than 
any  before  had  done,  and  a  profound 
fleep  fucceeding,  at  his  awaking  there  ap- 
peared a  vifible  alteration  for  the  better, 
the  Phificians  gave  us  the  greatefl:  hopes 
of  him,  and  the  Surgeons,  on  vifiting 
the  drefTings,  confirmed  their  opinion  of 
the  danger  being,  humanly  fpeaking, 
well  over. 

Lady  Lovell,  overjoyed  at  this,  was 
fo  far  from    retracing  her  intentions, 

diat 
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that  fhe  defired  me,  a-frefh  to  apply  to 
you,  adding,  that  fhe  would  herfelf  write 
to  you  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

Here,  my  worthy  girl,  you  have  the 
fatisfa6lion  of  having,  without  your 
deigning  to  give  yourfelf  any  the  lead 
trouble  about  it,  obtained  a  double  vic- 
tory, over  my  brother's  folly,  and  my 
mother's  pride.  She  fincerely  lays  it  at 
your  feet,  and,  I  dare  fwear,  you  are 
much  too  generous  not  to  forgive  an 
offence  to  vou,  that  was  more  the  effedl 
of  their  weaknefs,  than  of  any  badnefs 
of  heart.  The  fafhionable  way  of  think- 
ing of  the  times,  had,  doubtlefs,  too 
much  fhare  in  the  feveral  errors  of  both. 
From  refpedt,  I  refrain  from  dwelling 
on  my  mother's  foible  \  but,  from  the 

firfl, 
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firll,  I  ever  thought  my  brother  was 
taking  away  with  you  that  would  never 
carry  him  to  any  end  but  difappointment 
and  confufion.  To  obtain  your  love, 
he  ought  to  have  begun  with  laying 
himfelf  out  to  win  your  efteem,  which 
he  was  not  very  likely  to  do  by  fhowing 
that  he  had  none  for  you.  But  I  heartily 
wiHi  you  would  think  he  has  been  fe- 
Verely  Enough  punifhed,  and  facrifice 
fomething  of  your  juftice  to  a  mother's 
tendernefs,  and  to  your  friendfhip  for 
a  filler,  who  has  ever  pafTionately  de- 
fired  to  fee  the  tie  of  it  drawn  clofer  by 
fuch  an  alliance.  I  know  you  too  well 
to  urge  it  to  you  on  any  fuch  motive  of 
advantages  as  the  world  would  annex  to 
fuch  an  offer  ^  the  mod  that  I  could 
hope   would   be   your  forgiving  thofe 

advan- 
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;^d vantages  to  us,  fure  that  you  are  more 
like  to  confider  them  as  objeclions,  thaa 
as  inducements  to  your  yielding  to  our 
entreaties,  call  them  our  fupplications  if 
you  will. 

In  all  events,  it  is  a  great  re- 
lief to  me,  to  think  that  Lady  Lovell 
repents  and  repairs,  at  length,  her 
^wrongs  to  you,  as  far  as  it  is  in  her 
power.  You  cannot  conceive  the  pain 
which  her  injurious  and  unprovoked 
treatment  of  you  gave  me,  nor  do  I  think 
the  atonement  fhe  now  makes  lefs 
than  what  you  deferve.  Of  your  for- 
givenefs  I  have  not  the  lead  doubt, 
my  only  fear  is,  that  you  will  not 
accept  the  offer  that  accompanies  the 
entreaty  of  it. 

My 
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My  befl,  my  fincereft  refpecls  to  the 
worthy  Mrs.  Buckley.  What  is  it  fhe 
might  not  command  from  me  for  a 
retaining  fee,  to  be  our  advocate  with 
you  in  this  caufej  a  caufe  of  honor, 
of  companion,  of  love,  and  of  friend- 
ship ?  I  have  the  more  hopes  of  it,  for 
her  having  been  offended  ;  as  I  have 
fuch  an  opinion  of  her  fpirit,  that  flie 
will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  look  on  the  favor 
fhe  will  do  us  as  the  nobleft  way  of 
fhewins;  how  little  Ihe  deferved  her 
fliare  in  the  indignity. 

Yours,  &c. 

Harriet  Lovell; 


L  E   T- 
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LETTER      XX. 

Lady  Lovell  to  Mifs  Clara  Mayn- 

WARING. 

Dear  Mifsy  London, 

I  Am  very  fenfible  of  my  having  been 
much  in  the  wrong  to  you  and  to 
Mrs.  Buckley.  My  afking  you  both 
pardon  for  it  is  but  a  duty  in  courfe, 
and  I  acquit  myfelf  of  it  with  great 
pleafure.  But  there  is  more  yet ;  I  owe 
you  a  more  eflential  reparation,  both 
for  my  fon  and  {t\f.  This  will,  with 
great  propriety,  arife  from  the  motive 
itfelf  of   the  injury.     The   falfe   light 

in 
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in  which  I  then  faw  things  has  given 
way  to  jufter  fentiments :  I  am  very 
fincerely  the  convert  of  your  virtues. 
The  prejudices  which  made  me  bUnd 
to  fo  much  worth,  are  totally  difllpated, 
and  you  have  not  only  my  confent, 
but  my  wifh,  that  your  acceptance  of 
Lord  Lovell  may  be  the  feal  of  your 
forgivenefs. 

Yours,  Sec. 

Arabella  Lovell; 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXI. 

Mifs  Clara   Maynwaring  to  Lady 

LOVELL. 

My  Ladyy  Richmond, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  Ladyfhip's  letter, 
which  breathes  the  trued  fpirit  of 
nobihty,  in  the  difdain  it  implies  of 
leaving  any  caufe  of  complaint  to 
fubfill,  I  have  the  honor  to  afTure 
you,  that  both  Mrs.  Buckley  and  my- 
felf  are  extremely  penetrated  with  your 
condefcention,  and  have  not  fo  much 
as  the  fhadow  left  of  a  difagreeable  re- 
membrance   of    any    thing    that    has 

pafled, 
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palTed,     with    refped  to  your   Lady- 
iliip  or  to  Lord  Lovell, 

I   have,    then,    to  entreat  of   your 
Ladyfhip,  I   will   not   fay    the    favor, 
but   the  juflice,    to    believe    that   no- 
thing   of    that    kind    has    any    fhare 
in    my  declining,     with    all    humility, 
with  all  gratitude,   the  great   and  un- 
merited honor   propofed   to  me,    with 
fo  mAich  goodnefs,  with  fo  much  con- 
defcenfion,    in  the   conclufion  of  your 
letter.       My  true  and    fole    reafon   is, 
that  I  am  perfectly  certain  of  its   not 
being    in    my    power    to    make    your 
fon   happy,    and    I    leave    yourfelf  to 
judge,  whether,  under  fuch  a  convidtion, 
it    would    not     be    a    bale,    ungrate- 
ful return  from  me,  for  fuch  a  proof 

Vol.  II.  H  of 
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of  your  good  opinion,  were  I  to  take 
fo  unfair  an  advantage  of  it.  In  every 
other  point  but  that,  for  which  I  may, 
indeed,  deferve  your  pity,  but  never 
your  blame,  you  may  command  me 
without  refervc,  as  I  am,  with  the 
mod  heart-felt  gratitude,  and  the 
mod  profound  refpecl, 

Your  Ladyfhip's,   3cc, 

Clara  Maynwarinq, 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER    XXIL 

Mifs  Clara    Ma yn waring  to  Lady 
Harriet  Lovell. 

Tiear  Lady  Harriet,  PJchmond, 

I  Inclose  you,  under  cover  and 
a  flying  feal,  my  anfwer  to  your 
good  mother,  but  wifh  you,  before 
you  give  it  a  perufaj,  to  read  this  I 
am  nov/  writing  to  you. 

It  was  not  v/ithout  much  pain  and 
concern,  that  I  obferved  the  difafler 
befallen  to  Lord  Lovell,  and  am 
very  happy  that  you  give  me  room 
to  hope  that  he  is  now  out  of  danger. 

H   2  I  am 
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I  am  withall  greatly  edified  at 
Lady  Lovell's  at  once  noble  and 
tender  procedure  towards  me  and 
Mrs.  Buckley,  v/hile  nothing  hardly 
could  more  feverely  afTlicl  me  than 
the  impoiTibility  of  my  availing  my- 
i'elf  of  the  occafion  that  feems  to 
offer  fo  fair  for  flrengthening,  if  that 
were  needful,  our  tics  of  friendfhip 
with  thofe  of  affinity. 

I  flatter  myfelf,  that  you  know  me 
too  well  to  tliink  me  capable  of 
grimace,  of  art,  and  lefs  yet  furely 
of  infolence,  or  ill-nature.  But  ef- 
pecially  you  would  cruelly  wrong  nic 
if  you  did  not  believe  me  ready  to 
make  the  greateft  facrifices  to  my  re- 
gard for   you.     In   the  prefent  point, 

my 
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my  fituation  is  really  dirLrefsful.  Your 
friendlhip  induces  you  to  wifn  ir.e  fo 
great  a  good  as  an  alliance  to  you, 
for  I  leave  the  other  advanta2;es  out 
of  the  queftion,  and  I  am  forced  to 
appear,  in  the  declining  it,  ungrate- 
ful, while  I  am  only  adhering  to  an 
inviolable  principle  with  me,  which  op- 
pofes  to  your  kind  intentions  towards 
me,  an   invincible  bar. 

How  often  have  you  and  I  fettled  the 
point,  that  there  was  not  only  great  v/eak- 
nefs,  but  great  bafenefs,  in  thofe  of  either 
fex,  giving  their  confent  to  marry,  where 
that  confent  had  not  the  fanclion  of  incli- 
nation !  It  is  cruelty  to  onefelf,  it  is  in- 
juftice  to  the  perfon  accepted.     Where 

H  3  there 
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there  is  a  fincerlty  of  love  on  one  fide, 
and  nothing  but  a  regard  for  conveni- 
ence on  the  other,  the  one  in  this  lail 
cafe,  who  yields  to  a  union  on  fuch  dif- 
ferent motives,  gives  one  no  idea  but 
that  of  a  mercenary  for  life.  You  may 
fay  that  love  may  come  afterwards ;  as 
I  know  nothing  of  the  nature  of  love, 
but  believe  it  a  refpedlable  pafTion,  from 
fuch  characfters  as  I  myfelf  know  and 
fee  made  happy  by  it,  I  cannot  fay  to 
the  contrary  of  fuch  a  fuppofition  -,  but 
this  I  know,  fpeaking  only  for  myfelf, 
I  fliould  not  care  to  run  the  riik  of  it, 
or  expe^fl  a  happinefs,  any  hopes  of  which 
1  fiiould  have  begun  with  forfeiting  by 
the  commifTion  of  at  once  a  meannefs 
and  an  injuilice. 

I  fhould 
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I  fnoiild  alfo  be  the  more  culpable 
for  my  luter  difregard  to  thofe  lirancs 
of  opinion,  titular  didinciions,  and  m.at- 
ter  of  interelK     But  allowing  to  them 
even  much  m.ore  weight  than  ever  their 
intrinfic  worth  can  defer ve,    I  have  i>o 
conception  of  their  out-ballancing,  efpe- 
cially  in  our  fex,  that  proteftation,  miade 
by  an  undepraved  heart,   in  its  fimpli- 
city  of  nature,  againfl  fuch   a  facrince 
of  liberty,  of  contentment,  of  delicacy, 
and,  let  me  juflly  add,  even  of  miodedy, 
to  an  union  unauthorifed  by  inclination. 
I  do  not  by  this  m.ean  that  inclination  a- 
lone  fuffifes,  but  that  it  is  an  indifpen fable 
eflential,  and  that  the  whole  ceremonial 
v/ithout  it,  is  an  abfolute  prophanation. 
Only  think,  dear  Lady  Harriet,  of  the 
H  4  horror, 
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horror,  and,  perhaps,  the  moral  impofTi- 
bility  of  honoring,  and  obeying,  where 
the  loving  is  not  in  one's  power.  The 
heart  is  an  arbitrary  monarch,  independ- 
ent of  our  Reafon,  though  never,  unlefs 
tlirough  weaknefs,  in  oppofition  to  it, 
and  though  it  hardly  ever  aflcs  leave  of 
it,  for  its  love,  its  averfions,  or  its  in- 
-difference.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better 
if  it  was  otherwife,  but  we  mud  take 
nature  as  we  find  her,  and,  in  my  poor 
opinion,  there  is  rarely  any  thing  abfli- 
tuted  to  her  with  advantage.  In  general, 
the  Law  of  the  heart  is  the  Law  of  Rea- 
fon ;  at  lead,  1  am  perfedlly  fure,  it  is 
fo,  in  the  cafe  of  refufing  to  marry  with- 
out inclination,  the  want  of  which  is 
never  imputable,  fince  it  is  always  invo- 
luntary ; 
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luntary  ;  our  will  being  no  more  at  our 
command  than  our  faith. 

There  is  alfo  in  this  difpenfation  of 
nature  fomething  very  juft,  there  is  no- 
thing in  a  refufal  that  detracls  from  the 
merit  of  the  perfon  refufed,  any  more 
than  an  acceptance  adds  to  it.  This  is 
mod  clearly,  mod  equitably  folved  by 
that  arbitrarinefs  of  the  will.  Other  wife 
the  preference  given  to  one  over  a  num- 
ber of  others  v/ould  be  injurious  to 
them  •,  but  that  is  never  the  cafe.  Va- 
nity indeed  may  take  offence  at  it,  but 
when  was  vanity  every  juft  ?  To  bring 
this  home  to  the  point,  may  I,  dear  Lady 
Harriet,  rely  enough  on  your  friendfliip 
for  your  acquitting  me  in  your  own 
heart  of  any  unkindncfs  in  my  declining 

H  5  what 
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what  now  appears  offered  to  me,  or  of 
any  the  lead  thought  of  difrefpefi:  to 
your  brother,  who  (lands  reilored,  in  full 
right,  to  my  regard  for  him,  if  but  on 
your  account  ?  But  as  that  my  regard 
is  quite  of  a  different  nature  from  love, 
and  never  can,  I  am  intimately  per- 
suaded, refolve  into  it  j  judge  yourlelf 
whether  it  (lands  with  my  fincere  affec- 
tion for  you,  or  even  with  common 
gratitude  to  Lord  Lovell,  for  me  to  do 
him  fuch  an  injury  as  to  avail  myfelf  of 
his  blind  partiality  for  me,  to  render 
myfelf  his  partner  in  every  tliing  but 
love,  Vv'hich  is  the  great  edential.  Do 
you  imagine,  that  my  want  of  it  could 
tfcaoehisdifcernment,  or  when  difcerned 
not  mortally  wound  his  delicacy  ?  No. 
1  had  rather,  than  commit  fuch  a  per- 
fidy 
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fidy  to  you,  to  him,  to  your  family,  that 
he  fhould  think  and  fay  of  me,  that  fmce 
I  declined  him,  1  did  not  deferve  him. 


In  this  apology,  however,  my  ever 
dear  friend,  m.y  ardent  defuse  of  your 
fair  conftruclion  has  drawn  ine  into  al- 
moft  a  difiertation  in  form,  upon  a  cafe 
which  I  fhould  imagine  common  enough, 
for  m.e  to  have  nothing  new  to  lay  on 
it.  I  recomamend  myfelf  with  full  con- 
fidence to  your  candor,  and  efpecially 
to  your  friendfhip,  in  the  fpiiit  of 
which,  your  dcfire  to  fir.d  me  not: 
unworthy  of  it,  will  fupply  any  defi- 
ciency of  my  juftification. 

Mrs.     Buckley    prefents    her     mofl 
tender  refpedts    to    you,    and     afuires 

H  6  you 
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you   of   a  thorough   oblivion   of  any 

pafTed  difguft  at  your  houfe..  You 
did  her  but  juflice  in  taking  it  for 
granted,  that  fhe  v/as  incapable  of 
letting  any  refentment  overcome  her 
gcnerofity.  She  fincerely  loves  and 
efteems  you,  and  v^^as  rather  inclining 
to  that  fide  which  your  great  friend- 
fhip  for  me  has  engaged  you  to 
dpoufe,  till  her  examination  of  my 
reafons,  and  the  v^eighing  my  oppo- 
fition  of  fentiments,  fet  her  right  in 
her  opinion  of  my  procedure. 

'    Yours,  &c. 

Clara  Maynwarinc; 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXIIL 

L^dy    Harriet    Lovell    to  Mifs 
Clara  Maynwaring. 

''■■  '-^  '-■'"■    -"  London, 

My  incomparable  friend^ 

IF  my  life  depended  on  afcertain- 
ing  which  mod  prevailed  in  me, 
affliction  for  the  refufal  contained  in 
your  letter,  or  admiration  of  that  dig- 
nity of  your  fpirit,  which  does  honor 
to  our  fex,  I  could  not  decide  the 
difpute. 

I  gavp  your  letter  to  Lady  LovelJ, 
"whofe  emotions  I  watched  while  flie 
was  perufing  it.     They  might  be,  and 

I  rather 
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I  rather  believe  they  were,  at  firfl, 
thofe  of  a  pride  not  a  little  hurt  by 
what  I  am  fare  (lie  did  not  expe(51, 
your  declining  her  offer.  But  this 
fcnfation  foon  fubfided  into  the  confi- 
deration  of  that  modefl:  unoffenfive 
turn  you  gave  to  your  non-acceptance. 
If  (he  ftlt  the  force,  fne  felt  the 
juflice  of  it  tooj  and  I  am  perfuaded 
is  fincerely  forry  for  her  former  treat- 
ment of  you,  which  your  forgiving 
her,  is  but  a  reafon  the  more  for 
her  not  forgiving  hcrfelf.  You  have 
really  made  her  feel  that  there  is  a 
nobility  of  fouls  infinitely  fuperior 
to  that  of  blood,  and  of  which  fhe 
had  not  before  fo  much  as  a  con- 
ception. But  as  none  arc  more  apt 
to  admjre    an    a-fl    of   fublime   virtue 

than 
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than  thofe  who  have  laiidied  at  it 
in  theory  on  judging  it  unreducible 
to  pradice,  Lady  Lovell  unaffectedly 
acknowledges  your  great  worth,  while, 
I  can  aflbre  you,  no  remains  of  her 
former  notions  of  mis-alHance,  in- 
terfere to  lefien  her  prefent  vexation 
at  lofing  the  hope's  of  fo  defirable  a 
match  for  her  fon.  Her  fears  for 
him  are  now  renewed,  not  for  his 
illnefs,  the  danger  of  which  may  be 
pronounced  pretty  well  over,  but  for 
what  courfe  he  v;ill  take  on  his  re- 
covery. She  has  not  yet  communi- 
cated to  him  your  anfwer,  though 
ihe  only  wait^  a  favorable  moment 
for  it,  as  he  conftantly  perfecutes 
both  her  and  me  to  interpofe  with  you 
in  his    favor,    alas!    in    vain.     I   am 

really 
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really  myfelf  in    great   pain    for   ho\t 
ke  will  take  it. 

I  was  going  on,  but  was  obliged 
to  drop  my  pen,  on  Lord  Soberton's 
coming  in.  He  has  kept  me  a  good 
two  hours,  chiefly  talking  of  you. 
He  was  that  moment  come  from  my 
brother's  apartment,  whom  he  was 
greatly  pleafed  to  fee  in  fo  fair  a  way. 
As  I  knew  Lord  Lovell's  pafTion 
for  you  had  been  no  fecret,  I  thought 
it  no  indifcretion  to  communicate  your 
letter  to  him.  It  was  not  approba- 
tion he  gave  to  your  procedure  j  no, 
it  w^as  a  rapture  of  applaufe.  He 
made  me  repeat  all  the  particulars, 
many  which  he  had  often  heard  me 
mention    before,    of  every   thing   that 

had 
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had  pafTed  between  Lady  Lovell,  Lord 

Lovell,   and    you  :    and    all    of    them 

appeared    to   me  to   rcake    upon     him 

an  imprefllon  of  novelty   and  of  plea- 

fure.     In    fhort,     he    admires   you    fo 

much,     that    I    dare    hope    you    will 

have    no    fcrnple    againlt     my    taking 

him   into  partneriliip  of    your   friend- 

fhip,    the    mod    precious    of    all  my 

prefent  poflelTions. 

% 

My  refpedls  to  Mrs.  Buckley,  they 

are   always    in    courfe,     for    they    are 

always  in  m^y  heart,    exprefled  or  not 

exprefled. 

Yours, 

Harriet  Lovell.^ 

LET- 
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LETTER     XXIV. 

Earl  LovELL  to  Mifs  Clara  Mayn- 

WARING. 

A/?/},  London, 

T  is  with  a  hand  trembling,  and 
fcarce  yet  recovered  enough  to  hold 
a  pen,  that  my  impatience  to  lay  my 
fentiments  before  you,  urges  me  to  the 
giving  you  this  trouble. 

Lady  Lovell  communicated  to  me 
this  morning  the  anfwer  which  you 
had  made  to  her  in  fiances  on  miy  be- 
half.    This,  confidcring  the  pain  which 

the 
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fhe  might  very  juftly  ccnclude  it  would 
occafion  to  me,  could  not,  in  my  pre- 
fenc  condition,  have  been  extorted  from 
her  by  lets  than  the  expreflion  to  her 
of  my  fears,  that  flie  had  been  only 
aiming  at  tranquillifing  me  with  the 
falfe  hopes,  not  only  of  her  confent, 
but  of  her  interefling  herfelf  for  my 
happinefs,  in  the  reparation  which  fhe 
really  owed  you.  I  find  I  wronged 
her,  and  that  the  flroke  of  death  to 
all  my  hopes,  to  all  my  wifhes,  comes 
from  yourfelf. 

There  has  been  a  time,  when  fuch 
a  blow  would  have  deeply  hurt  my 
vanity  •,  but  that  weaknefs  having 
been  long  driven  out  of  exillence,  long 
cxtinguilhed  by  you,   I   had  no  fenfi- 

bility 
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bilicy  left,  but  for  the  cruel  difappolnt- 
ment  to  my  love  •,  that  love,  which 
has  been  but  the  fcronger  for  all  my 
ftruggles  to  (hake  myfelf  loofe  of  it. 
I  fought  in  vain  to  drown  it  in  a 
courfe  of  difTipation  ;  for  ftill  it  kept 
fad  hold  of  me,  and  by  its  difdain  of 
fubmitting  to  the  force  of  my  vices 
and  follies,  proved  to  me  that  it  was 
a  virtue.  It  is,  angelic  Clara,  to  you 
that  I  am  indebted  for  the  difcovery 
of  my  having  fuch  a  thing  as  a  heart ; 
it  lay  dead  and  buried  to  me  in  my 
bread,  under  a  heap  of  rubbifli,  till 
you  av/akened  it  to  life,  by  the  double 
wound  of  love  and  defpair.  You  have 
opened  to  me  a  new  world  within  me, 
and  given  me  a  view  of  a  greater 
manner  of  exiftence.     Fool  that  I  was 

to 
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to  imagine,  that  one  of  your  incompa- 
rable merit  was  to  be  won  by  a  total 
want  of  any !  I  Jfhall,  however,  llrike 
this  advantage  out  of  this  overwhelm- 
ing m.isfortune,  or  rather  out  of  the 
juft  fenfe  of  the  demerit  to  which  I 
owe  it,  that  it  will  be  henceforward  a 
perpetual  goad,  a  noble  incentive  to 
me,  to  render  myfelf  lefs  unworthy  of 
you,  and  to  leiTen  the  diflance  that 
your  fuperiority  over  me  places  between 
us.  My  future  life  fhall  be  one  con- 
tinued endeavor  to  repair  the  errors  of 
the  pad,  and  to  retrieve  the  tim.e  I 
have  loft,  together  with  myfelf,  in 
wretched   nonfenfe    and    frivolous   de- 


lights. 


I  hope 


i66         Lord  L  o  v  e  l  l 

I  hope  the  bottom  of  my  heart  is 
not  defperately  bad,  though  the  fur- 
face  of  it  has  belonged  to  every  folly 
that  fafhion  could  authorife,  or  depra- 
vity of  tafle  adopt.  It  was  referved 
for  a  love,  which  I  mud:  not  call  wholly 
difaftrous,  fince  it  has  been  produ6tive 
to  me  of  fo  defirable  an  efte6l,  to  make 
me  fenfible  of  the  dignity  of  my  be- 
ing, and  to  refcue  me  out  of  the  igno- 
ble career,  in  which  I  was  running  to 
wafce. 

Your  refufal,  and  the  motive  of  it, 
which  I  muft  fuppofe,  though  you 
fpare  me  the  mention  of  it,  have  re- 
called  me  to  myfelf,  or  rather  to  my 

duty  to  myfelf. 

I  mall 
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I  fhall  not,  then,  quite  in  vain  have 
dared  to  love  you,  fince  my  future 
virtues  will  be  your  gift,  and  the  re- 
floration  of  me  to  the  paths  of  honor  ^ 
your  work.  Yes  !  heavenly  Clara,  I 
am  fincerely  your  convert  ♦,  nor  is  the 
cure  of  a  coxcomb  furely  among  the 
lead  of  miracles.  You  have  opened 
my  eyes  for  ever  on  my  pad  worth- 
leflhefs,  and  made  me  falutarily  ridi- 
culous to  myfelf.  Nor  needs  the  fud- 
dennefs  of  my  converfion  render  its 
duration  fufpeded :  I  am  abundantly 
defended  from  all  fear  of  a  relapfe, 
by  the  cleared  conviction  of  the  in- 
comparably greater  joys  to  be  found 
in  that  date  of  grace  with  myfelf,  into 

which  I  am  now  enterins,  than  in  the 

reduclion 
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reduflion  to  pradlice  of  the  utmofl 
riots  of  a  feduced  imagination.  Not 
yet  quite  recovered  of  my  illnefs,  and 
even  amidft  the  horrors  of  my  defpair 
of  you,  I  have  felt  more  folid,  more 
exquifite  delight  in  barely  the  thought 
of  getting  into  a  way  lefs  unworthy  of 
myfelf,  than  ever  was  re^lifed  to  me 
in  the  a6lual  gratification  of  filly  vanity 
and  falfe  pleafure. 

Such,  then,  is  my  deep,  my  heart- 
felt obligation  to  you.  Nor  will  I  pre- 
fume  to  hope  your  friendfhip,  (for  I 
muft  not  mention  the  word  love  on  a 
line  with  that  of  hope,)  till  my  con- 
du6l  fhall  have  fatisfted  you  of  my 
being  lefs  undefcrving  of  your  favor- 
able 
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able  opinion,  than  I  now  feverely,   but 
ferviceably  feel  and  confefs  myfelf. 

In  the  mean  while,  my  pureft  ref- 
pecls,  my  beft  wifhes  attend  for  ever 
the  divine  Clara,  to  whom  1  remain, 
finccrely  and  unalterably, 

the  mofl:  obliged,  devoted, 

and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

L0V£LL." 


Vol.  II.  I  L  E  T- 
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LETTER     XXV. 

The  Marquefs  of  Sober  ton  to  L  a  u  n  - 

CELOT  Greville,    Efq_\    at , 

in  Gloucejlerfiire, 

Pctcrjham. 

My  ever  honored  Friend^ 

"^T^OUR  laft  contained  a  tender 
M^  reproach,  which  I  am  ferry  to 
fay  I  too  juilly  delerved,  for  my  be- 
ing: in  arrears  to  you,  the  anfvver  of 
two  letters.  You  are  very  fenfible 
this  is  a  failure  of  which  I  am  very 
feldom  culpable,  as  I  can  hardly  con- 
ceive a    greater   impertinence    than    a 

negled 
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acgle6l  of  piirKftilioufnefs  In  this  duty, 
which  may  fo  properly  be  placed 
among  the  imall  morals,  that  arc 
neverchelefs  of  fuch  great  account 
in  civil  life.  The  not  anfwering  a 
fuperior  muH:  be  a  filly  madnefs ;  an 
tqual,  an  unpardonable  impolitenefs ; 
but  an  inferior,  the  height  of  igno- 
ble infolence  and  rank  brutality. 
Yet  we  are  not  always  to  con- 
demn in  a  hurry,  for  fear  of  hav- 
ing our  judgment  to  reverfe.  Do  you 
rciriember  v. hat  a  pafTion  Dr.  Elring- 
ton  was  in,  at  his  not  receiving  an 
anfwer  from  Lord  Chipley  to  a 
letter,  in  v/hich  he  was  doing  him 
an  eflential  fervice,  till  I  quieted  him, 
by  telling  him,  that  I  believed  the 
poor   man  could    not   read,    but   was 

I   2  very 
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very  fure  he  could  not  write.  I  am, 
however,  fo  far  happy,  that  I  can 
depend  on  your  having  made  the 
mod  fair  conftrudlion  of  my  filence  *, 
perhaps  a  fairer  one  than  I  deferve ; 
for,  not  to  dilTemble  with  yon,  I  have 
had  feme  fmall  repugnance  to  write 
to  you  J  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  having 
fomething  to  fay,  v;hich  I  could  not 
well,  without  a  violation  of  friendly 
confidence,  fupprefs,  and  of  which  I 
can  clearly  anticipate  your  difappro- 
bation,  fince  I  am  aiSlually  fuffer- 
ing  under  my  own. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  my 
father  at  Spaw,  by  which  it  is  plain 
he  has  not  yet  recovered  the  blow 
given   him   by    our    common,  fevere, 

and 


to  L.  Greville,  Efq\     173 

jaiid  unexpected  lofs  of  my  dear  mo- 
ther, upon  which  he  has  given  me 
Tome  orders,  relative  to  his  affairs, 
that  greatly  confine  me.  He  has  ef- 
pecially  forbid  my  going  to  him,  as 
he  propofes  foon  to  leturn  to  Britain, 
but  means  to  take  fo  great  a  cir- 
cumflex, as  his  intended  trial  of  the 
waters  of  Barege  may  require.  I  do 
not  find  that  thofe  of  Spavv  have 
touched  the  bottom  of  his  diforder, 
though  the  exercife  of  the  journey, 
and  the  regimen  that  goes  v.'ith  thofe 
waters,  had  at  frft  a  temporary  ap- 
pearance of  alleviaeing  his  complaints. 

As  to  your  recomm.endation  of 
Mr.  Mowbray's  fuit  for  a  penficn, 
you   could   not,   for   the  inji.fiice  you 

I  3  did 
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did  me,  in  confuruing  too  rigorouHy 
my  general  declaration  againft  all 
penfions,  make  me  a  more  agreea- 
ble reparation,  than  by  throwing  in 
my  way  this  opportunity  of  miaking 
juildiftinclions. 

I    have,    it    is    true,    an     invincible 
horror    againft    thofe    penfions    which 

are  obtained  from  the  Court,  as  tacit 
recompences  for  the  facrifices  of  na- 
tional interefl,  or  as  the  bribes  of  a 
vile  acquiefcence  where  oppofition  is 
a  duty  •,  in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  the 
tccepters  may  juftly  be  faid,  to  eat 
the  black  bread  of  treafon,  foppcd  in 
the  kennels  of  corruption. 

Nor, 
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Nor,    indeed,   have  I  a  much    bet- 
ter  opinion    of  thofe  genteel    Paupers 
cad  on    the  charity    of  their  country, 
without  any  the  lead   title  to  it,  and 
Vv'ith  a  much  vvorfe  grace  than  the  vulgar 
poor  are  put  into  a  vvork-houfe,  where 
they   become   neceffarily  a   rent-charge 
on    the  providence  of  a    paridi.     For 
thefe  fplendid  beggars,    in  all  the  tri- 
umph    of    worthleOhels    and    idlenefs, 
to    roll    about     in    chariots,    to    ft  rut 
in  embroidery,  or  to  dazzle  you  with 
an    offenfive    glare  of    plate    on    their 
fide-boards,    is  fuch  an  infii'.t   on    that 
nation,    from    whom  they   do    nothing 
to  dcfcrve   it,    unh.^fs    an  implicitly  in- 
fiaved  vote  be  a  merit,    as  that  nation 
v;ell    defer vcs    which    can  or   will   en- 
dure it. 

I  4  But 
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But  there  is  another  kind  of  penfions, 
for  which  I  want  words  to  exprefs  my 
fcorn  and  indignation  :  penfions,  ex- 
torted by  a  pretence  to  patriotifm,  for- 
footh !  that  naufeoiis  dale  refource  of 
difappointed  ambition,  or  of  fortune- 
hunting  impofture  :  when  fuch  as  on 
the  ftrength  of  an  influence,  which  they 
could  never  have  obtained  by  great 
talents  or  by  real  virtues,  have  been 
enabled  to  make  their  own  terms  with 
a  weak  ill-advifed  Court,  and  render 
the  Crown  i:[df  tributary  to  their 
powers  of  f.ilfe  patriotifm,  falfe  poli- 
tics, falfe  eloquence,  falfe  "  every 
thing." 

Nor  do   I  think  thofe  others   quite 
blamelefs,    who,    when    their    country 

appears 
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appears  Jike  a  bare  carcafe,  devoured 
to  the  bone  by  the  State-vultures,  not 
to  mention  the  vermin  ingendered  in 
the  purrelcent  mafs,  can  fo  meani}', 
not  to  lay  worfe,  fcipulate  for  the 
fcandalcus  fuperlucration  of  penfions 
and  reverfions,  as  confiderations  for 
their  mofl  gratious  acceptance  of  great 
places  going  a  begging,  through  that 
portentous  confufion  and  iniquity  of 
the  times,  v;hich  deters  or  difguds  men 
of  charader  from  intermeddlino-  vvith  the 
Hate.  In  this,  thefe  are,  I  conf::fs,  very 
wrong  •,  for  it  is  then  they  are  the  mofl 
necefifary  :  then  is  the  time  for  every  man 
to  (land  to  his  arm.s,  and  run  to  the 
breach,  not  to  be  defaulters  to  their 
country  at  its  greateil  need.  But  their 
'aid  to  be  valuable,  or  indeed  efftclual, 

I  5  fliould 
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iliould  not  be  mercenary.     As  to  tliofe 
\i\\Q  infill  on   money  or  lucrative  con- 
fiderations  for  takino;  their  rcfufals,   I 
leave    yon,    or   any    man    of    fenle   or 
honor,  to  judge,    what  fort  of   fervicc 
■can    or   ought   to    be    expelled    from 
pcrfonages    capable   of   fo    infamouriy 
factious   an  extortion,   fuch  an  uncon- 
flitutional   fubjeding   to   the    rack-rent 
of  avarice  and    infolence  that  country 
of  theirs,    which   is,    it    feems,    of  no 
more  worth  to  them,   than  what  they 
can    fell     it     for,    or     fqiieeze  out   of 
it.      Of    tills,     however,    I    am    cer- 
tain,  that  if  this  fordid,  abjecl,   family- 
fpirit    does    not    foon    meet    with    an 
eRvdlual    check    from    the    powers  of 
the  conditution,  properly  exerted,  it  will 
entirely  fwallow  up   the    public    fpiric, 

^nd 
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and  with  it  every  hope  of  national  fal- 
vation. 

But  as  to  the  penfions  given  for*  real 
fcrvice  to  the  nation,  I  can  hardly  con- 
ceive a  nobler  ufe  of  tlie  pubhc  money, 
than  that  of  manifefting  pubhc  gra- 
titude, where  the  claim  is  clearly  made 
out,  and  not  too  lightly  taken  for 
evinced,  on  the  impudence  of  impof- 
ture,  m.aking  its  fport  of  the  vulgar 
credulity.  Ihe  truth  is,  that  from  my 
readinefs  to  allow  the  juftice  and  fit- 
nefs  of  beRovving  penfions  on  thofe 
who  have  clearly  tides  to  them,  fprings, 
in  fome  mcafure,  my  reprobation  of 
that  lliameful  profufion  of  the  national 
treafure,  fquandered  away  on  im.pof- 
ture,   on  worthlefTnefs,    or  on   corrup- 

I  6  tion, 
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tion,  to  fuch  a  degree  as  mufl:  render 
it  difHciiIt  to  fpare  what  is  due  to  real 
pretentions-,  efpecially,  as  in  the  prefent 
courfe  of  things,  tlie  wretch  of  intereft 
is  fure  to  be  preferred  to  the  man  of 
merit,  againfc  whom  the  people  of 
power  have  ever  that  fort  of  preju- 
dice natural  to  mediocrity,  or  to  worfe 
than  mediocrity,  when  it  gets  into 
place. 

It  was  preclfely,  then,  my  convidllon 
of  Mr.  Mowbray's  clear  right  to  the 
objecfl  of  his  fuit,  that  made  me  the 
more  diffident  of  my  obtaining  for  him 
a  propitious  iiTue.  I  know  that  he  has 
not  only  run  out  an  eflate,  (v;hich,  if  not 
a  great  one,  was  at  lead  his  all,)  llriflly 
fpeaking,  in  the  fervice  of  his  country, 

while 
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v/hile  others  were  IcandalouPiy  getting 
flupendous  fortunes,  in  channels  the 
mofl;  deflructive  to  it,  that  the  malice  of 
hell  could  devife  ;  but  that  he  has  alfo 
greatly  fuiTered  in  his  conftitution,  and 
twice  ran  the  rifle  of  his  life  amonp-  the 
enemies  in  the  late  war,  in  a  very  deli- 
cate commifllon,  which  he  executed  with 
great  fuccefs.  After  all  which,  he  was 
condemned  to  forfeit  all  his  claim  to  re- 
compence,  by  his  meritorioufiy  giving 
his  vote,  in  favor  of  a  very  worthy 
honed  man,  fet  up  by  the  l-ublic  Juflice 
to  that  character,  in  oppofirion  to  one 
of  the  mod  dirty,  contemptible  rafcals, 
that  ever  difgraced  the  patronage  of 
power,  and  who  was  countenanced  by 
the  Miniftry,  who,  by  the  bye,  rarely 
countenance  any  other  kind  of  fubjedls  j 

in 
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in  which  they  remind  nie  of  a  fitting 
Alderman,  who,  during  the  late  war, 
on  a  man's  being  brought  before  him 
for  a  villainous  mifdemeanour,  recom- 
mended him  to  a  regulating  Captain, 
"  as  a  fit  p^rfoa  to  fcrve  the  King." 

In  compliance,  however,  with  your 
recommendation,  and,  indeed,  with  my 
own  defire  to  ferve,  if  pofTible,  fo  worthy 
a  m.an,  I  forced  myfelf  to  go  to  the 
Minider's  levee,  having  never  been  at 
one  before.  You  know,  I  prefume,  that 
that  is  a  place  of  great  trade,  but  as 
there  are  no  flaple  com>mcdities  at  that 
market  but  implicit  votes  or  fervilc 
intered:,  in  which,  I  hope,  I  fliall  have 
the  grace  never  to  deal,  either  as  buyer 
or  feller,  I  appeared  with  all  the  free- 
dom 
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dom  and   dif-ingagement   of  a   fimple 
fpeclator. 

But  I  am  adiamed  to  tell  you, 
fince  it  is  fo  much  at  the  expence  of 
my  humanity,  that  I  could  not  help 
crsjoying  the  diverting  Hght  of  t]:e 
groupe  of  animals  in  v/aicing,  that 
were  m.aking  circle  to  the  MimftriJfi)nOy 
who  was,  widi  the  utm.od  aukward- 
nefs,  proportioning  himfelf  to  the  difie- 
rent  dec-recs  of  his  noble  attend- 
ants  and  waiters.  To  fome  he  threw 
into  his  looks  an  air  of  flatelinefs  and 
fuperiority,  that  I  fliould  have  won- 
dered, if  I  had  not  known  or  guefTcd 
the  perfonages  who  were  expofed  to 
it,  that  they  did  not  buril  out  a 
laughing  in  his  face:  but  it  was  in- 
finitely 
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finitely  worfe  yet,  when  addrefTing 
himfelf  to  perfons,  vvhofe  fortune,  title, 
and  rank  awed  him,  though  they  had 
no  right  to  awe  him,  fince  they  could 
be  mean  enough  to  defcend  ib  low  as 
to  an  attendance  upon  him.  •,  he  put 
en  fuch  a  fine  fimpcr  of  gratious 
affability  and  princely  protection,  as 
m.ade  me  tremble  for  fear  of  not 
keeping  my  breakfad  upon  my  do- 
mach. 

Among  them,  who  do  ycu  think 
I  fhould  fee,  and  who  would  have 
blufhed,  if  that  had  been  in  his  power, 
for  my  catching  him  there,  but  the 
"  third  Cato"  dropped  from  the  clouds, 
MafKlll,  Member  for  Windborough, 
that    fierce,     that    independent    raller 

again  ft 
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agalnft  Courts  and  Minifcers,  till 
they  were  either  filly  or  vindidtive 
enough  to  muzzle  hiin  with  a  place, 
in  which  they  could  not  but  know  he 
Tvould  cut  a  moft  ridiculous  figui-e. 
The  offer  was  no  fconer  made  him 
than  the  droller  bit  at  it,  and  all 
his  plaircer  and  varnlfh  of  patriotifm 
cracked,  peeled,  and  can:e  off  with 
the  firft  ray  of  the  Court  fun-fhine. 
Do  you  remember  my  prediction  of 
it  at  our  hearing  him  from  the 
gallery,  theatrically  fpouting  away 
rants  of  declamation  in  favor  of  his 
poor,  dear,  injured  country,  in  a 
fine  tragedy-tone,  that  reminded  us 
of  Harlequin,  at  Paris,  in  Columbine's 
cloaths,     crying    out    with    a    burlefc 

pathos^ 
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pathos,     "  0  Caro    Padre  I    0  amat$ 
Conforte  /" 

I  obfcrvccl  there,  too,  Lord  Cham- 
pignon, who  has,  at  leaH:,  the  merit. of 
not  adding  hipocrify  to  that  avarice, 
which  makes  him  fet  that  intrepid 
face  of  his  to  every  defcru<ftive  mea- 
fure  that  a  Mini  dry,  as  ignorant  of 
the  national  interefts  as  of  their  own, 
could  put  him  on  :  and  this,  not  out 
of  any  hatred,  at  his  heart,  to  his 
country,  but  out  of  his  fuperior  love 
for  half- a- crown,  to  which  he  would,  if 
it  lay  in  his  way,  facrifice  half-a-dozen 
countries,  and  throw  that  delightful, 
precious  foul  of  his  into  the  bargain. 
He  is  the  only  one  I  know,  who 
makes,  opon  profelTion   of  a  contempt 

for 


to  L.    Gx^EVlLLE,    Efq'y        187 

for  all  principle,  and  has,  upon  that 
foot,  in  defiance  of  the  public,  hoifted 
the  ftandard  of  corruption,  and  marched 
vi6coriouily  againll:  his  country,  drums 
beating  and  colors  fiying,  fur  which 
he  has  been  rewarded  according  to  the 
fydem  of  the  times,  v.ith  a  title  and  a 
fortune. 

I  am  fure  I  fhculd  ficken  ycu  if  I 
was  to  particularife  to  ycu  the  gallery 
of  originals  I  rem.arked  there,  which 
would,  indeed,  be  fuperfluoufly  offen- 
five  to  you,  for  there  is  fuch  a  fame 
flupid  uniformity  in  the  fheep-mark  of 
that  rotten  flock,  that  your  knowing 
one  gives  you  to  know  the  whole 
mutton-headed  frjccles,  always  ready  to 
jump  as  the  iiW^^  bell- weather  leads. 

As 
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As  to  the  minifter  himfelf,  he  ap- 
peared, at  the  firft  fight  of  me,  not 
a  Httle  embarraffed  at  my  ftrange  ap- 
pearance where  he  could  fo  little  ex- 
pe{5b  it,  from  the  profound  contempt 
in  which  he  knew  I  held  him,  and 
which  his  vanity  hindered  him  from 
returning.  For  though,  among  men, 
no  debt  is,  generally  fpeaking,  more 
faithfully  repaid  than  contempt  for  con- 
tempt, the  vain  alone  have  not,  it 
feems,  that  relief  of  defpifing  thofe 
v/ho  defpife  them  :  they  are  too  m.uch 
hurt  not  to  hate ;  and  hate  not  only 
excludes  contempt,  but  implies,  in 
fome  degree,  a  fear,  produced  by  a 
humiliation. 

I  will 
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I  will  not  here,  however,  afcribe  to 
this  laft  fentiment  the  readinefs  with 
which  he  gave  me  audience.  Poffibly 
curiofity  to  know  what  brought  me 
there  might  have  its  fhare  in  procuring 
me  that  difpatch. 

Making  up  to  me,  then,  with  an 
affected  eagernefs  of  the  mod  gratious 
difpofition,  he  defired  to  know  to  what 
it  was  he  was  happy  enough  to  owe 
the  honor  of  feeing  me. 

As  I  knew  him  falfe,  narrow-minded, 
of  a  ccftive  head  and  a  cold  heart, 
incapable  of  feeing  objedls  as  they 
really  are,  and  ignorant  to  fo  great  a 
degree,  that  he  took  the  rote  of  forms 
to  be  the  very  quintefTence  of  affairs, 
I  which 
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^hich  rote,  too,  was  dicSbated  to  him 
by  little  creatures  and  fecondaries  of 
offices,  I  did  not  amufe  myfelf  with 
opening  the  point  of  my  bufinefs  with 
him  by  a  preamble  of  Mr.  Mowbray*g 
merit,  of  his  fervices,  and,  in  fliort, 
of  the  jullice  of  his  fuit,  which  made 
the  iffae  of  it  an  honor  to  the  perfon 
v^ho  fliould  procure  him  the  recom- 
pence,  and  not  a  favor  to  the  peti- 
tioner. All  this,  I  knew,  would  be 
words  in  wade  to  a  man  who  had  no 
conception  of  the  ideas  they  were  de- 
figned  to  convey  :  I  told  him,  then, 
with  great  politenefs,  but  firmly,  that 
the  Duke  and  myfelf  expc6led  that  a 
regard  Hiould  be  paid  to  our  recom- 
mendation of  this  gentleman  to  tlic 
penfion,  of  his  fuit  for  which  I  knew 

hini 
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him  pre-acquainted,  and  of  which  the 
cvenc  would  in  a  great  meafure  de- 
pend on  him,  the  fov^ereign  difpenfer 
of  his  mafter's  favors.  To  this  I  did 
not  add  one  fyllable  that  could  be  con- 
flrued  into  a  menace,  though  perhaps 
the  equivalent  of  one  was  in  the  tone 
of  fuperiority  with  which  I  fpoke,  and 
which  rather  belonged  to  the  juflice 
of  the  plea  I  was  urging,  than  to  any 
air  of  arrogance  or  prefumption  I  was 
giving  myfelf. 

In  anfwer  to  this  my  requifition,  he 
flarted  the  objection  of  the  vote  given 
againft  the  known  difpofition  of  the 
Court,  and  concluded  with  afl<ing  me, 
if  I  would  not  think  that  Miniiler  a  pi- 
tiful fellow  that  would  not  take  away  a 

penfion, 
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penfion,  and  much  more  not  refufe  one, 
in  fuch  a  cafe. 

A  hare  beating  a  drum  could  not  have 
diverted  me  more,  than  that  infinuation' 
of  pohtical  courage  by  a  man  who  had 
not  a  fpark  of  it,  unlefs  againfl  any  in 
fuch  an  inferior  condition  of  life,  that 
to  opprefs  them  v/as  cowardice  itfelf. 
I  only  then  anfwered  him,  with  all  the 
coolnefs  of  contempt,  that  I  could  not 
imagine  a  greater  indignity  offered  to  a 
miniiler,  than  the  fuppoUng  him  mean 
enough  to  expefl  or  accept  the  facrifice 
of  confcientious  opinion,  a  facrifice  which 
was  nothing  better  than  the  homage  of 
a  Have,  to  the  flave  (if  fome  miferable 
Court-plan,  in  oppofition  to  the  inter- 
eft  of  the   nation.      That  I  did   not, 

however. 
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however,  apply  to  him  to  give  him  lef- 
fons  of  politics,  and  lefs  yet  to  receivo 
them  from  him,  that  I  only  defired  to 
know  upon  what  it  was  1  had  to  de- 
pend, that  I  might  acquaint  my  father 
of  his  anfwer,  and  take  my  meafures 
accordingly. 

Now,  whether  this  peremptory  m.an- 
ner  of  treating  him  overawed  him  or 
not,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay,  or  upon 
what  motives  he  yielded,  but  yield  he 
did,  and  the  penfion  is  now  actually 
fecured  to  your  friend,  upon  the  moft 
honorable  terms  he  could  vvifli,  with- 
out condition  or  referve,  and  exprefsly 
as  it  lliould  be,  as  a  reward  of  his 
merit. 

Vol.  II.  K  As 
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As  foon,  however,  as  I  had  got  my 
anfwer  I  left  the  levee- room,  glad  to 
breath  a  lefs  putrid  air  than  that  of  a 
place,  which,  confidering  the  proftitutes 
who  were  plying  at  it,  had  all  the 
ranknefs  of  a  brothel,  of  which  the 
choice  pieces  were  at  once  (lupid,  im- 
pudent, ill-favored,  and  rotten  into  the 
bargain. 

Now,  as  to  the  obliging  ofFer  you 
write  me  Mrs.  Williams  makes,  of 
keeping  for  me,  againft  the  next  races, 
the  apartment  I  occupied  at  her  houfe 
the  laft  year  ;  be  fo  good  as  to  make 
her  a  handfome  prefent,  in  my  name, 
for  the  compliment,  of  which  I  do 
not  propofe  to  avail  myfeli^  as  there 

is 
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IS  nothing  I  more  firmly  determine., 
than  never  punifhing  myfelf  v/ith  ano- 
ther fight  of  that  kind,  which  may 
divert  whom  it  pleafes,  fo  it  is  not 
your  humble  fervant. 

To  fay  the  trutli,  I  hate  races  be- 
caufe  I  love  horfes :  becaufe,  having 
learnt  from  you  to  confider  riding  as 
an  accompHfhment  indifpenfable  to  a 
gentleman,  and  having,  in  confequence, 
ufed  my  bed  endeavours  to  acquire  it, 
I  muft  naturally  look  witli  contempt 
upon  an  ufe  made  of  them  that  has 
no  relation,  or  at  kafl:  a  very  remote 
one,  to  that  attainment ;  becaufe,  too, 
I  am  grieved  to  fee  fo  noble,  fo  praife- 
worthy  a  motive,  as  that  of  procuring 
fine  breeds  of  that  valuable  animal,  put 

K  2  to 
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to  (o  vile  an  ufe,  as  to  be  made  the 
pretext  of  facrificing  fo  much  time, 
money,  tafte,  and  characler,  to  the 
abandoned  (lupidity  of  the  prefent  fif- 
tem  of  races,  and  aflembhes  at  races, 
compounded  as  they  are  of  the  dirty, 
defpicable  miflerics  of  the  turf,  of  the 
infamous  chances  of  the  hazard-table, 
and,  perhaps,  to  crown  all,  of  the  noify 
roar  of  a  jollitry,  raifcd  by  a  wretched 
tartarous  wine,  the  parent  of  fo  many 
iingering  difeafes  and  racking  paips,  as 
well  as  of  fo  much  lamentable  non- 
fen  fe. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  far  from  being 
beneath  m.en  of  fortune  and  rank  to 
give  their  attention  to  the  keeping  up 
the   breed  of  our  horfes  j   but    would 

not 
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not  it  be  to  the  full  as  commendable 
for  them  to  beftovv  fonie  little  painS 
on  prefervlng  their  ownfelves  from  de- 
generacy ? 

Befides,  I  am  not  very  clear,  that  the 
generality  of  thefe  noble  horfe- keepers 
do  not  make  of  it  rather  a  point  oi' 
parade,  than  of  public  utility  \  as  the 
King  of  Siam  maintains  a  white  ele- 
phant, more  for  ftate  than  f^rvice. 
A  mono:  the  er^redous  cullies  of  than 
kind  of  vanity,  can  vou  fcr2;et  'Squire 
Hobby,  who,  having  a  number  of  ca- 
pital racers,  fome  of  them  aclually  en- 
tered for  the  plate,  thought  it  fome- 
thing  of  a  mighty  pretty  air  to  ex- 
hibit himfelf,  ambling  about  the  courfe, 

K  3  o^^i 
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on  a  fcrub  poney  not  worth  fifty  ihil- 
iings  ? 

As  for  thofe  fharpers,  or  adventurers, 
who  keep  horfes  for  a  livehhood,  or 
the  family-men,  the  bett-mongers,  and 
the  like  locufts  of  the  green,  I  have 
nothing  more  to  fay,  than  that  fuch 
as  are  devoured  by  them  very  well 
dcferve  their  fate :  for  furely  a  fett  of 
duller  wretches  never  exifled  ;  they  have 
not  an  idea  out  of  the  horfe-courfe,  or 
above  the  capacity  of  that  animal,  nor 
a  word  to  convey  an  idea,  but  what 
is  contained  in  the  jocky-jargon,  or 
cant  of  the  turf. 


Certainly,    after    all,    a    mere    racc- 
horfe  is  a  thing  of  very  little  ufe,  im- 
plying 
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plying  no  ferviceablenefs  for  the  road, 
the  chace,  or  for  war  \  unlefs,  indeed, 
on  fuch  an  occafion  as  the  Battle  of 
the  Spurs  in  France,  where  the  prize 
was  for  the  fleeted  run-away.  As  to 
the  fport  itfelf,  a  more  unmanly,  a 
more  frivolous  one  can  hardly  be  con- 
ceived, than  that  of  feeing  thofe  crea- 
tures, under  mercenary  riding-grooms, 
put  to  their  utmoft  fpeed,  and  drain- 
ing every  nerve,  to  convey  not  a  fingle 
idea  beyond  the  obvious  one,  that  a 
horfe  with  blood  and  breeding  for  the 
courfe  mud  run  rather  fvvifter  than  -a 
dray  or  a  cart-horfe.  Then  as  to  any 
honor  of  the  vidlory,  fo  much  of  ic 
falls  to  the  diare  of  the  horfe  and  the 
jocky,  that  there  is  little  left  worth 
mentioning  to  the  great  keeper  himfclf 

K  4  of 
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of  the  running  cattle,  whofe  merit 
merely  of  property  cannot  be  much 
fuperior  to  that  of  a  good  horfe-dcaler. 
For  my  part,  I  cannot  fee  where  the 
mighty  great  difference  lies,  of  a  man's 
having  his  miftrefs  riddeji  for  his  plea- 
lure,  by  a  proxy,  or  his  horfe,  for  his 
honor,  by  a  groom. 

I  own,  I  thought  the  anniverfary 
x.jlzq  of  the '  Pallio  at  Bologna  ftupid 
enough,  in  all  confcience,  though  we 
could  not  help  admiring  the  inftindl  of 
that  noble  animal,  in  the  Barbary- 
courfers.  who  run  for  the  prize  without 
riders,  and  who  confequently  are  not  to 
be  "  fpcksn  with.'*  There  was  at  lead 
fomething  worth  remark  in  the  pranc- 
logs,    and   exultations   of  the  winning 

horfe. 
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horfe,  on  the  prize,  a  piece  of  brocade 
being  carried,  with  mufic,  in  ftate,  be- 
fore him  •,  while  the  others  followed 
with  dejeflion  of  heaJ,  and  dragging 
their  legs  after  them.  Such  a  triumph 
does  not  mifbecome  a  horfe,  upon  a 
victory  all  his  own ;  but,  in  the  name 
of  common  fenfe,  where  can  there  be 
in  this  to  the  two-leeczed  owner  any 
great  miatter  of  flrut,.  efpecially  too  to 
the  owner  that  does  not  ride  him  him- 
felf  ?  Though  1  think  I  fee  the  hardly 
fupprefled  fwell  of  face  of  one  of  thofe 
immortal  geniufes,  for  his  hoife  the 
Black-joke  having  won  the  laft  Kin^r's 
plate,  by  the  fuperior  jocky-fhip  of 
Tom  Collins,  his  riding-groom.  Per- 
haps the  growing  fenfe  of  the  emptinefs 
and  numbing  ftupidity  of  this  diverfion, 
K  5  became 
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became  the  raule  of  fee  king  to  render 
it  more  lively,  more  interefting,  by  the 
addition  of  betts,  in  which  cafe  the  re- 
medy was  furcly  worfe  than  the  difeafe, 
fince  that  villainous  acceflary  has  fvval- 
lovved  up  the  principal.  Who  does  not 
now  fee,  that  the  fpirit  of  gambling  has 
taken  the  lead  of  the  fpirit  of  racing,  and 
diftanced  it  out  of  fight  ?  Are  even 
fome  of  the  illuflrious  fprigs  of  our  No- 
bility clear  of  that  fcoundrel-vice  ?  There 
is  Lord  Pigeonnet :  I  do  not  fay  he  will 
direcftly  clieat  you  of  half-a-crown  on 
the  turf-lay  •,  no  •,  but  he  will  lay  what 
he  thinks  a  devilifh  clever  train  to  make 
you  cheat  yourfelf  j  and  triumph  on 
his  fuccefs  in  fuch  a  lov/,  dirty  piece  of 
cunning,  as  much  as  any  of  his  ancef- 
tors  could  have  done  on  the  moft  heroic 

de€d 
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deed  of  arms.  There  is  worfe  yet  •,  he 
will  find  among  his  noble  compeers  thofe 
that  will  or  envy,  or  admire  him  for  it. 
But  this  conformablencfs  is  no  wonder ; 
nothing  more  common  than  to  fre 
Knavery  arm  in  arm  with  Folly,  its 
banker.  I  know,  however,  the  tena- 
cioufnefs  of  an  abfurditv,  reduced  into 
fiftem,  too  well  to  hope  it  will  be  foon 
exploded  wirh  the  fcorn  it  deferves. 
There  is  no  privilege  more  dear,  more 
facred,  to  a  fool,  than  that  of  perfever- 
ing  in  his  fooleries  with  an  obfbinacy 
that  gloriouHy  fills  up  to  him  all  his 
void  of  reafon  •,  fo  that  you  may  juft 
as  well  crack  your  whip  in  the  air,  as 
aim  the  friendly  lafli  at  his  nonfenie. 
I  think  I  fee  the  figure  of  Folly  with 
her  tail  held  up  by  Fortune,   and  with 

K  6  lier 
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her  broad  unthinking  face,  flicking  her 
arms  a-kimbo  -,  with  her  flupid. bloated 
infolence,  bidding  defiance  to  Wifdom, 
and  telHng  her  fhe  will  do  what  (lie 
plcafes  for  all  her. 

To  compleat  the  joke,  there  is  no- 
thing wanting  but  that  fome  crazy 
Frenchman,  bit  with  this  preticus  mag- 
got, fhould  carry  it  to  his  country,  and, 
in  procuring  the  adoption  of  one  of 
our  folhes,  give  us  fome  revenge  for 
the  thoufands  we  have  imported  of 
theirs. 

But  let  that  be  as  it  may,  my  life 
for  it  there  will  not,  at  the  next  races, 
be  a  horfe,  an  ideot,  or  a  fharper  the 
lefsj  for  any  proteftations  of  tafle.againft 

their 
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their  futility,   or  of  honor  againil  the 
infamous   ing^ra: 
that  filly  flock. 


infamous  ingraftment  of  gambling  on 


To  fay  but  the  truth,  moft  of 
eur  bubbles  of  fafliion  live  intrinfi- 
cally  as  thoughtlefs  as  girls  of  the 
town,  and  with  as  little  concern  as 
they,  for  character,  unlsfs  perhaps 
among  one  another,  which  is  as  much 
as  to  fay,  they  dare  not  break  herd 
for  fear  of  the  ridicule  of  thofe  they 
defpife,  for  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  their  commutual  contempt.  It 
is  even  their  principle  of  cohefion. 
A  fool  is  never  more  at  eafe  than 
with  a  fool,  if  it  is  but  for  the  ill- 
natured    pleafure   of   laughing  at   one 

.another. 
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^        another.     A  dunce  never  gives  quar- 
ter to  a  dunce. 

Thus  far,  Sir,  in  anfv/er  to  your  let* 
ters,  which  has  carried  me  to  a  length 
that,  if  I  did  not  refpecl  truth  above 
every  thing,  I  might  afcribe  to  my 
deference  to  your  advice  of  exerciGng, 
at  once,  the  faculty  of  thinking,  and 
the  talent  of  writing  in  fuch  confidential 
emanations  from  the  heart,  in  the  epif- 
tolary  vein  j  but  let  me  be  more  juft  to 
you,  or  at  lead  anticipate  the  fhrewd- 
nefs  of  your  conje6lure,  which  would 
probably  lead  you  to  guefs  my  mo- 
tive. I  have,  then,  been  principally, 
in  this  tedious  preamble,  playing  the 
part  of  the  fchool-boy,  loitering  or 
taking    the    longed    way    to    fchool, 

where 
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where  he  is  fure  of  meeting  with  a 
correction  he  is  right  confcious  of  hav- 
ing deferved.  This  is  but  too  truly 
my  cafe.  Prepare  yourfelf,  then,  to 
ledlure  me  well,  for  once  more  I  tell 
you  before  hand,  I  am  in  the  wrong, 
and  ftand  felf- condemned. 

To  the  point,  then.  You  know 
my  fituation  with  Lady  Harriet,  whom 
I  have  often  thought  it  pleafant  that 
you  fhould  chide  me  for  not  loving 
enough,  when  I  really  was  as  much 
in  love  with  her  as  it  was  in  my 
power  to  be;  and  certainly  I  loved 
no  one  elfe.  You  are  fenfible  I  am 
not  one  of  great  profelfions,  and  per- 
haps not  the  more  for  that  deficient 
in  fentiments,     I  had  always  done  Lady 

Harriet 
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Harriet  the  juftice  of  confidering  her 
as  perfeclly  capable  of  making  a  rea- 
fonable  man  very  happy.  Both  her 
perfon  and  temper  appeared  very  plea- 
fing  to  me ,  her  own  merit,  then,  which 
did  not  even  (land  in  need  of  my 
mother's  recommendation,  I,  in  the 
fimpHcity  of  my  heart,  thought  fufli- 
cient  to  fecure  my  heart  to  her.  Per- 
haps I  too  little  difrrufted  myfelf,  or 
I  fhould  not  have  now  to  give  you 
rather  a  difagreeable  account  of  my- 
felf. 

I  had  chofen,  after  my  mother's  de- 
ceafe,  my  aunt  Clifford's  at  Peterfiiam, 
there  to  remain  in  recefs  for  fome  time, 
till  I  fhould  have  finilhed  the  exami- 
nation of  fome  papers,   with  the  con- 

fequential 
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fequential  notes  upon  them,  by  my 
father's  fpecial  direcl^ion.  While  I 
flaid  there,  you  may  be  fiire  I  v.'ould 
not  omit  to  fee  Mrs.  Pierpoint,  which 
is  but  a  gentle  walk  from  my  aunt's. 
Findino;  her  full  of  her  encomiums  of 
Clara,  a  companion  of  Lady  Har- 
riet, who  had  often  mentioned  her 
to  me,  and  always  with  great  warmth 
of  praife,  but  whom  I  had  never  feen, 
Ihe  readily  entered  into  a  very  inno- 
cent fcheme  of  mine  for  fatisfying, 
with  my  own  eyes,  my  curiofity.  I 
found,  too,  that  fome  preparation  w^as 
the  more  neceflary,  for  that  fhe  hardly 
ever  appeared  in  any  of  the  royal 
gardens  about  Richmond,  or  in  any 
public  place  where  I  might  have  the 
chance  to  fee  herj  I  was  told,  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time,  that  this  referve  did  not^ 
as  might  be  colle6lcd  from  the  reft 
of  her  behaviour's  being  perfedlly 
clear  of  any  artifice,  proceed  from  the 
confcioufnefs  of  how  much  value 
rarenefs  adds  to  beauty,  but  purely 
from  an  averfion  for  the  glare  of  life, 
and  from  a  peculiar  tafte  of  her's  for 
domeflic  retirement,  by  the  imitating  of 
which  negative  prudence  many  of  her 
fcx  might  be  gainers,  and  the  public  no 
great  lofer.  They  do  not  enough  con- 
fider,  that  they  are  like  fome  kinds  of 
merchandize  vi^hich  do  not  go  off  the 
worfe,  for  the  being  rather  kept  in  a 
warehoufe,  than  expofed  at  a  fhop  win- 
doV.  To  fay  the  truth,  none  lofe  more 
than  the  women  by  our  prefent  v/ay  of 
treating  them.     Inllead  of  encouraging 

them 
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them  to  look  upon  themfelves,  as  they 
really  are,  born  to  be  tlie  blefTings  of 
domeftic  life,  we  make  of  them  a  vain, 
infipid,  foolifh  decoration,  and  conHder 
them  purely  as  butterflies  fluttering  a* 
bout  to  amufe  the  eye  for  the  moment, 
without  touching  the  heart.  Nor  can  I 
im.agine,  that  there  can  be  any  great  joy 
in  the  confufion  which  reigns  in  mixed 
companies,  where  the  figures,  who  arc 
commonly  filjy  enough  caricatures,  nei- 
ther leave,  nor  deferve  to  leave  any  more 
imprefllon  on  the  head  or  heart,  than 
thofe  from  a  magric  lanthorn  on  a  wall, 
which  fucceed  and  efface  one  another 
with  equal  rapidity.  It  is  then  in  favor 
to  the  fair  that  I  would  have  that  jufl: 
medium   obferved,   which  preferves  to 

them  their  dignity,  without  abridging 

them 
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them  of  their  due  fliare  of  the  current 
entertainments.  I  would  not  vvifh  them 
reclules,  nor  not  to  go  occafionally  to 
public  places,  but  I  would  not  have 
them  live  in  them.  Pafs  me  this  di- 
greffion  ;  as  it  is  to  the  honor  of  Clara 
I  could  not  fupprefs  it. 

Well,  then,  to  Mrs.  Pierpoint's  fhe 
came,  and  1  dole  into  the  room  juft  as 
flie  was  executing,  with  the  accompany- 
ment  of  the  harpfichord,  an  Italian 
fong  much  in  vogue,  with  a  divine 
voice,  a  moft  maflerly  fkill,  and  v/ich 
more  graces  than  ever  La  Gabrieli  threw 
into  her  execution.  This  is  no  fulfom  ex- 
aggeration ;  it  is  literal  truth.  But,  oh  ! 
my  friend,  when  fhe  got  up  to  receive 
my  compliment  of  introduction !  What 

a  celef- 


tb  L.  Greville,  Efq\     2ij 

a  celeflial   figure!    What    an    irrefifti- 
ble  power  of  beauty  j  enough  to  llrike 
wit  ilupid,  or  to  irradiate  ftupidity  with 
wit!    Such    a    fliape!     Such    an   air! 
Such  a  complexion  !   Let  who  will  for 
me   admire    the  Ivory  of  the  Greeks, 
the  Ebony  of  the  Africans,   the  Copper 
of  the  Americans,   the  Jonquil  of  tha 
Indians,     the  Orange    of    the    tawny 
Moors,    but   give    me    the    Rofes    of 
Britain!     V/ith    what    a    delicacy  did 
they    not    bloom    on    her    cheeks,     to 
lofe  themfelves  by  degrees  in  the  am- 
bient White!  While  all  together  fhe  dif- 
played   Qne  of   thofe    rare  forms,   that 
Nature  feems  to  create  in  complaifance 
to  Love,  for  the  greater   glory   of  his 
prerogative,    in   the   confuficn   of  our 
reafon. 

But 
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But  when  we  entered  into  conver- 
fation,  (he  foon  difcovered  to  me  that 
her  outward  charms  were  the  leaft  of 
her  merit.  So  modeft!  So  proper! 
So  corre(5t,  without  fliffnefs !  Then  a 
voice  which  was  melody  itfelf,  in  fuch 
harmony  with  every  thing  fhe  faid^ 
while  every  thing  (lie  faid  breathed 
the  fpirit  of  truth,  and  the  energy  of 
fentiment,  that  nothing  could  more 
ftrongly  prove  the  power  of  reconciling 
fenfe  to  found,  and  of  giving  to  rea- 
fon  itfelf  the  charms  of  mufical  ex- 
preflion.  But  what  fovereignly  en- 
chanted me,  was  the  total  uncon- 
fcioufnefs  that  appeared  in  her,  of  her 
excefnve  beauty,  without  the  leafl 
taint    of   affedlation,    that   horrid  and 

detcflable^ 


to   L.  GrEVILLE,   Efq-y        21^ 

deteflable  fin  agalnfl  the  graces  of  na- 
ture. Her  underflanding  feemed  to 
have  all  the  nerve  of  manlinefs,  un- 
der all  the  foftnefs  of  the  moO:  ex- 
qiiifite  female  delicacy.  Upon  my 
honor,  the  more  I  reilefl:  on  fuch  an 
aflemblage  of  perfedions,  the  lefs  I 
find  myfelf  guilty  for  not  having 
withflood  their  power. 

I  was  not,  however,  coxcomb  enough 
to  be  the  bubble  of  that  ingenuous 
franknefs,  that  gracious  eafe  which 
fhe  threw  into  her  reception  of  me. 
I  was  far  from  conftruing  it  extraor- 
dinarily in  my  favor-,  for  I  plainly 
difcerned  that  I  owed  it  to  the  footing 
on  v/hich  I  flood  with  Lady  Harriet, 
and  which,  I  confefs  it  with  iham.e,  I 

couy,. 
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could,  for  an  obvious  reafon,  have 
been  content  with  its  net  being  quite 
fo  advantageous  an  one.  Yet,  to  that 
confideration  it  was  that  I  was  obliged 
for  leave  to  pay  her  my  refpeds, 
where  flie  was  living,  at  one  Mrs^ 
Buckley's,  the  widow  of  an  Attorney, 
but  a  woman  of  a  moft  cultivated 
underftanding,  and  a  mofl:  excellent 
charader.  1  think,  too,  fhe  mAift  have 
been,  in  her  time,  remarkably  hand- 
fome,  which  may  be  difcerned  through 
all  her  prefent  total  negled  of  any 
•thing  that  might  fet  off  her  perfon. 
Her  air  is  fcill  extremely  noble,  and 
fhe  carries  with  her  all  the  deportment 
of  one  who  has  feen  the  highefl:  com- 
pany, in  the  v/ay  it  is  the  beft  to  fee  ir, 
with  a  jufl  fuperiojity  to  it.  She  brought 

but 


to  L.  Greville,  Ej\y     217 

but   a  fmall   fortune   to  her  liufoand, 
who  had   a   very    competent  one,    in- 
dependent of  his   pradice,    which  was 
very  extenfive,   and   very  honorable  to 
him   for   the   probity    v.ith    which   he 
exercifed  it.     He   had   had,   it   feems, 
the  good  fenfe  to   difcover  thofe  trea- 
fures     of    it,     which     Mrs.     Buckley 
pofieiTed,    and    which    his    ov;n   great 
learning  enabled  him  to  improve  to  a 
very    uncommon  pitch  -,    in  return  for 
which   fhe  made  him    the   happieft  of 
men  in  her  domeftic  conducl.     At  his 
dcceafe  he    left    her  in   very  eafy  cir- 
cumflances.     All    this    I    particularilc 
to  you,   not  only   as   I  kuow  ycu  dc- 
lio;ht  in  fuch  charadlers,  but  as  nothino- 
is   indiiTerent  that    has  any  relation  to 
Clara,   to  whom  flie  is  a  kind  of  aunt. 
Vol.  II.  L  by 
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by  marriage:   In  fhort,  fhe  is  a  very 
worthy  refpedlable  woman. 

Of  my  permifTion  then  to  vifit  them, 
I  did  not  fail  of  availing  myfelf;  but 
took  great  care  not  to  give  it  any  air 
of  miftery  or  defign,  fo  as  to  alarm  the 
delicacy  of  Clara,  or  any  fufpicion  of 
Lady  Harriet,  who,  on  the  contrary, 
was  extremely  pleafed  at  the  notice  I 
took  of  her  friend.  In  another,  this  fe- 
curity  might  have  appeared  a  prefump- 
tion,  but  I  muft  do  her  the  juftice  to 
fay,  though  the  truth  tends  to  condemn 
myfelf,  that  it  was  owing  either  to  her 
confidence  in  me,  or  in  Clara,  and,  in- 
deed, I  rather  fancy  in  both. 

The  opportunity,  'however,  of  fee- 
ing Clara,  in  which  I  indulged  myfelf 

as 
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jis  afriduoufly  as  I  durft,  confidently 
with  the  neceffity  I  faw  there  was  of 
keeping  fair  with  all  parties,  could  noc 
fail  of  producing  the  natural  effect  of 
enflaving  me  more  and  more.  Every 
time  I  faw  her  I  difcovered  new  beau- 
ties in  her,  and  had  the  lefs  power  left 
to  liden  to  the  proteftations  of  my  rea- 
fon,  and  even  of  m,y  honor,  againft  a 
new  pafTion,  in  the  circumftances  I  was 
in  with  Lady  Harriet,  whom  I  could 
not  Hill  fay  that  I  did  not  love,  though 
not  in  the  violent  decrree  with  which  I 
burnt  for  Clara. 

Whenever  I   v^'as  s^oino;  to  vifit  this 
fovereign   of  my  foul,    it   v^.^s   ahvays 
with  the  pain  of  a  heart  dillrafted  be- 
tween a  defire  of  fucceeding  with  her, 
L  2  and 
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and  the  inward  reproaches  of  wound- 
ed honcr ;  but  at  the  fight  of  her 
every  fcriiple  vaniHied,  to  leave  to  love 
the  entire  maftery  of  tlie  field. 

As  to  Clara,  I  am  very  fure,  that 
in  the  innocence  of  her  heart,  and 
the  fimplicity  of  her  intentions,  fhe 
never  once  had  any  the  lead  glim- 
mering perception  of  all  that  pafHcn 
with  which  flie  was  infpiring  me,  and 
of  v/hich  I  was,  at  the  firft,  myfelf 
the  lefs  diffident,  from  iis  being  per- 
fectly pure  and  clear  of  any  libertine 
imprefTion.  My  love  was  mafl<ed  to 
me  by  that  friendfhip  which  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  greatefl  proofs  of  love,  be- 
ing, in  truth,  infeparable  from  that 
paffion  where  that  palTion  exifts   as   a 

fentiment. 
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fentiment.  I  am,  indeed,  but  too  i^Ti- 
Tible,  and  am  perhaps  myfeJf  an  in- 
ftance,  that  the  cafuidry  of  love  is 
rather  a  relaxed  one,  but  not  to  fuch 
a  pitch  as  to  allow  of  enmity  to  the 
objedl  of  ir,  and  furely  there  cannoc 
be  a  greater  hofcility  than  projedt- 
ing  its  diflionor  or  ruin.  My  infide- 
lity to  Lady  Harriet  was  a  great 
fault,  though  an  involuntary  one, 
as  I  was  yielding  to  a  refiulefs  pov;er; 
but  I  could  not  the  more  for  than 
harbour  a  thought  of  injury  to  Clara, 
the  innocent  caufe  of  my  guilt. 

Mrs.    Buckley    difcovered    as    foon, 

or  fooner,  probably,   than  myfelf,   the 

weaknefs     into     which  I    was   falling, 

and    the   drift   of   my  afTiduities,   and 

L  3  I  mufl 
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I  mud  do  her  the  juflice  to  atteft,  thac 
ili€  threw  into  my  way  every  difcourage- 
ment  that  fhe  could,  without  corning 
to  an  explanation  with  me,  that  nuift 
have  ended  in  an  open  rupture,  and 
without  acquainting  Clara  of  her  fuf- 
picions.  This,  1  fuppofe,  flie  avoided, 
either  that  fhe  might  not  difquiet  her, 
or  becaufe  fhe  judged  it  beil  to  lee 
the  difcovery  come  from  her  ovvnfclf. 
I  c6uld  have  heartily  wiflied  to  have 
had  her  on  my  fidej  I  founded  the 
ford,  but  found  it  impradicable.  \xi 
fnort,  as  far  as  I  durft  open  myfelf, 
at  a  didance,  and  in  oblique  hints,  I 
found  her  unapproachable,  for  which, 
in  my  heart,  I  detefted  and  honored 
her,  and  defpifed  myfelf. 

My 
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My  cafe  every  day  growing  more 
and  more  defperate,  by  the  increafe 
of  my  paiTion  to  an  intolerable  height^ 
and  by  the  urgency  of  the  term  that 
could  not  be  far  off,  for  my  making 
good  my  engagements  to  Lady  Har- 
riet, I  was  driven  to  a  flate  of  diffrac- 
tion. Often  had  I  been  tempted  to 
give  myfelf  the  relief  of  acquainting 
Glara  of  the  condition  of  my  heart: 
but  never  could  mufter  up  courage 
enough  to  hazard  the  flep.  There 
was  always,  when  I  approached  her 
with  that  intention,  fomething  in  her 
looks  that  checked  me,  unknown  per- 
haps to  herfelf, 

I  knew   fhe  had    at   her    option   a 
nximber  of  advantageous  offers,   which 

L  4  flic 
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fhe  fhev;ed  no  inclination  to  accept; 
I  knew  fhe  had  refufed  Lord  Lovell, 
in  a  manner  the  mofl:  fpirited  and  the 
mod  noble.  All  this,  while  it  raifed 
my  paflion,  funk  my  hopes,  efpe- 
cially  as  my  cafe,  with  regard  to  her, 
v/as  far  from  favorable.  I  had  si 
double  tafk  to  fulfil,  a  perfidy  to 
extenuate,  and  a  pafTion  to  declare. 
With  many  of  the  fex,  indeed,  the  firft 
would  be  rather  a  recommendation  of 
the  lafl,  though  I  cannot  fay  I  much 
adm.ire  the  wifdom  of  admitting  an 
infidelity  to  one  woman,  to  be  a  very 
great  temptation  for  another  woman's 
faith.  But  fo  it  too  often  is.  Then 
as  to  the  other's  being  a  friend,  that 
confideraiion  would  but  render  the  tri- 
umph the  greater  in  the  facrifice.     But 

I  knew 


to  L.   Greville,  Efq-,     225 

I  knew  Clara  too  well,  and  had  too 
much  love  not  to  tremble  for  a  very 
different  reception. 

To  fpeak,  then,  I  fairly  confefs  it, 
I  was  afraid,  efpecialJy  having  a  plea 
to  urge  of  the  badnefs  of  which  I  was 
myfelf  inwardly  but  too  rr.uch  con- 
vinced, my  heart  treating  me  fo  tiran- 
nically,  that  while  it  was  compelling 
me  to  obey  its  orders,  it  difdained  to 
conceal  from  me  the  injuftice  of  them. 
Shameful  and  detefted  weaknefs !  We 
readily  allow  that  we  feel  the  force  of 
the  paiTions,  but  do  not  lay  ftrefa 
enough  on  our  equally  feeling  our 
duty  to  refill  them.  On  this  occafion 
I  was  mortified  to  the  highefb  degree, 
to  find  that  all  the  authority  of  my 
L  5  reafon 
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reafon  fubmitted  to  their  lawlefs  fway, 
and  could  neither  bear  the  figure 
1  aclually  made  to  myfelf,  nor  that 
which  1  fo  juftJy  apprehended  I  fhould 
make  to  Clara,  on  the  declaration  to 
her  of  my  fentiments.  The  worfl  of 
it,  too,  was,  that  I  had  too  much 
caufe  to  think  I  fhould  have  all  the 
guilt  to  myfelf,  in  vain,  without  the 
confolation  of  making  an  accomplice. 

In  the  neceffity,  however,  I  was 
under  of  running  the  rifle,  which 
I  had  not  the  power  of  fo  much 
as  endeavouring  to  decline,  I  chofe 
of  the  only  two  ways  there  were 
for  me  to  run  ir,  that  which 
was  the  Icafb  embarrafTing  to  me. 
i    wrote    to    Clara,     then,    a    letter, 

and 
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and  received  her  anfwer,  the  co- 
pies of  both  which  I  inclofe  you, 
for  your  confideration,  only  entreat- 
ing of  you,  in  the  midft  of  judg- 
ment, not  to  forget  mercy.  Re- 
member that  I  have  begun  as  I 
now  end,  with  condemning  my- 
felf. 

Yours,  &c. 

SOEERTO!?. 


L  6  I.  E  T- 
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LETTER      XXVI. 

T/je  Alarque/s  of  Soberton  to  Mifs 
Clara  Maynwaring. 

Mifsy  PeterJJoam, 

DETERMINED  by  a  refiftlers 
impulfion  to  write  to  you  upon  a 
point,  on  which,  I  confefs,  I  dare  not 
}3erlunally  fpcak  to  you  ;  how  fliall  I 
go  on,  who  have  already  fo  inaufpici- 
(jufly  begun  ?  Or  what  can  I  fay  to 
you,  with  any  hopes  of  a  favorable 
acceptance,  while  the  very  fuit  I  have 
to  urge  to  you  is  itfelf  my  crime  ? 

Yec 
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Yet  one  would  imagine,  that  a  fitu- 
ation  to  the  reproach  of  human  kind, 
fo  common  as  mine,  might,  at  leafr, 
furnifh  the  form  and  matter  of  an  apo- 
logy in  extenuation  ;  but  you,  O  in- 
comparable Clara !  (land  in  fuch  a 
degree  of  fuperhuman  eminence,  that, 
with  refpedt  to  you,  there  is  no 
drawing  into  precedent  the  pafl  pro- 
cedure of  any  of  our  fex  towards  any 
of  yours. 

Every  thing  confpires  to  dlfcourage 
me.  While  thofe  perfe6tions  of  your's, 
which  form,  at  bottom,  the  (Irongeft 
plea  in  favor  of  my  delinquency,  are 
in  the  awe  with  which  they  flrike  me 
fo  great  a  check  to  my  hopes  of  your 

forgiving, 
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forgiving  it,  what  reafon  have  I  not  to 
dei'pair  of  your  rewarding  it,  of  your 
crowning  it  with  the  highefl:  happincfs, 
to  which  the  greatell  innocence,  joined 
with  the  greatell  worthinefs,  could  hardly, 
dare  to  afpire  ?. 

I  fnall  not,  however,  make  any  merit 
to  you  of  not  ufing  any  fahe  coloring 
or  artifice,  as  I  am  very  clear,  that 
your  great  good-fenfe  would  immedi^ 
ately  fee  through  it,  and  fpurn  the  in- 
dignity ofi'ered  to  it,  from  which  you 
are,  befides,  abundandy  defended,  by 
the  finceriry  oi  my  fentiments  tow*rirds 
you. 

With  intentions  lefs  pure,  lefs  candid 
than   mine,    another   would,    at   lead:, 

evade 


/d?  Clara  Maynwariivg.  231 

evade  the  mention  of  the  ciesiree  of 
engagement  in  which  I  ftand  with 
Lady  Harriet,  if  but  to  avoid  the  un- 
towardnefs  of  the  reminding  you  of  fo 
unfavorable  a  fituation,  and  making, 
as  it  v/ere,  a  neceflity  of  honor  to  you, 
tp  feize  fo  obvious  a  plea  for  your 
denial. 

But,  angelic  Clara,  I  am  fo  far  from 
wifliing  you  to  forget  it,  that  it  is 
precifely  on  your  jud,  your  fair  con- 
fideration  of  that  very  circumllance,  a 
confideration,  ef[>ecially,  in  the  light  of 
friendship  to  Lady  Harriet,  that  I  ground 
what  very  little  hope  I  have  of  your 
fuffering  me  to  fue  for  pity,  if  in  vain 
it  is  I  muft  fue  for  love. 

Is 
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Is  it  not  even  conformable  to  your 
own  principles,  which  are  fo  admira- 
bly juft,  to  condemn  one,  who  fhould 
confent  to  the  nuptial  union  with  no- 
thing m^ore  than  indifference  for  the 
other  party  ?  Yet,  how  much  greater 
mull  be  the  guilt  of  perpetrating  a 
marriage,  with  a  violent  paffion  in  the 
heart  for  another  ?  In  fuch  a  pofition 
may  it  not  be  truly  faid,  that  Love 
and  Honor  both  agree  to  forbid  the 
banns,  before  it  is  yet  too  late  ?  If  in 
fuch  a  dilemma  a  point  of  honor  (lands 
oppofed  to  a  point  of  honor,  is  it  not 
fit  that  the  greateft  of  the  two  lliould 
carry  it  ?  And,  furely,  the  greater  one 
is,  in  this  cafe,  not  to  confummate  fo 
unaufpicious   a   facrifice   as   that   mufl 

be, 
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be,  to  which  the  heart  is  vvantinG:.  In 
what  is  it  that  the  worthy,  the  efli- 
mable,  the  truly  amiable  Lady  Harriet 
can  have  deferved  fo  ill  of  me,  that 
I  fhoLild  wiffi  to  give  her  my  hand 
while  my  heart  is  another's  ?  Yes, 
another's,  without  any  fault  of  mine. 
Deign  to  afk  yourfelf  this  queftion.  Is 
not  my  prefent  fituation  one  of  thofe 
forced  ones,  to  which  pity  is  fo  m.ucli 
more  due  than  blame  ?  Is  it  not  the 
necelTary  effecl  of  that  invincibly  fu- 
perior  power  of  your's,  which  is  at  once 
the  caufe  and  the  juftification  ? 

What  frlendHiip,  then,  would  it  not 
be  to  Lady  Harriet,  to  deliver  her  from 
one,  who  is  himfelf  too  unfortunate  to 
make  her  happy  ? 

Buc 
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But  what  a  fuperhuman  effort  of 
generofity  would  it  be,  an  effort  wor- 
thy, in  fhort,  of  the  divine  Clara,  not 
only  to  forgive  an  involuntary  fault, 
it  loving  her  could  be  called  a  fault, 
but  in  confideration  of  herfelf  being 
the  caufe,  innocently  fo,  no  doubt,  but 
ill  11  the  caufe,  to  think  fome  compaf- 
fion  due  to  me,  if  not  fome  amends, 
in  that  fpirit  of  equity,  which  didates 
the  reparation  of  any  hurt  to  another, 
though  but  an  unintentional  one  ? 

Nor  would  I  have  you  think,  in- 
comparable Clara,  that  I  would  willi, 
even  were  it  in  my  power,  to  draw  you 
into  any  procedure  that  would,  or  at 
leaft  ought  to  leffcn  you   in  your  own, 

ooinion. 
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opinion.  No.  It  is  by  my  pafTion's 
being  founded  on  cflecm,  that  I  know 
it  to  be  a  virtue  -,  and  confequently 
iuperior  either  to  the  meannefs  of  a 
clandeftine  obHquity,  or  to  the  greater 
meannefs  yet  of  a  falfe  bravade. 

I  propofe,  then,  I  will  not  fay  on 
your  leave  for  it,  but  on  your  not 
exprefsly  forbidding  it,  to  repair  di- 
rectly to  Lady  Harriet,  to  throw  my^ 
felf  at  her  feet,  and,  by  an  ingenuous 
confefTion  of  the  ftate  of  my  heart, 
miCrit,  at  lead,  her  pity,  if  not  her  for- 
givenefs.  I  v/ill  go  farther.  I  will 
make  her,  next  to  yourfelf,  the  arbi- 
'crefs  of  my  fate.  I  would  even  tender 
to  her  that  inflant  my  hand,  but  for 
a   reafon,   which   cercainly    would   not 

be 
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be  that  of  fearing  fhe  would  take  me 
at  my  word,  in  which  event  I  fFiouki 
unqueQionably  realife  my  offer,  but 
becaufe  fuch  an  offer  would  have  too 
much  the  air  of  an  indignity,  as  if  I 
could  imagine  Ihe  would  not  fcorn  to 
accept'  me  in  fuch  a  fituation.  To 
fay  but  the  truth,  I  have  fo  high  an 
opinion  of  her,  that  while  I  do  not 
defpair  even  of  her  fhowing  clemency 
to  miy  guilt  towards  her,  I  am  fure 
of  her  doing  jnftice  to  your  perfc(5t  in- 
nocence. 

Unfortunately,  the  greateft  of  my 
fears  is,  not  that  of  her  reception  of 
a  declaration  compelled  from  me  by 
the  neceflky  of  it,  and  even  fandified 
by  the  inviolable  regard  I  have  for  her- 

fclf, 


/i?  Clara  Maynwaring.  i^^j 

ft  If,  and  for  thofe  laws  of  honor  that 
fo   (Irongly    remonilrate    againft  pufh- 
ins;   to   a   conclufion    an    eno;ao;ement, 
which  is  prophaned  where  Love  refufes 
his  plenary  afTjnt  •,  I  am  more  in   pain 
yet,   and  not  without  reafon,   left  this 
procedure  of  mine  fnould  give  you  an 
ill  opinion  of  my  chara6ler,  or  an  un- 
favorable  impreflion  of  my  power  of 
eonftancy.     To    an    objedlion   fo   ob- 
vious on  this  occafion,  and,  I  add,  evea 
againfl  myfelf,  fo  naturally   to  be  in- 
ferred from  my  own  plea,  what  fatis- 
fa(5Lory  anfwer  have   I   to    make  ?  Not 
any,  I  repeat  it  \  not  any,  except  one, 
which  is  not  a   whit   the  lefs  facredly 
true  for  its  being  fo  trite,   fo  common- 
place an  one,  and  to  which,  moreover, 
your  fupreme  m.odefly  will  hinder  you 

from 
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from  giving  the  weight  that  it  defervcs. 
It  is  this :  that  you  are,  by  your  match*'' 
lefs  perfeclions^  piaced  alx)ve  all  fear, 
all  danger  of  any  prefent  cr  future 
compariibn  to  your  difad vantage,  with 
tiny  human  beauty  that  the  univerfe 
can  be  imagined  to  produce.  O  Clara! 
deign  but  to  do  yourfelf  juftice.  Where 
is  that  requifite  that  you  do  not  fove- 
reignly  pofTefs,  for  gaining  the  heart 
and  fixing  it  for  ever  ? 

In  this  true  unflattered  light  it  Is, 
that  I  contemplate  you,  with  the  full 
approbation  of  even  my  reafon,  which 
affures  mie  I  can  do  nothing  more  agree- 
able to  it,  than  to  offer  you,  with  all 
the  diffidence  of  confcious  inferiority 
to  your  merit,  every  thing  in  my  power, 

to 
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to  lay  at  your  feet,  and  to  Intreat  your 
acceptance,  on  your  own  terms,  while 
in  every  event  I  remain,  with  perfect 
devotion,  reipecl,  and  efteem, 

Miss, 
Tour  mod  devoted,  and 
iinoft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

SOBERTON. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXVIL 

Alifs  Clara   Maynwaring    lo   the 
\MarqiieJs  of  Sober  ton. 

My  Lord'Marqiiefs^  Richmond, 

THERE  is  in  your  letter  an 
alarming  paiTage,  which  has 
thro^^'n  me  into  fo  exquifite  a  diflrefs, 
that  I  liope  I  fhall  {land  excufed  to 
decency  for  this  injury  to  it,  in  an- 
fwering  one  of  your  fex,  efpecialjy  on 
the  fubjetft  on  which  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  write  me :  It  is,  my  Lord, 
where  you  cruelly  threaten  me  to  go 
to  Lady  Harriet,   and   to  take   me  for 

your 
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your  text  of  infult  to  the  woman  in 
the  world  who  the  leaft  deferves  it, 
and  particularly  from  your  Lordfhip. 

You  referv^e  to  me,  it  is  true,  the 
liberty  to  forbid  that  horrid  ilep.  But 
the  word  "forbid"  belongs  to  a  fiile 
of  authority,  which  I  have  no  pre- 
tentions to  ufe  to  your  LordQiip.  As 
a  very  high  favor,  indeed,  I  may  and 
fhall  take  it,  if  you  will,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  deign  to  allow  me  a  reprefen- 
tation,  which  Vvill,  at  the  fame  time, 
include  an  anfsver  to  the  reft  of  your 
letter. 

But   firil   give   me   leave  to  return 

your  Lordfhip  my  moft  humble  thanks 

for  the  compliments  of  v/hich  you  have 

Vol.  II.  M  condef- 
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condefcended  to  be  fo  lavifh  on  me, 
and  cf  which  not  one  flatters  me  fo 
greatly  as  the  profefiion  of  yourefteem  : 
1  value  it  fo  highly,  that  I  lliould  be 
extremely  Joth  to  forfeit  it  j  and  if 
the  fincereft  retribution  of  that  fenti- 
ment  may  acquit  me  to  your  Lordfliip 
of  my  acknowledgments,  I  can,  with 
great  truth,  afljjre  you,  that  1  have  ever 
done  juftice  to  your  merit,  and  never 
wifhed  you  worfe  than  that  you  fliould 
keep  up  to  your  great  charader,  nor' 
ever  derogate  from  yourfelf. 

I  do  not  here,  my  Lord,  mean  to 
enter  with  you  into  any  difcufTion  of 
the  plea  you  draw  from  the  power  of 
that  lawlefs  pafilon,  of  which  my  know- 
ing nothing,  and  my  wifh  to  know  no- 
thing, 
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thing,  which  is  not,  I  allure  you,  lef- 
fenccl  by  this  circumftance,  dirpcrnfcs  me 
from  faying  any  mere. 

I  have  but  one  fuccindl  peremptory 
anfwer  to  offer.  Perfectly  feiifible  as  I 
am  of  all  it  mull  have  coil  one  of  your 
Lord  (hip's  Pttid  honor  to  make  me  io 
undue  a  ficrifice,  I  cannot  better  prove 
my  gratitude  to  you,  than  by  my  no: 
accepting  it.  This  is  my  unalccrabb 
refolution.  Nor  will  you,  I  prefjme, 
take  offence  at  this,  fmce  that  cannot 
be  called  a  refufal,  which  is  only  fo 
of  what  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
grant,  nor,  indeed,  very  clearly  in  yours 
to  off.r. 

As   your  Lordiliip,    then,    may    red 

fully  afllired  of  the  impofTibility  of  my 

I\I   2  changing 
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changing  my  mind,  I  leave  it  to  yonr- 
icif  to  judge,  whether  you  can,  to 
any  valuable  purpofe,  make  ufe  of  my 
name  to  flrike  a  dagger  to  Lady  Har- 
riet's heart,  and  through  her's  to  miine, 
in  fuch  a  confefTion  as  you  have  threat- 
ened me  with  making  to  her. 

Hitherto  this  tranfitory  eclipfe  of  your 
reafon  has  had  no  other  confequences 
than  giving  me  the  greatefl  uneafinefs, 
which  I  fincerely  forgive :  Nay,  fiiall 
ever  remember  the  motive,  not  only 
with  gratitude,  but  to  your  great  honor, 
on  its  becoming  to  you  an  occafion  for 
exerting  the  fuperiority  of  your  virtue, 
and    proving    your    pov/er   even   over 


VOU;fcif, 


As 


totheMdrqiicfsofZov,Y.^TO^.   245 

As  this  flep  of  your's  is  a  profound 
fccret  to  Lady  Harriet,  and  may  ever 
remain  fo,  you  have  no  reparation  to 
make  to  her,  but  that  of  returning  to 
her  with  a  regard  only  the  greater  for 
its  momentary  interruption  :  A  pro- 
cedure this  fo  much  its  own  reward 
in  the  happinefs  it  will  bring  with  it, 
in  the  innoce.ice  it  will  refiore  to  you, 
and  in  the  honor  it  will  do  you,  as 
can  hardly  tempt  in  vain  a  heart  fo 
noble  as  that  of  Lord  Soberton.  \t\ 
what  could  you  find  the  equivalent  of 
the  only  meaRire  Itft  for  your  recover- 
ing your  ov/n  eflecm  ?  Mine  is  not 
worth  mentioning. 

With  this  I  inclofe  and  return  your  let- 
ter, in  no  intention  of  Pdght  or  difrefpedl, 

IM  3  you 


246  To t/jeMarpieJs of  SoBLRTOitt 

you  may  be  fure,  but  purely  not  to  keep 
any  monument  that  might  Have  the 
air  of  a  trophy  on  this  untoward  in- 
cident, which,  however,  it  is  now  fo 
much  in  your  power  to  turn  into  the 
greated  of  all  human  triumphs,  the 
triumph  over  yourfclf. 

I  am,  with  every  fentiment  of  efteem 
and  rerpe6b. 

My  Lord-Mar(vijess, 

Your  Lordship's  mod  obedient, 

and  mofi:  humble  fervant, 

Clara  Maynwaring. 
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Rover,  by  Mrs.  Behn, 
Spirit  of  Contradiclion. 
Taile,  by  S.  Foote,  Eiq^ 
Trick   for  Trick. 
Walking  Statue, 


PLAYS  in  Twelves,  at  6d.  each. 

JE(opy  by  Vanbrughi  Confcious  Lovers. 

AlbionQ[uecns,byBanks.  Cyml.cline,  Shnkerpcare. 

Albion  and  Albianus.  Cymbeline,    airrrtrd    by 
Alcibiades,  by  Otv/ay.  D.  Garrick,  Efq; 

All  fjr  Love,  by  Drydf-n.  CoLtrivances,  H.  Carey, 

Alzira,  by  A.  Hill,' Efq;  Country  LafTes. 

Ambitious  Stcp-mcther.  Devil  to  Fay,  by  Ccifey, 

Amroyna,   by  Dryden.  Diitreried  rvlother. 

Amorous  Wido*'.  Don  Sebaftlan. 

Amphitryon,  by Dryden.  Den  Carles,  by  Otv/ay. 

Anatomift-.  Double  Dealer. 

Anna  Bullen,  by  Banks.  Double  Gallant. 

Artful  Huiband.  Drummer,  by  Add'foa* 

Artifice,  by  Centlivre.  Duke  and    no  Duke. 

Athaiia,  by  Duncomb.  Duke  of  Guife. 

PLAY  S 


PLAYS  in  Tv/ elves,  at  6c].  eaoh. 


Aarengzeb;',  by  Dryd^n. 
Ballit  Table. 
Beaux  Stratagem. 
Bold  Stroke  ior  ^V/ife. 
Bufiris,   by  Dr.  Young. 
Bufy  Bcdy. 
Captives,   by  Gay. 
Carelcls  Hulband. 
Cato,  by  Addifon. 
Chances. 

Chaplet,  by  Mr.  Mendez. 
Ccmmittec. 
Cor.qa^ll  of  Granada. 
Greenwich-Park. 
Hamlet,  bv  Shakefpcare. 
HenryV.byA.H-iiljElq; 
Heroic  Daughter. 
Hoi'.eil  YorkOiircman. 
Jane  Gray,  byiVlr.  Rowe. 
jane  Shore,  .by  ditto. 
Inconftant,  by  Farquhar. 
Indian  Ernperor. 
Indiur.  Qiiccn. 
Ifiand   Princefs. 
?;ing  Arthur,  by  Gibber. 

King  John,  by  ditto. 

Ladi«s  Laft   Stake. 

London  Cuckolds. 

Lo\e  in  a  Riddle. 

Lying  Lover,  by  Steele. 

Orconoko,  by  Southern. 

Orphan,   by  Otway. 

Othello,  by  Shakefpeare. 

Phoidra  and  Hippoiitus. 

Polly,   by  Mr.  Gay. 

Provoked   Hufband,   by 
C  Cibbsr,  Efq; 


Earl  of  Efiex,  by  Banks. 
Evening's  Love. 
Every   Man  in  his  Hu- 
mour,   altered    by  D. 
Gairick,  Efq; 

Fair  Penitent,  by  Rowe. 

Fair  Quaker  of   Deal. 

Fatal  Secret. 

Flora,  or  Hob  in  the  Well, 

Friend.Onp  in  Fafhion. 

Funeral,  by  SirR.  Steele. 

Gartiefler. 

Geo.  B-irnwell,  by  Lillo, 

Provoked  Wife. 

Recruiting  Officer. 

Refufal,  by  Gibber. 

Rehearfa],byD.ofBuckf 

Romeo  and  jLi!lct,aher?d 
by  D.  Garii.k,  Efq; 

Rival  Q|iecns,  by  Lee. 

S'jfpicious  Hulband. 

Siege  of  Damafcus. 

SirCourt.  Nice  byCrowa 

Sir  Harry  Wiidair. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

Stage-Coach,  by  Farquh. 

'Scuire  of  Alfatia. 

School-Boy,  by  Gibber. 

Tender  Hufb.  by  Steele. 

Theodofius. 

TunbriJge  Walks. 

Tvv'in  Rivals,  by  Farquh. 

Venice  Preferv'd, Otway. 

Woman's  a  Riddle 

Woman's  Wit. 

Wonder  by  Centlivre. 

Zara,  by  A.  Hill,  Efq; 
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